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ALGERIA 


AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT BANK OFFERS INCENTIVE PROGRAM 
Operation ‘Green Gold' 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 16 Jun 56 p 3 


| Text | The Agriculture/Rural Development Bank (BADR) yesterday 
announced a government offering of agricultural bonds for sale 

to the public. The campaign, dubbed "Operation Green Gold," will 
run from 15 June to 15 August 19386, during which bonds may be 
purchased at any BADR branch. 


With a face value of 2,000 dinars, the bonds (issues: 500,000 dinars) are 
very convenient to buy, since they are available in a variety of 
forms: purchase order, bearer bond, or sight draft. 


Issued for a 5-year term, they bear 7 percent interest per bond, 
payable annuaily on 15 June. 


Each bond carries a book of coupons numbering from 1 to 5, and 
includes an automatic tally-pad bearing the same number as the bond 
and showing its face value. 


Twenty-four months from the date of issue, the first batch of bonds, 
representing 25 percent of the total issue, will be drawn by lot. 
All bonds drawn in the lottery may then be cashed at the bank. 

The operation wili be repeated each year until the maturity of all 
bonds issued up to 1991. 


The bearer bond is identified only by its number, and can be passed 
freely from hand to hand. Dividends are paid upon presentation of 


a coupon. 


Demand notes are made out to the purchaser and transferable by en- 
dorsement. The subscriber's first and last names appear on the bond. 


This allows subscribers to choose among the various options avail- 
able. 


Last, but not least, interest on these bonds is tax-free. 
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For BADR: Twin Goals 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 16 Jun 506 p 3 
(Article by M. Semghouni | 


[Text | BADR is out to boost farm production, spur development, and 
to provide the wherewithal to do both. 


Like other Third World countries, Algeria must deal with its eco- 
nomic crisis, first by cutting expenditures and, more important, 
by stanching the hemorrhage of cash squandered on imports of com- 
modities the country can perfectly well produce itselt—among 
them, food. 


“That gousl involves integrating our farm production machinery, which 
will help us stabilize household consumption and improve the qua- 
lity of life in our rural areas. 


In this connection, every one of our national plans has set agri- 
culture among its top priorities. To respect those priorities, 
we must mobilize all our assets, including astute utilization of 
productive capital, expanding arable lands, and improving living 
and working conditions in our rural communities, not to mention 
getting a handle on production costs. Doing this will require a 
commitment from every private-sector agricultural operation. 


The soundest and most efficient way, in a Situation like ours, is 
still through financing. And in this instance, that task falls to 
the BARD, banker to the rural community. 


Insofar as concerns private-sector agriculture, the prime lending 
bank has begun to engage in dialogue with independent farmers, 
made joans available to them, and simplified the loan application 
process. It is also providing them with guidance at the techni- 
cal level, sponsoring information and extension services, inclu- 
ding tips on qualifying for loans, and research into the most ef- 
fective ways of tapping and recycling resources. 


Low-Interest Loans 


To do this, BADR has moved out into the rural areas, where the 
need for credit ;:rrows daily more urgent. So as make expansion of 
this sector of agriculture feasible, farm loans carry low inte- 
rest rates and are, as a rule, long-term loans. They are avail- 
able to all independent farmers and were designed to support all 
investments in crops or livestock, installation of small-scale 
water-supply systems, or construction of farm buildings. 

















The special operating loans will cover short-term investments 
projects that will generate profits within a year. The quali- 
fication procedures for this kind of loanhave been made more 
flexible and simplified to the nth degree. This new approach 
iswell reflected in the growing nunbers of borrowers. For the 
1982-83 farm year, there were 9,213 borrowers. In the farm year 
just ended, BADR provided ioans to 36,3560 independent farmers. 
That means that the number of beneficiaries under the BADR pro- 
gram has quadrupled in three years. 


Investment loans help enable farmers to make longer-term invest- 
ments, and they are available in two forms: medium-term loans 
that allow as much as 7 years for repayment, and long-term loans 
that provide for more time. The medium-term loans go mainly to 
buy farm equipment or cattle for fattening. 


In this category of investment, removal of the credit ceilings 
allows BADR to open lines of credit backed by its own assets to 
be used primarily in purchases of farm equipment and machinery, 
in excess of those already included in the annual development 
plan. With that move, more than 1,050 farmers have been able to 
buy tractors and other mechanized equipment for fiscal year 1985. 


Long-term loans provide financing for new plantations, small wa- 
ter-supply systems, and barns and fencing for cattle. 


As for investment loans involving one-time investments, BADR has 
put more than 375 million DA into loans for modern poultry farms 
since 1983. That meant production of 1,800 millicn eggs in 1985 
and practically eliminated imports of poultry and eggs. 


The introduction of greenhouse crops has yielded very satisfying 
results. To improve this technique, BADR has granted loans for 
6,700 "chapelles" totaling 98 million DA for fiscal 1984-85. 


This year we plan to encourage this mode of production by under- 
writing greenhouses covering 230 hectares, which will cost 140 
million dinars. 


Given the results achieved with the greenhouse technique, this 
investment program aims not merely to supply the national market, 
but also to bring prices down and perhaps even have some surplus 
for export. 


To meet the growing demand for red meat, BADR is participating in 
this year's operation, financing acquisition of 180,000 head of 
sheep and goats that will be fattened by more than 4,000 cattle- 
farmers approved by the cattle-raising cooperatives. 


A large number of dairy cows will also be bought with loans from 
BADR. 











BARD also intervenes to ease access to farm ownership by deve- 
loping idle land to expand the overall inventory of productive 
farmland. To fund this effort, the bank set aside 130 million 
dinars in 1985, 87 million of which has been disbursed. For 
1986, BARD set aside 155.7 million dinars. 


Looking at the record thus far in crops, cattle, and poultry pro- 
duction we can confidently state that the battle for nutritional 

self-sufficiency has indeed been joined, and that we must perse- 

vere in these undertakings. 


Private-sector farms occupy more: than 5 million hectares of land 
and number more than 750,000 farms. The often overlooked resour- 
ces of the rural world must be cycled back into its proper chan- 
nels, because this is one of the healthiest and soundest ways to 
make it a flourishing component of the national economy. 


Aware of these glowing possibilities, BADR is continuing its work 
on behalf of the sector in compliance with its guidelines, so that 
"self-reliance" will become a way of iife. 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


MINISTER CITES QUALITY OVER QUANTITY--Cairo, Jul 13 (MENA)--AL-AHRAM highlighted 
the speech delivered yesterday by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defence 
and Military Production Field Marshal Abu Ghazalah, in which he said that the 
armed forces are now concentrating on quality rather than on quantity since the 
October war, thereby rationalizing expenditure and manpower according to the 
latest scientific, economic, and military techniques. This statement was 
included in the speech he delivered yesterday at the passing-out ceremony ot 

37 cadets from the Naval Academy. Field Marshal Abu Ghazalah said that 
education and training of the armed forces have been developed to compete with 
international standards in this domain and the high level of performance of 
members of the armed forces proves that they are working quietly to create a 
deterrent force capable of preventing any attack against Egypt. [Text] 

[Cairo MENA in English 0645 GMT 13 ©41 86] /8309 
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MOROCCO 
CARTOON REVEALS SENTIMENT TOWARD UNITED STATES 
Rabat AL-'ALAM in Arabic 8 Jul 86 p 10 
[Cartoon] 
OM 
op 
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TUNISIA 


NEW OFFSHORE OIL PLATFORM CONSTRUCTED 


Tunis LE TEMPS in French 16 Jun 86 p 3 


[Text] Tunis, TAP: The construction of the new Ashtart offshore oil-drilling 
platform doubtlessly represents a real first, to judge by the dimensions of the 
structure itself and the rate of industrial integration achieved in this sector, 
still considered a critical one. 


The construction of this new platform comes within the scope of a project now in 
the process of completion in the Gulf of Gabes and known as the "complementary 
development of the Ashtart oil field." 


This structure, 25 meters high, 49 meters long, 25 meters wide and weighing 

1 700 tons, was assembled at Gabes in the yards of the Tunisian firm Bouchemaoui 
Activites Petrolieres (BAP), an enterprise entrusted with the construction of 
the new platform and able to complete this job satisfactorily while making near- 
ly exclusive use of a qualified Tunisian labor force, at times trained on the 
spot, whose average age did not exceed 22. 


Responsibility for directing the project (both conception and supervision) was 
assumed by SEREPT [French Company for Petroleum Exploitation and Prospecting in 
Tunisia], acting on behalf of ETAP [Tunisian Petroleum Activities Enterprise ] 
and Elf-Aquitaine, the joint holders of the Ashtart concession. 


The platform in question is made of two modules of two levels each, which will 
be assembled right at sea. 


It will serve to support the drilling rig, which is to proceed with the comple- 
tion of the well within the scope of the Ashtart Complementary Development Plan. 
A total of 10 bores can be sunk. 


Other equipment presently located on an old platform will have to be transferred 
to the new platform, such as the water injection turbines and the turbogenera- 
tors that supply electricity to the entire field. 


The weight of the platform breaks down as follows: 
Structure: 1200 tons 
Equipment: 250 tons 
Piping: 150 tons 
Miscellaneous: 100 tons 











The rate of integration achieved is more than satisfactory, since it runs as 
high as 55 percent, which is a real record. 


In fact, the completion of this construction has called forth the maximum in 
Tunisian potential, as much on the level of the personnel (engineers, clerks 

of the works, welders, pipefitters, scaffolding experts, electricians, etc.) as 
on that of the supply of materials, notably the network of electric cables, the 
total length of which is no less than 25,000 meters. However, the chief inte- 
gration initiative--which in this case was a real challenge--was the choice of 
a Tunisian business firm--BAP--which was deemed potentially capable of manu- 
facturing the two modules at the Gabes yard. 


A large staff was assembled to bring this tremendous project to completion. 
Nearly 450 people, representing various disciplines, took part in the erection 
of the platform, over and above the supervisory and management personnel. 


Foreign involvement was limited to a few experts. The ultimate production 
costs, once the bridges have been installed and brought into line will amount 
to 24 million dinars. 


8117 
CSO: 4519/132 
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KUWAIT 


GOVERNMENT POLICY ON OIL PRODUCTION, REFINING, AND MARKETING 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 20 Jun 86 p 15 
[Article by 'A'ishah al-Rashid; date and place not specified] 


[Text] AL-QABAS has learned from informed sources that the government will 
adopt a policy which makes close linkage between oil production, refining, 
and petro-chemicals within the country and abroad in order to boost revenues 
from oil activities and alter marketing operations in various parts of the 
world. The purpose is to guarantee the achievement of the highest revenues 
possible and minimize the fluctuations in oil revenues by using Kuwait 
production, manufacturing, and distribution facilities outside the country 
and closely linking them to the corresponding activities in Kuwait for 

the marketing of crude oil, oil derivatives, and petrochemicals. 


The sources added that the government will set up the basic structures that 
are necessary for increasing the activities related to training and employ- 
ment in order to promote the participation of citizens in all phases of 

the oil industry. This is in addition to making arrangements with the 
institutions engaged in teaching and scientific research to provide for 

the necessary number of required skills and offer material and moral 
incentives for Kuwaiti workers in the oil sector. 


The sources explained that the government will continue to coordinate the 
worldwide marketing requifements with the amount of sea transport available. 
It will also make great efforts to minimize any environmental damage resulting 
from the production and use of oil and gas in the various oil fields in 
Kuwait. 


The sources stated that the government will try to coordinate the stands 
of the member countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council on oil pricing and 
production, undertaking joint oil projects, and utilizing the experience 
gained in exploration in the neighboring countries. 


The sources said the government will gradually change the prices of the oil 
derivatives sold to consumers within Kuwait consistent with its economic 
obligations. They added that the total exploitation expenses amount to 
1,291.6 million dinars or 17.2 percent of the total investments of all the 
sectors of the national economy. These expenses are financed by the 
investments made by the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation and its companies. 


5214/12899 
CSO: 4404/377 
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KUWAIT 


GOVERNMENT OFFERS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO INVESTORS ABROAD 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 18 Jun 86 p 13 
[Article by 'A'ishah al-Rashid; date and place not specified] 


[Text] AL-QABAS has learned from informed sources that the government 
intends to recruit experts in the fields of development financing and 
investment to provide technical advice for Kuwaiti investors in the Arab, 
Islamic, and other developing countries. 


The sources added that the government will consolidate the relations it 

has established with the beneficiary states in order to build bridges of 
mutual understanding and cooperation between Kuwaitis and these states, 
especially since the latter are expected to become large markets for Kuwaiti 
products and to provide investment opportunities that will bring about a 
great deal of diversification for Kuwait. 


The sources explained that the government will attach more importance to 
agricultural and food security projects in the Arab and Islamic states 
that have agricultural potential and resources. The government is also 
working to provide more help and support to the developing countries by 
offering them technical consultation in the planning of projects and the 
mobilization of foreign resources. 


The sources indicated that the government will continue to develop the 
modus operandi and systems followed in the Kuwaiti Development Fund by 
studying the manner in which completed projects had been financed and 
implemented and evaluating the fund's past experience in working towards 
introducing changes that were essential for dealing with the developmental 
effect of its aid and for achieving greater work efficiency. 


The same sources confirmed that there will be continuous support for 
development banks in the Arab countries, especially those which function 
as an intermediary between the Development Fund and the private sector 
in the Arab countries, that is, by trying to develop the Arab private 
sector and provide the conditions and means of success for the workers. 


5204/12899 
CSO: 4404/377 
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KUWALT 


PLANS TO ESTABLISH TECHNOLOGY UNIVERSITY 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 19 Jun 86 p 4 


[Text] Deputies Jasim al-'Awn, Ahmad Baqir, Dr ‘Abdallah al-Nafisi, 
"Abdallah al-Rumi, and Faysal al-Dawish have proposed a bill to found and 
organize a technology university. The bill consists of 22 articles and 
an explanatory memorandum, 


Article 1 stipulated the following: 


Article 1: A university will be set up in Kuwait that will be called the 
"Technology University" and will function as an independent scientific 
organization with a general ideological bent under the supervision of the 
minister of education. It is to be a secure, respected place. Its adminis- 
tration will maintain order therein. The executive order details the 

powers of the administration and its obligations to maintain order. The 
state guarantees its independence. The creation of branches is permitted. 


Article 2: The technology university will engage in technical and vocational 
training of personnel to satisfy development requirements and social and 
economic development plans. It will be in charge of the following: 

(1) helping society in fields of technological and technical specialization 
that contribute to scientific, technical, and technological progress and 

to the needs of the various sectors of society in these fields of speciali- 
zation; (2) carrying out scientific research and applied studies that contri- 
bute to scientific progress and the cultural advancement of society, 
production of useful solutions to the various difficulties that may block 
social and economic development; (3) working toward strengthening cultural 
and scientific relations with other similar universities, institutions, and 
Arab, Islamic, and foreign organizations; (4) preparing studies and research 
designed to assess present and future needs for technology specialists in 

the various sectors of society. 


Article 3: The Arabic language shall be the language of instruction in 
the university. The university's board of trustees may under special 
circumstances decide on the use of another language. 


Article 4: The technology university shall consist of a number of scientific 
and operational divisions and centers. The establishment and abolishment 

of these divisions and centers will be the responsibility of the board of 
trustees after review by the university council. 


11 











Article 5: The technology university shall have a budget included in the 
state budget. The university's fiscal year is to begin 1 July of every 
calendar year and end 30 June of the following year, except that the tirst 
fiscal year of the university would begin on the date the bill becomes 
effective and would end on 30 June of the following year. 


Article 6: The university's income will come from annual funds allocated 

to it by the government in the state budget, proceeds from its permanent 

and liquid assets, university fees, surplus from previous annual budgets, 
income from research, consultations, and services that it may render; gifts, 
bequests, grants, donations, and all other income that the board of trustees 
agrees to accept in accordance with the rules and principles customarily 
followed in the state. 


5214/12899 
CSO: 4404/377 
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5 August 1986 


LEBANON 


IRANIAN OFFICIAL EXPLAINS CEASE-FIRE INITIATIVE 
Beirut AL-'AHD in Arabic 13 Jun 86 p 4 


[Interview with Iranian First Deputy Foreign Minister Muhammad 'Ali Besharati: 
“It Is Imperative That All Rifles Be Directed Against Israel;" held on 10 June 
1986 at the Iranian Embassy in Beirut] 


[Text] Tuesday afternoon Iran's First Deputy Foreign Minister Muhammad ‘Ali 
Besharati held a press conference at the Iranian embassy in Beirut. During 
the course of the conference, which was attended by a great many journalists, 
Besharati emphatically denounced the events taking place on the Islamic scene 
and officially asked all forces taking part in these incidents to observe an 
immediate, lasting cease fire. He said, “We have plans which we are carrying 
out right now which we hope will bring an end to all these differences in the 
future.” He expressed his hope that tangible results would be attained, 
after which the delegation would leave Lebanon. 


Besharati began his press conference by saying, "As you know, officials of 
the Islamic Republic of iran, after having criticised the recent clashes in 
Lebanon, decided to send a delegation to Lebanon. 


"The resistance forces' unity against Israel has led to Israel's expulsion 
and to a change in the regional balance of power. These days we are sorry to 
see these forces fighting among themselves, at a time when all rifles must 

be pointed at Israel.” 


Besharati added, “Based on this clear, frank point of view on the part 

of the Iranian republic, we stress the need to end all these internal diffi- 
culties and to direct all these forces towards resisting Israel, while empha- 
sizing Lebanon's unity and independence. 


"During the three days we spent in Beirut, we met with all the political and 
religious leaders of Beirut and informed them of our pain and regret at what 
is going on. During our meetings, we could see that these leaders were also 
pained at these domestic clashes. 
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“Therefore, knowing what we do of the circumstances of the parties and 
persons with whom we met, we officially request all the forces taking part 
in these incidents to observe a cease-fire and to end these clashes immed- 
iately and permanently.” 


Besharati went on to say, “Lebanon must regain its full security and stability 
so that the Lebanese people will be able to rebuild this country, which has 
suffered so much damage because of the Israeli invasions.” 


Besharati expressed his hope that today everyone would hear the happy news 
that all the warring parties in Lebanon were announcing their readiness to 
stop shooting immediately on their own initiative. 


He added, “I would like to tell you all that another reason for our coming to 
the area is to visit Syria and meet with officials there, especially Presi- 
dent al-Asad, who has confirmed the strategic and natural ties which exist 
between Syria and Iran.” 


After this, Besharati answered the journalists’ questions. 
[Question] You are hoping for a cease-fire decision; how will you achieve it? 


[Answer] With respect to our talk of a cease-fire, I would like to point 

out once again that we have asked all the warring parties to stop shoot- 

ing, and we have sensed a general inclination among those parties to agree 

to this suggestion. However, the disagreements are clearly deep-rooted. We 
have some plans which we are carrying out right now, which we hope will bring 
an end to all these differences in the future. 


[Question] These deep-rooted differences--between whom and whom? 


[Answer] I feel that whenever blood is shed hatred increases, which takes 
time to be wiped out. No party emerges a victor in domestic warfare. 


[Question] What makes you think that this cease-fire will last, when so many 
have been declared and then broken? 


[Answer] As you know, breaking a cease-fire is a common event in this coun- 
try. With this step we are taking, and future steps, we hope to reach a stage 
where it will be hard for any party to break a cease-fire. 


The Islamic Republic has no means of exerting pressure on the warring fronts, 
but it does have a certain moral influence over them. Since we have seen our 
brothers’ readiness to stop the clashes, we hope that they will respond to 
our larger demand. 


[Question] With regard to the war of the camps, there is a group which fol- 
lows Yasir ‘Arafat. Has this group been contacted, and how? 


[Answer] A cease fire is asked of everyone involved in this domestic war, 
most of the victims of which are women and children. We must first stop 
the war; once the camps settle down and the wounded are evacuated, there 
will be an opportunity to resolve the problem in a radical manner. 
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[Question] Palestinian-Palestinian differences, and Palestinian-Lebanese ones, 
are known to exist. What is the Iranian republic's stand? 


[Answer] The republic's stand on these disputes is clear--it rejects the 
differences between all the parties in this fraternal country, no matter what 
the motives. Every rifle, resource and weapon must be directed against Is- 
rael, and all resources must be directed towards rebuilding this country. 


[Question] We have noticed that His Excellency the Minister is trying to de- 
nounce these differences, but they still exist and his denunciation has not 
led to their solution. 


[Answer] To tell you the truth, you are all excited over ending these prob- 
lems. However, these warring groups will reach a stage where they will be 
convinced that these differences are useless. 


[Question] It is common knowledge that the disagreements were caused by the 
freedom of armed Palestinian action in Lebanon. In your opinion, what limits 
should be placed on the freedom of armed Palestinian action in Lebanon? 


[Answer] We believe that this factor is a positive one, although to a limit- 
ed extent. It is also contrary to Israel's interests. We hope to reach 
a temporary solution so that we can eradicate these problems. 


[Question] Is the republic trying to bring together all the parties, includ- 
ing the PLO, since Iran has good relations with them all? 


[Answer] The problem is not one of meetings; what is important is the 
problems and how they are solved. 


[Question] Could you comment on the news report in the journal of the al- 
Zabyaniyah Federation about how Iran invited the head of the PLO? 


[Answer] That was a fabrication. 
[Question] In your interview, you have not referred to contacts with groups 
subordinate to Yasir ‘Arafat. What guarantee is there that they will not 


break the cease-fire? 


[Answer] Even without contacting them, there is hope that the problem 
will be solved. If they break the cease-fire, they will be disgraced before 
your people. 


[Question] As we understand it, the cease-fire will be announced today. Will 
the wounded be evacuated after that? 


[Answer] If you look for the best you will find it. 


[Question] Will the Iranian efforts be limited to just arranging the 
cease-fire, or will they go further towards solving the problem? 
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[Answer] We hope that the warring parties will become convinced that these 
wars do not benefit them. God willing, once the cease-fire is reached, we 
will reach a solution to the problem. 


[Answer] As for the hostage issue, Anderson's sister has arrived in Beirut 
and has asked to meet with officials. Has she contacted you? 


{Answer} If they wanted to come as journalists, there would be no problem. 
But as for the hostage issue, since we had no part in such acts, we cannot 
solve these problems. 


[Question] Does the hostage problem lie with the Hizballah? 


[Answer] Although you may be convinced that the abductors are from the Hizb- 
allah, we are not convinced. 


[Question] Are you pleased with the efforts you have made? 


[Answer] We have hope; only non-believers give up all hope in the spirit of 
God. If we had no hope, we would not have come. 





[Question] When will the delegation leave? 


[Answer] We hope to achieve tangible results, after which the delegation will 
leave Lebanon. 


8559 
CSO: 4404/390 
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JPRS*NEA~86-096 
5 August 1986 


LEBANON 


SSNP, HIZBALLAH EVACUATE POSITIONS IN MASHGHARAH 
Beirut AL~SAFIR in Arabic 16 Jun 86 p 5 


[Article: "A Joint Force From the Syrian and Lebanese Armies Moves Into 
Mashgharah” } 


[Text] The fighting in the town of Mashgharah came to a stop the night before 
last, after special units of the Syrian army, backed up by a force from the 
Lebanese Army's First Brigade, took up positions there, aud fighters from the 
Syrian Social National Party [SSNP] and the Hizballah evacuated their 
positions in and around the town. 


At 1900 the night before last, a company composed of a 100-man special Syrian 
unit and a force from the Lebanese Army's First Brigade ertered the town of 
Mashgharah to impose order. Once the clashes stopped and the joint force set 
up roadblocks inside the town, automobiles and the identities of passengers 
were inspected carefully, and some weapons were confiscated from citizens. 


The joint force also set up concentrated observation posts on the roofs of 
houses, from which its men closely observed conditions. Joint patrols 
began going through the main streets and town quarters. 


The entry of the joint force was accompanied by the withdrawal of all SSNP 
fighters from their positions in and around the town. Furthermore, at 

1000 yesterday morning, a group of Hizballah fighters were seen withdrawing 
Irom their positions in the southern and western quarters, and another 
group was seen withdrawing from one of their positions in civilian vehicles, 
heading into town. 


Movement within Mashgharah yesterday was cautious, except for groups of 
people in front of their homes and in parts of the quarters, while groups 
of youths carried water in gallon jugs because the town's water had been 
cut off. 
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A car belonging to the Lebanese electricity company went around repairing the 
outages caused by this clash. 


An International Red Cross team, led by Red Cross Vice President Daniel Tay~ 
mirmsh, and a team of medics entered Mashgharah to assess the town's needs. 


AL-SAFIR saw; that several Mashgharah homes, owned by Musa al-'Ammar Rashshad 
al-Ghazzal, ‘Abbas Husayn Sharaf, Mahdi al-Shaykh Ibrahim, Muhammad Mahdi 
al-Shaykh, and Jiryis Ibrahim, had been damaged. 


Known Hizballah casualties included Husayn Muhammad Sabah from ‘Ayn al-Tinah, 
"Ali Muhammad Madi from Maydhun, Ahmad Nassar, Nassar Nassar, and Ahmad 'Abd- 
al-Latif from Mashgharah; Haydar Subhi and Mahmud Subhi, in addition to six 
dead from the town of Sahmar. 


Known Hizballah wounded included ‘Isa Muhammad Muzahim, Nadim Qasim Rizq, and 
Bassam, the rest of whose name is unknown, all from the town of Balat. 


Civilian wounded included Qasim ‘Abbas Hammud, ‘Ali ‘Abbas Hammud, Hasan 
‘Abbas Hammud, Musa Husayn al-'Ammar, and Jamil Musa al-'Ammar. 


Known SSNP dead included Iyad Zaydan Munir ‘Awwad, Bisharah Hajjar, and 
his brother Zahi, in addition to Public Executor George Abu~Murad and 
Radio Director Kamil Barkah. The wounded included Ra'if al-Danaf, Rabi' 
Muja'is, and ‘Ali al-Masri. 


Those wounded in Mashgarah included Ra'if 'Ammarah and his seven-member family, 
five children of ‘Abbas al-Hajjar, Nadim Rizq (in serious condition), Khalil 
Muhammad Mar'i, ‘Ali Khalil Mar'i, Farizah Mar'i, Husayn Khalil, Bassam Nur 
(in serious condition), Kamil Shalhub, 'Ali Husayn al-Hajj Ibrahim, Mahmud 
al-Hajj, Misbah Samiya, 'Isa Muzahim, and Zakariya Qasim. 


The SSNP had been detaining the following Hizballah members: Ahmad Shahla 
from Sahmar, Husayn Tarraf, Hasan Sabah from ‘Ayn al-Tinah, and Muhammad 
Husayn Ahmad from Mashgharah. 


The Hizballah had been detaining the following SSNP members: Muhammad Mahdi, 
"Arif Sadir, ‘Abdallah Sadir, Nidal Sadir, ‘Ali Sadir, ‘Ali Ghazzalah, 
Ahmad Jawwad, and Ahmad Musa Rida. 


Partisan sources in the area indicated that contacts were underway for 
exchanging the prisoners of both sides and handing over corpses as agreed, 
and the safety of those prisoners was being guaranteed. 


These sources added that the inhabitants, including partisans, will return to 
Mashgharah, and all signs of arms will be removed. 


Mashgharah's imam, Shaykh 'Isam Shamas, said, “What happened in our town will 
drive a wedge between the Islamic forces in the western and the eastern 
Biga'.” 














Shamas expressed gratitude for the Syrian and Amal officials' efforts to 
end the civil war. 


Follow-up Meetings 


On the follow-up level, Syrian Intelligence Official Brig Gen Ghazi Kan'an 
called a meeting in his office in 'Anjar, which was attended by repre~ 
sentatives from both sides of the conflict, and from the Lebanese army and 
Amal. After the meeting, everyone went to ‘Aytanit for another meeting at the 
headquarters of the Lebanese Army battalion, which was attended by Brig Gen 
Kan'an, his deputy, Col ‘Ali Hammud, SSNP Finance Officer Hafiz Sayigh, 

Amal's General Military Officer 'Aql Hamiyah, and Amal Politburo Member 

Mahmud Abu-Hamdan. 


After the meeting, Hamiyah said, “There are obviously obstacles which 

are hindering the arrangements for delivering corpses and prisoners to 
both sides. For example, the Hizballah does not acknowledge two persons 
on the SSNP's list of missing persons, while the SSNP does not acknowledge 
two persons on the Hizballah's list of missing persons.” 


He added, “It will take some t-me to clear up these obstacles. There is a 
70 percent chance that these problems will be resolved, and we shall remain 
until all the the arrangements are fully carried out.” 


Hamiyah, along with several Amal members, toured the villages of the Western 
Biqa', including Libaya, Yahmar, Sahmar Zlaya, Mashgharah, Maydhun, and ‘Ayn 
al-Tinah, where they offered their condolences for the Hizballah victims. 
They also met the inhabitants at the village mosques, where several speeches 
were delivered, including a speech by Sahmar's imam, Shaykh Asad-Allah al- 
Harshi. 


Hamiyah gave a speech in which he stressed that there must be self-control, 
that the fighting on the sidelines must stop, and that all rifles must be 
pointed at the Israeli enemy lying in wait near these villages. 


8559 
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JPRS*NEA*86*096 
5 August 1980 


LEBANON 


BANK OF LEBANON ISSUES FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 14 Jun 86 p 7 


[Article: "The Bank of Lebanon At the End of May; Reserves Drop by US$18.6 
Million, While Circulating Currency Increases By 346 Million Lebanese Pounds" ] 


[Text] The end of May statement issued by the Bank of Lebanon shows the fol- 
lowing changes, as compared to its position in mid-May. 


1. In the assets column, assets in gold and foreign currencies increased 

by 3.907 billion Lebanese pounds. This big increase is known to be the 
result of the rise in the book value of the US dollar, from 27.25 pounds 

in mid-May to 32.40 pounds at the end of May. However, it includes a slight 
drop in the volume of the Bank of Lebanon's foreign currency reserves. 

That is, in current prices, these reserves dropped from about $486.6 million 
in mid-May to $468 million at the end of May, a drop of $18.6 million. This 
drop is due to two factors: a bi-directional intervention in the discount- 
ed notes market and the financing of the state's purchases of crude oil and 
other items. It is believed that during this period such intervention was 
to the benefit of the reserves, but payments to the state caused the overall 
balance to decline. 


2. In the assets column, the figure for loans to the public sector, which 
represents the state's indebtedness to the Bank of Lebanon, increased by 

253 million pounds. This increase is still relatively limited because of the 
strictness in granting state loans entered under this clause; the agreement 
recently concluded between the Finance Ministry and the Bank of Lebanon, con- 
cerning the payment of drafts, went into effect early this month. 


3. In the assets column, claims against the private sector remained stable 
at 1.815 billion pounds, dropping only 2 million pounds. 


4. Under assets, the figure for various other assets dropped by 666 million 
pounds as a result of some interim accounts between the central bank and 

its branches, and the shift in the bond portfolio to the advantage of some 
banks. 











5. Currency circulating outside the Bank of Lebanon increased by 346 million 
pounds, the highest increase since the beginning of the year. 


6. Under liabilities, the figure for bank deposits, which represents the banks' 
free and compulsory reserves in the Bank of Lebanon, dropped by 399 million 
pounds. This drop was due to a decline in the banks' total commitments in 
Lebanese pounds, and therefore in the legal reserve, in view of continual con- 
versions into foreign currencies. 


7. In the liabilities clause pertaining to commitments to the public sector, 
public sector deposits increased by 1.833 billion pounds, while discount 
differentials increased by 3.193 billion pounds. Both increases were the 
result of a rise in the book value of the dollar. 


8. Under liabilities, commitments to the private sector remained stable, 
registering an increase of only 4 million pounds. 


9. In the liabilities column, the figure for special funds, which represents 
the Bank of Lebanon's share of net profits for 1985 after transferring the 


state's share, increased by 450 million pounds. 


10. In the liabilities column, the figure for various other demands dropped 
by 1.934 billion pounds. 


[See chart, next page] 
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Table 1. Abbreviated Statement of Position for the Bank of Lebanon 


Assets, in Lebanese Pounds 











As of 31 May 1986 As of 15 May 1986 

1. Gold and Foreign 

Currency (1) 27,776,495, 320.78 23 ,869,459,702.79 
2. Loans to Public 

Sector (2) 18,343,654,158.22 18,090,582,202.92 
3. Loans to Private 

Sector 1,815,527,487.61 1,817,046,410.02 
4. Various Other 

Assets 8,621 ,502,906.35 9,287,700,993.25 
TOTAL ASSETS 56,557,179,872.92 53,064,789, 308.98 


Liabilities, in Lebanese Pounds 








As of 31 May 1986 As of 15 May 1986 
1. Currency Circulating 
Outside the Bank of 
Labanon 11,057,056,065.21 10,711,251,813.26 
2. Bank Deposits 8,615,580,456.98 9,014,946, 361.89 
3. Commitments to the 
Public Sector: 
a. Public Sector 
Deposits 9,909, 964,815.97 8,076,470,377.28 
b. Discount 
Differentials (3) 22,720,558,163.40 19,527,143,280.23 
4. Commitments to the 
Private Sector 161,006,751.33 157,909,948.82 
5. Special Funds 1,716,325,345.31 1 ,266,614,796.55 
6. Various Other 
Liabilities 2,376,688,274.76 4,310,452,730.95 
TOTAL LIABILITIES 56,557,179,872.96 53,064,789, 308.98 


(1) The gold in the Bank of Lebanon budget is valued on the basis of 
$42.222 per ounce. 

(2) This clause represents all loans granted to the state in accordance 
with Article 9l of the Money and Credit Law. 

(3) Article 115 of the Money and Credit Law. 
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JPRS*NEA*86«09¢ 
> August 198¢ 


PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


PRIME MINISTER VISITS ADEN OIL REFINING COMPANY 
Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Arabic 8 May 86 p 1 


[Article: "Prime Minister Inspects Progress of Work in Aden Refineries 
Company" | 


[Text] Comrade Dr Yasin Sa'id Nu'man, the prime minister and Political Bureau 
member, yesterday paid an inspection visit to the Aden Refineries Company dur- 
ing which he familiarized himself with the progress of work in the company's 
various sections, with the development projects being implemented, and with 
preparations for putting into operation the vacuum unit for refining various 
fuels with a capacity of 10,000 barrels a day, the asphalt unit with a capacity 
of 100,000 tons a year, and the liquefied-gas unit. These units are scheduled 
to go into operation as of the beginning of next June. 


The prime minister also inspected the oil port belonging to the refinery and 
familiarized himself with the conditions of the port piers and with the new 
liquefied-gas tanks. 


At a meeting with the leadership of the company and of its various struggle 
activities, the comrade prime minister heard a detailed explanation of the 
company's and refinery's production process, the level of the social services 
offered the workers, the conditions of the refinery hospital, and the refinery's 
future development tendencies. 


He stressed the importance of giving priority in the company's work to the 
development projects, especially to the repair of all of the port's piers, to 
the enlargement of Pier No 4 so that it may receive tankers with a load 
capacity of 110,000 tons, to the repair and maintenance of the tanks which have 
a storage capacity of 750,000 tons of crude oil and oil products, and to the 
modernization and renovation of the power plant. 


The prime minister also stressed the need to devote attention to the conditions 
of the company hospital and to formulating plans to train nurses and specialists 
in order to insure that the level of the health services offered the company 
workers and their families is enhanced. 


He further lauded the role undertaken by the company's workers and leadership 
in managing the production activity, stressing the party's and government's aid 
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for overcoming all the difficulties, and supplying the requirements needed to 
bolster the refinery's role so that it may contribute to developing our national 
economy. 


The comrade prime minister was accompanied on this visit by Comrades Muhsin 
"Abdallah, Political Bureau member and Central Committee secretary; Salih Abu 
Bakr ibn Husaynun, Central Committee member, deputy prime minister, and minister 
of energy and mineral resources; and a number of officials. 


It is worth noting that the refinery's total capacity amounts to 8 million tons 
a year and that it consists of two refining units and a complementary unit for 
the production of vehicle, aircraft, heavy vessel, and ship fuels. 


8494/5915 
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5 August 1986 


PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


AL-BID STRESSES NEED TO PROMOTE AGRICULTURAL EFFORTS 
Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Arabic 8 May 86 p 1 


[Article: "At Meeting with Members of Party Organization's Secretariat in 
Lahij Governorate, Secretary General Urges Enhancing Efficiency of New Economic 
Activities and Bolstering Situation of State Farms and Cooperatives" | 


[Text] Comrade 'Ali Salim al-Bid, secretary general of the Yemeni Socialist 
Party's Central Committee, lauded the great efforts exerted by the citizens and 
officials of Lahij Governorate to strengthen the governorate's position, to 
implement the party's class policy effectively, and to carry out the programs 
and resolutions adopted by the party's and government's higher bodies, stress- 
ing the importance of developing the methods of political and ideological 
action with the masses and of spreading the vanguard expertise among the local 
party and government organizations and agencies in the governorate's various 
districts and subdistricts. 


The secretary general stated this at his meeting yesterday morning with members 
of the secretariat of the Lahij Governorate party organization. The meeting 
was held within the framework of an inspection tour of the governorate on which 
the secretary general was accompanied by Comrade Muhammad Sa'id ‘Abdallah 
(Muhsin) ,member of the political bureau. The two officials familiarized them- 
selves during the tour with the governorate's circumstances, with the role of 
the local party organization and government in enhancing the governorate's 
party, economic, and social conditions, and with the progress of work in imple- 
menting the 1986 development projects and the party, economic, and social plans 
and programs. 


At the meeting, the comrade secretary general urged that further ceaseless 
efforts be exerted to enhance the efficiency of the new economic forms of social 
ownership in the governorate by strengthening the situation of the state farms 
and of the cooperatives, by developing the stations for the lease of agricul- 
tural machinery, by continuing the experiment of production contests so as to 
contribute to an increase in production and to the ideal utilization of material 
and manpower resources, and by improving the quality of the production, point- 
ing out the importance held by the governorate's agricultural production as a 
mainstay of the national economy. 


In this respect, the party secretary general stressed that the party and govern- 
ment leadership will continue to advance various forms of aid to develop the 
economic and social conditions of Lahij Governorate and of the other gover- 


norates. 
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The comrade secretary general was received by Comrades Dr Ahmad ‘Abdallah 
"Abd-al-Ilah, Central Committee member and first secretary of the governorate's 
party organization, and Naji 'Uthman, Central Committee member and chairman of 
the Executive Bureau of the Lahij Governorate Local People's Council. 


Comrade ‘Ali Salim al-Bid then visited the western axis, where he met with the 
political leaders and representatives and with the axis' officers and soldiers 
and where he familiarized himself with the progress of implementation of the 
combat training and political preparation plans for 1986. At this meeting, 

the comrade secretary general lauded the role performed by the axis' members 
along with the party members, the worker and peasant masses, and the heroes of 
the military and security establishments in foiling the bloody 13 January plot 
which was hatched by conspirator 'Ali Muhammad Nasir and his clique and which 
was aimed at striking at the party, weakening the toilers' government, and pre- 
paring the way for swerving from the path of the socialist tendency through the 
brutal massacres which were organized by the plotters for the purpose of 
physically liquidating the party's traditional leaders and proven cadres. 


Upon visiting this axis, the comrade secretary peneral was received by Comrade 
Colonel Haytham Qasim Tahir, Central Committee member, first deputy defense 
minister, and chief of the general staff, and Lieutenant Colonel Qasim Yahya, 
the axis commander. 


8494/5915 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


BRIEFS 


RECONCILIATION TALKS IN SYRIA--Abu Dhabi, July 21 (KUNA)--A UAE newspaper 
said today that reconciliation talks were to start today in Damascus between 
the two disputing factions in the Democratic Republic of Yemen in an effort 
to solve the South Yemeni crisis through negotiations. AL-WAHDA newspaper in 
Abu Dhabi said a delegation has recently arrived in Damascus headed by Salem 
Bukair [spelling as received], Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
People's Socialist Party, while former President ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad and a 
number of his supporters were in Damascus since Wednesday at the invitation 
of Syrian President Hafiz al-Asad. AL-WAHDA quoted informed sources as saying 
President al-Asad has urged President Haydar al-'‘Attas to give way to 
national interests in connection with the dispute of the two factions. Pro- 
posals of the South Yemeni delegation are not yet known, the paper said, but 
it pointed out that great efforts were being made by Syria, Libya, Ethiopia 
and Soviet Union to achieve national entente in South Yemen. [Text] [Kuwait 
KUNA in English 0308 GMT 21 Jul 86 LD] 
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AFGHANISTAN 


JPRS“NEA*86*«096 
5 August 1980 





MOSCOW TV SHOWS DRUG HAULS BY PEOPLE'S MILITIA 
LD111950 Moscow Television Service in Russian 1430 GMT 11 Jul 86 


[Correspondent A. Petrova video report fiom Afghanistan; from the "Vremya" 
newscast ] 


[Text] The enemies of Democratic Afghanistan resort to every possible crime to 

undermine the process of progressive reforms in the country. [Video shows ware- 
house with piles of tires and men opening up sacks labelled "Indian green tea-- 

Amritsar" ] 


It might appear at first sight that this warehouse holds ordinary foodstuffs. 
Only a terrible suffocating smell betrays the contents of an innumerable number 
of sacks and other seemingly innocent packages. In the last year and a half 
employees of the People's Militia of Democratic Afghanistan have seized from 
smugglers 40,000 kg of heroin, opium and hashish worth several thousand million 
afghanis. In areas bordering on Pakistan, counterrevolutionary dushmans sow 
poppies and hemp on enormous plantations. At laboratories and factories which 
have been built here, they produce tons of the sinister poison which is then 
dispatched to the countries of Europe, America and Asia, but most of all to 
their own homeland, Afghanistan. [Video shows men sifting through the contents 
of one of the bags labelled as tea. Men bring in fresh sacks, and there is a 
shot of market stalls. An Afghan in tribal headgear is shown walking between 
two soldiers] 


The bandits balk at nothing. What tricks they resort to and what methods they 
think up! [Video shows a group of about 12 young boys staring at the camera] 
But the most terrible crime is the use of teenagers for these purposes. [Video 
shows bus being searched, and the next shot is of a sackful of small phials, 
containing a white substance, spilling onto the ground. There is also a sack 
of bilster packs of pills, and several more such sacks are put on display for 
the camera by men in uniform] On this only road from Pakistan to the DRA 
thousands of vehicles pass carrying goods which the country needs. But the 
enemies attempt to bring in foreign currency, prohibited literature and above 
all drugs. [|Video shows trucks being searched and Petrova interviewing a man 
in uniform] Senior Captain Wazir Padshah, the commander of the checkpoint, told 
me that within just a few days, 77 kg of heroin worth 7.7 million afghanis and 
140 kg of opium worth 520,000 afghanis were seized here. 


Our fighters in the People's Militia regrettably do not yet have modern electronic 
equipment or sniffer dogs, Senior Captain Wazir Padshah says. Only hard work, 
patience and the utmost attentiveness bring results. The bandits and enemies of 
our homeland, greedy for an easy profit, pursue one goal--to cause as much harm as 
possible to their own people. We know what a terrible social evil this is. But 
we soldiers of our people who have defended the revolution and who continue to 
defend it, will manage to deal with this too. 


/12232 


CSO: 1807/335 - 





U.S. RULES AFFECT BANGLADESH GARMENT INDUSTRY 


Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 20 Jun 86 p 3 


{Text ] 


The United States has 
apain served notice on 
Bangladesh authorities to 
immediately hold consulta 
tions on three categories of 
ready to wear garment . pro- 
ducts exported to its 
market. 

The formal notice was 
served on May 29 in which 
the United States alleged 
that Bangladesh's cheap 
value cotton products have 
been causing serious disru- 
ptions to the US dumestic 
market. 

fhe importing coun- 
tries ate in a_ position 
to compel the exporting 
countries to come to 
the discussion table within 
60 days of serving notice in 
order to fix a mutually agre- 
ed upon formula. 


The US authoritics have 
already imposed minimum 
hold level of imports from 
Bangladesh till both the 
parties agree to come to a 
decision as to the issue in 
question. The restriction 
has been imposed on three 
categories that include 
niainly play soits,sun_ suits 
and other varieties of pro- 
ducts that are defined under 
categories 641, 637 and 337. 


The US government has 
proposed minimum hold 


level of 75 thousand dozns 
for 337 and 637, and three 
lakh five thousand dozens 
for category 641. This will 
be effective for one year 
beginning from the date of 
issuance of the cali notice. 


According to the US 
authorities, Bangladesh has 
exported quite a considera- 
ble quantity of these catego- 
ries of products to the US 
and it has exported 73 
thousand dozens of 337 and 
637 categories,and 2.86 
lakh dozens against catego-. 
ry 641, This estimate has 
been submitted before the 
Bangladesh authorities in 
suptort of ils restiictions, *’ 


The Export Promotion 
Bureau (EPB) has already 
restricted Bangladesh's ex- 
portofthese products to 
the United States in accor- 
dance with the US actions, 
The EPBis now allowing 
the exporters to ship only 
two thousand Jozens till 
30th June. The exporters 
have been advised to conta- 
ctthe EPB and receive 
clearence from it before 
shipment of these items to 
the US market. 

Earlier dozens of consj- 
gnments carrying Baao- 
gladeshi garment products 
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weie distressed at US ports 
following the refusal of US 
authorities to: accept these 
shipments. 


At present there are 
eight items which are facing 
quota restrictions from the 
United States and two more 
from Canada and one cate- 
gory each from the United 
Kingdom and France, 


The United States has 
relaxed its restrictions on 
some Bangladesh items dur- 
ing the bilateral consulta- 
tions between the two sides 
held in Washington last 
February. The sjtuation in 
the garment sector relatively 
eased following the agree- 
ment for a few months, 


Meanwhile a_ considera- 
ble number of garment 
industries have suspended 
their operations rendering 
thousands of employees 
jobless most of whom are 
from the valnerable social 
groups. 


According to official 
sources, a total of 250-300 
garment units are in opera- 
tion out of a total of about 
650 units. 


Insufficient quota alloca- 
tions are the root cause for 
the closure of garment units, 
claimed a garment factory 
owner. Most of the big 
manufacturers are now 
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engi zed in subcontracting. 
They used to get their 
quota allocated on the 
basis of their past export 
performance. There are 
widespread allegation aga- 
inst the quota administra- 
tion policy of the  govera- 
ment which mainly benefits 
big exporters. 


Official said the adminis- 
tration of quota is mainly 
based on government policy 
for the unhindered growth 
of export earnings. On that 
ground past export perfor- 
mance will definitely receive 
priority. The official also 
said that the exporters 
usually do not take 
ifitesest on market and 
product diversification. OM- 
cials also cited the unutiliz- 
ed quotas in the United 
Kingdom and French mar- 
ket. The officials also main- 
tained that if the authority 
had to allot sufficient quota 
to the exporters, only 100 
units will survive and the 
rest will have to close 
down. 


In view of the present 
situation, there is an incre 
asing tendency of the gar- 
ment exporters to engage 
in illegal trading with 
imported fabrics. 
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PEOPLE FIRM TO ESTABLISH ISLAMIC [DEALS 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 21 Jun 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 
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President Hussain Muham- 
mad Ershad said in Dhaka 
yesterday that the people of 
Bangladesh are determined to 
firmly establish the values and 
ideals of Islam in the country, 
reports BSS. 

Addressing a Juma congre- 
gation at the Bibir Mosque at 
Lalmatia, the President saird 
strict adherence to the ideals 
aod teachings of Islam in ‘our 
day-to-day life’ only can ensure 
peace and discipline io the coun- 
iry. 

ile said Islam, which is the re- 
ligicn of brotherhood and teaches 
us tobe disciplined and p:acc- 
loving, provides us the correct 
path to achieve emancipation. 
In this context, he mentioned 
the conflicts in some parts of the 
Islarnic world and said there is 
a growing realisation among 
them that kind of fighting will 
only harm the cause of Islam. 

President Ershad said B.xngla- 
deth as a leading Muslim countsy 
will continue todo ite best tu 
bring about peace among ths con- 
flicting brotherly Muslim coun- 
tries. 

The President reterce! t- 
the ciiticism = madaby 2m 
quartere that he ww « ‘“fanatic 
Muslim’ aod said the Almighty 
Allah can only judge whether ‘I 
aro a plovs Muslin or a fanatic 
ons’, Heo said ‘I have compltely 
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surrendered to the will of Allah 
aod firmly believe that in Islam 
lies our peace, happiness and 
emancipation.’ 

He regretted that sume ele- 
smsents who claimed thernsel ves 
to be champions of Isiam have 
joined haods with anti-Islamic 
forces. He said these elements 
in fact bave been suffering from 
self contradiction. 

President Ershad asked the 
ministers forlocal government 
Ait Vice Marshai (retd) K.M. 
Aminoul Islam and Home Mia is- 
ter Maj Gen Mahmudu!l Hasan 
to examine the requirements of 
development of the mosque and 
its attached Madrasha and or- 
phanage aad submit a proposal 


. for theie development. 
‘* The Local Government 


Mioister and the Ilome Minister 
also spoke on the occasion. 


The historic Bibir Mosque 
was constructed about three 
hundred years ago duriog the 
period of Mughal rule, 


Earlier, the President visited 
the state guest house ‘Karotoa’ 
at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar to sco 
for himself the arcangemecots 
made for the overnight stay of 
President Abdou Diouf of 
Senegal. 


The Senegalese President 
atrives io city this afternon for 
an overnight stopover here on 
his way to North Korea. 
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VISITING MINISTER URGES THAIS TO REDUCE TRADE GAP 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 19 Jun 86 p 8 


[Text ] Kazi Zafar Ahmed, Minis- 
ter for Commerce has urged 
the Thai authorities to increase 
theic imports from Bangladesh 
inorder toreduce trade gap 
between the two countries, re- 
ports BSS. 

The Commerce Minister: 
whois nowin Bangkok, told 
his Thai counterpart Mr 
Surat Osthanugrah at a 
meeting oo Monday that 
although Bangladesh was 
importing anumber of items 
from Thailand including huge 
quantit ies of rice Thai intake of 
Bangladeshi exportables was 
meagre, according to an 
official handout in Dhaka yes. 
terday. 


The Bangladesh commerce 
ininister emphasised that trade 
agreement between Bangladesh 
and Thailand had stipulated ex- 
port of a number of items from 
Bangladesh to Thailand. The 
items _ included fish and 
other marine products spices raw 
jute and jute products newsprint 
pulp urea tea etc He said adding 
these were in the list of exporta- 
ble products at the first meeting 
of Bangladesh Thailand Joint 
Commission on co-operation 
io January 1986. 


The ministe suggested that 
tea newsprint pulpetc which 
Thailand imported from other 
source might be procured from 
Bangladesh. 


Thetwo ministers met in 
an atmosphere of cordiality and 
agreed that both the volume and 
quality of trade between Bangla- 
desh and Thaildnd should be 
expanded for the mutual benefit 
of the two countries. 

The Thai commerce minister 
assured his Bangladeshi counter - 
part that Thai authority would 
make their utmost to lift more 
exportable products from Bapg- 
ladesh. 
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Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 25 Jun 86 p 3 


[Text ] 
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The Federation of Bangla- 
desh Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FBCCI) and the 
Board of Trade of Thaijand 
(BT1) have recently signed an 
avreement to Wade Cooperation 
at Bangkok, a message rectiv- 
ed in Dhaka said on Sunday, re- 
ports RSS, 

This was for the first time 
that such an agreement has 
been signed between two apex 
privacc sector trading associa- 
tions of these two countries, ab 
official press relenge said. 

Mr, M.A. Kashem,  Prest. 
dent FBCCI and Jeader of 23. 
member trade delegation to 
Vivsanletid and Dr, Somphels 


Sussunkorn, President BTT, 
eigaed the agreement on behalf 
of their respective  olsganisa- 
finns, 


The press release said, it was 
expected that the signing of the 
agrcement of cooperation should 
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result in greater voJume of trade 
between the two countries and 
would result in quantilative and 
quantitative improvement in the 
present trade patrern betwec 
these signing countries. 


Mr. M.A. Kashem while 
addressing the siguing ceremony 
said that the New investment 
policies in Bangladesh had 
created a very congenial atmos. 
phere for foreigr. investment in 
the country and urged that the 
Thai investors should come for; 
ward for investment in Bangla. 
desh On joint venture of indiy}- 
dual basis, : 


Earlier, Mr. Sussangkarn ir 


his address emphasised that in 


view of the restrictive economic 
policy followed by the big deve. 
lopd countries, it was jimpera- 
tive for the developing countries 
like Bangladesh and Thailand 
to extended their cooperation 
further. 
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COMMERCE MINISTER ADDRESSES ESCAP MEETING 


Dhaka THF NEW NATION in English 20 Jun 86 p 3 


[Text ] 


Kazi Zafac Ahmed, Minister 
for Commerce, currently chair- 
ing the meeting of ESCAP, 
Ministers of Trade in Bangkok 
has called upon = the developed 
and developing countries that 
araina positiontodo so, to 
extend effective support to the 
least developed countries to 
enable them to secure casier 
acvess for their exports to these 
countries, reports ENA. 


Ie referred to the substan- 
tial New Programme of Action 
(SNAP) for the least developed 
couaotries adopted in 1981 for 
rapid and balanced economic 
growth in the least developed 
countries and madea strong 
plea for its urgent implemen- 
tation. He called upon the 
developed countries to fulfil 
their commitments to the least 
developed countries made ia 
various international fora for 
the common benefit of all. 


Kazi Zafar Ahmed, while 
addressing the plenary session 
of the meeting, reviewed the 
trade and = aid situation at the 
global and regional level and 
stated that during the last night 
eight years since the last ESCAP 
Trade Ministers meeting was 
held, the world in general aod 
this region in particular, have 
experienced turbulent fluxes io 
their respective spheres of trade 
aod commerce and in spite 
of best efforts of the developing 
countries, the progress in the 
development of trade of the deve: 
loping countries have failed to 
achieve the desired goals due to 
the imposition of a number of 
protectionist measures and tariff 


and) 6s non-tariff as well as 
other barriers by the developed 
countries. 


' He urged that the deve- 
loped countries sould remove 
ali discriminatory measures im- 
posed against the exports of the 
developing countries so that 
world trade saould flourish at 
provided for in the GATI 
aod reemphasised in other inter- 
national fora. The Minister also 
said that the global recession 
which engulf the world eco- 
nomy had hit hard the develo- 
ping countries and nearly 
collapsed all their efforts for 
trade expansion and sustained 
development efforts had been 
gtavely undermined. 

The situation, he said, had 
spawned a serious socio--~9n0- 
mic imbalance io our region and 
noted that the harsh adjustment 
measures adopted by the dove- 
plog countries due to shortage of 
foreign exchange and export 
earnings had. = drastically redu- 
cod their necessary imports 
compelling them to prune much 
needed development programme 
retarding the socio-cconomic 
progress and well-being of their 


peoples. t 

Kazi Zafar Ahmed urged the 
developed countties to act upon 
the agreement reached earlier io 
various international fora to 
facilitate the export of the deve- 
loping countries. Ia this context, 
the Minister referred to the 
agreement reached at the Multi- 
lateral Trade Negotiations (MTN) 
held a decade ago and regretted 
that most of the provisions were 
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not implemented. Hie empha- 
sised that fora new MTN to be 
successful, it was oessehtial that 
the past commitments pairti- 
.cularly those envisagiog ‘“‘roll 
back" and *‘staod-still" 
measures should be implomented 
faithfully and in a spirit of 
goodwill. 

Kazi Zafar Ahmed madea 
number of reference to the dete- 
riorating terms of the export of 
primary commodities and semi- 
finished poducts from the deve- 
loping couotries and  under- 
scored that fact that the price 
of these products had not 
Only witnessed a decline but 
in many cases had experienced 
a negative growth in net terms- 
In this context, the Minister 
regreted that negotiations under 
the integrated programme of 
commodities had faced serious 
deadlocks during the last 
decade and urged that tho 
negotiations should procecd 
without any hindrances from the 
developed countries. He also 
urged the ministers to show their 
Political will in making the 
common fuod operationa! soonest 
possible so that the developing 
Countries could be enabled to 
expand their trade under provi- 
sions of the common fund. 


The Minister further stated 
that under the aegis of SSCAP 
a oumber of _ iastitutional 
attange ments such as the 
Bangkok agreement, the Asian 
Reinsurance Corporation, the 
Asian § Clearing Union etc 
had been set up and urged 
allthe delegations to demons- 
trate a determination to facilitate 
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Operation of these arrangement 
for the expansion of trade among 
developing countries io the 
ESCAP region. 


The Minister also referred 
to the burden of debt servicing 
by the developing countries and 
urged that along with the libera- 
tion of trade, debt servicing pro- 
blems shob!id also be removed 
on anurgent basisin order to 
enable the developiog countries 
to pursue their development 
activities unfettered by such un- 
tenable constraints. 


The ministrial meeting is 
expected to adopt a declaration 
at the end of the current session. 
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FOOD MINESTER SPEAKS AT WORLD FOOD COUNCIL MEEFT 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 20 Jun 86 p 3 


[Text Foud Minister Major Gen , . 
(retd) Mahabbat Jan Chowdhury oo = mente ple pews yom 
bao told the warts Fuss —_- bring food within the reach of 
cil’s (WFC’s) on-going mecting the poor and the bungry 
in Rome that Beogladesh would | Speak ing on fo product on 
sreapeseueny hg 3 — io Bangladesh, the Minister said 
a 8 Soke inspite of recurent natural disas 
eee oon i. a a ters, the country had achievod 
eens > . near Bs te - an average growth rate of 3.5 
Dhaka wy ednesday, reports BSS percent in food production during 
he mognes 44 12th minise. the Second Five Year Plan. 
sant ate ane of the He said the main objective 
ara “en Chowdb said of country's agricultural sector 
Den Seth aetneien wy eanet for the current Third Five Year 
Hang wi Plan was to attaio self-sufficiency 
importance to the growing in foodgrain production. 
ca a yyy Cc ~ gk yn Referring to causes of lower 
e “ oy aaannaaings production, Gen Chowdhury said 
po ard , - v siatak ealiden ty luck of purchasing power among 
with oe on. ~ ; p Nm he the majority people living in the 
wee peewee , Third World countries had a 
Minister expressed the confidence direct bearing on prodyction, 
mes pe A ogg Bde gradually slowing it down toe 
tunity t Pook ‘ at the level lower than what the existing 
mares —  . listic polat technology and input availability 
Soon ane een ‘ should have dictated. He said it 
Africa's transitiou to food- should be mandatory to help the 
centred development was the large segment of the undernou- 
subject of the paper presented rished population through mak- 
by Bangladesh delogation to the ing enough avenues of produc- 
council's four-day meeting which tive employment by providing 
began on June 16. Food Sccre- necessary institutional aod iofra- 
tary AK M _— Kamaluddio structural facilities. 
Chowdhury was tho other mem- While endorsing the concept 
ber of the delegation. of a global food security system to 
Referring to the global food eliminate hunger and malouitri- 
situation, the Minister said that tion, General Chowdbury appea- 
despite tv. \de-long pursuits. the led to the international commu- 
world still lacked a dependable nity and WFC in particular to 
‘food strategy aod security undertake an emergent action 
system’ He said it was a plan based on either strengthe- 
disgrace that even after 1 years ning of the council through 
of the establishment of the Coun- improvement in its organization, 
vil at least ono out of five of the or a major restructuring of 
humanity goes to bed hungry. the council's function with signi- 
Atleast one fourth of the world's ficant structural and budgetary 
population had reither food noo changes or to develop & 
access to it, he added. new ‘approach to the council's 
Gen. Chowdhury emphasi- rolo in bringing about more 
sed that though increase ia food effective interaction among in- 
production at all levels were ternational fagencies under the 
necessary, but it was not going UN system concerned with food 
tu contribute to our fight against policies aad programmes. 
hunger unlessa viable system 
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REPORTAGE ON INDO-BANGLADESH RELATIONS 


Aid to Shanti Bahini 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 2 Jun 86 pp 1, 8 


{Text ] 


CHITTAGONG, June 1: 
RNangladesh has urged India to 
stop giving assistance in any 
form to Shantibahini. 

India has also beea reques- 
tedto hand over Shantibahini 
fugitives to Bangladesh where 
they committed heinous crimes 
by killing people and setting 
houses aflre. 

Lhe requests were made at 
the oflicial level meeting between 
the two countries held at the 
border town of Ramegarh under 
Khagrachhari district yesterd sy. 

The three-hour meeting was 
full of allegations and counter- 
allegations and at a stage it was 
about to collapse dus to heated 
exchange of words between the 
oflicials of the two sides. 

Bangladesh side said that it 
ably asserted its stand, 

ladian side, in course of 
discussion, placed a list of 10,434 
Panyvladesh tribals alleged to 
have crossed into Tripura state 
om Jutia in last two months. The 
Indian side pressed Bangladesh 
to uccept them within a weck. 

Bangladesh side said it was 
inipossible to accept them, with- 
out scrutioy, It said the list was 


doubtful as the iatlux of tribal 
people to India was not known 


to Bangladesh. 

Bangladesh algo wanted to 
know if the list was genuine, why 
India allowed such an Influz. 
indian side said, it was allowed 
on “humanitarian grounds,” 

Bangladesh roquested India 
to produce the alleged emigrants 
in person ata border polnt for 
scrutiny by Bangladesh autho- 
rities On a mutually agreed date. 
After the scrutiny, anyone found 
to be a Bangladesh citizen would 
be accepted, it said. 

It also said that in case of 
acceptance, the returnees would 
allowed only through Tabaich- 
hari transit point. 

Bangladesh team at the 
meeting was led by DC, Khagra- 
chhari and included SP and 
two BDR officials. 

Indian teme was’ led by 
District Magistrate of Udayapur, 
Tripura. It included BSF 
oltcials one one police official. 

The Commanding Officer of 
Ramgarh battalion of BDR, onc 
of the participants Of the meet- 
ing from Bangledesh side told 
DSS that Bangladesh explained 
clearly in the meetiug the gravity 
of atrocities being committed by 
the so-called Santibahinimon 
and its severe cunsequences in 
our social and national life. 














Foreign Minister Meets Press 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 2 Jun 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 


Voreign Minister Humayun 
Ratheed Chowdhury said bis 
mninistry wat not aware that .4ea 
Indian Border Security Foree 
(BST) had backed the so-called 
Sthaotibahiai insurgents during 
itsrecent rampage in Chitta- 
gong Hill Tracts, 

“We have not reccived any 
report from other agencies of 
the government and we have not 
been officially informed of any 
backing,’’ he said. 

Mr. Choudhury, who retook 
the charge of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs after expansion 
of the Cabinet last week was 
talking to newsmen at a regular 
briefing at the Foreign Ministry 
yosterday morning. 

Asked whether the Bangla- 
desh Government had lodged 
any formal protest with the 
Indian povernomont for its back- 
jng to Shantibahini insurgents 
operating from across the bor- 
der, the Foreign Minister said 
“We have not got official con- 
firmation yet." 


Foreign Secretary Varuk 
Ahmed Choudhury who was 
sitting beside the Foreign Minis- 
ter told the newsmen, ‘We have 
vot made any protest,” 


When his attention was 
drawn to the = press reports 
as appeared in the national 
dailies regarding the accusations 
made by Bangladesh officials 
ngainst the ASE for backing the 
jnsurpents ditectly from across 
the border foc carrying out 
destructive activities inside 
Bangindesh, the Foreiga Minis- 
ter said, ‘Weare not aware of 
ony such situation, Let the BUR 
(Bangladesh Rifles) tell us.** 


Ife, however, assured that 
the government would take up 
the matter with India “if it is es- 
tablished as a fact that the 
ludians are basking them. 


/13104 
CSO: 4600/1895 


If the Shantibahini men are 
being giveo succour by any 
foreign country we will certainly 
take the mutter as an uolricndly 
act, be romarked. 

Thenational dailies castied 
report circulated by official 
nows ageacy BSS (Bangladesh 
Sangbap Sangstha) on May 
18 quoting a BIR official that 
Bangladesh told the Indian side 
at a flag meeting in a vory clear 
term thatthe so-called Shantt- 
habinimen under the assistance 
and patronisation of BSF started 
coming inside Bangladesh terri- 
tory and indulge! io killing 
the innocent Jocal Bangladeshis, 
setting Gre to their homo- 
steads and destroying their 
property iudisctiminately since 
April 27 lastt.”’ 

Asked about the press 
reports on the Indian move for 
erecting barbed wire fence along 
the Bangladesh border, tho 
Foreigo Minister said he and his 
Ministry saw the report. 

Mr. Choudhury asked the 
conceined officials sitting with 
him whether they knew detalii 
information about it. He, how- 
ever, said he himself was not 
aware of the latest develop- 
ments as he took charge 
of his office the otherday after 
elections. 

Mr Choudhury returned 
ftom both the seats he contested 
in his home district of Sylhet 
in the May7 parliamentary 
polls. 

Replying to another ques- 
tion on arrest of a number of 
Bangladesh nationals in the 
Indiaa state of Puvjab whon the 
police action was taken against 
the Sikh extremists in tne trou- 
ble-torn state, the Foreign 
Minister said, ‘‘Wo asked our 
High Commission in Deihi to 
report.’ 

Asked about the eatly repa- 
triation of the stranded Tl’akis- 
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tani nationals from Baogladesh, 
he said the issue still rcimained 
unresolved. 

SAARC 

Tho Foreign Minister told 
a questioner, ‘*We are trying to 
develop a SAARC spirit of 
cooperation’’ pointing out that 
many bilateral problem among 
the South Asian countrics had 
softened since the lauaching 
of the regional forum. 

"We have seco the SAARC 
spirit at Uric Char but none of 
the problems has been solved 
yet,” Mc. Choudhury said and 
added ‘if the results were there 
than the South Talpatly would 
have been back to us"’. 

The Foreign Minister how- 
ever expressed his satisfaction at 
the progress achieved by the 
SAARC since it was launched io 
Dhaka in last December. He 
hoped that between now and the 
next summit to be held in Delhi 
by the year-end ‘we hope to 
consolidate what has already 
been achicved and prepare the 
ground fora second and more 
dynamic pttase of activity after 
the second summit. 

Replying to a question on 
the structureof the nroposed 
SAARC socretariat and its 
location Mr Choudhury said ‘we 
envisage a modest secretariat to 
begin with aod then build up oo 
it.” Regarding the location he 
said Pakistan had made a pro- 
posal during the first summit 
that the secretariat be situated ia 
Kathmunodu capital city of 
Nepal. The proposal was beiog 
examined he added. 

The Foreing Miuister said 
President: Lt. General H.M. 
Ershad would pay a four-day 
state visit to Bhutao from June 3 
to begin his serics of visits to 
other six SAARC countries. Tho 
visits to other countries were 
being worked out, he said. 
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[Text ] 
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DAUAGRAM, June 21: Homé 
Minister Maj, Gen, Mahmudul 
Hasan visited Dahagram en- 
clave under Patgram police 
stution of Lalmonirhat district 
today says on official handout 

The Minister was accompanl- 
ed by Home Secretary Kazl 
Azhor Ali, Director General of 
Bangladesh Rifles Maj.. Gen, 
Shan Ahmed Choudhury and 
I G Mr AR Khandaker. 


Addressing a largely attended 
public miecting at the enclave 
the Minister said that the In- 
dian government did not allow 
free access through “Tin Bigha” 
to our police force though there 
js an excellent friendly rela- 
tion between India and Bang- 
ladesh. He referred to the 
existence of a police outpost 
at Dehagram during the Pak- 
istan days with free access for 
the force though there was «0 
such friendly relation betwen 
Pakistan and India in those 


days The Minister further said 
that the present government 
of India could not yet imple- 
ment the Agreement signed by 
Mrs Indira Gandhi, the then 
Prime Minister of India, {or 
reasons best known to them 
though Bangladesh side imple- 
mented the Agreement long 
ngo. | : % 4] 

Referring to the local prob- 
Iem, the Minister said that a 
health sub-centre would be 
set up ond 20- tubewells would 
be instelled at Dahagram soon 
To develop communications 
in the enclave, wheat under 
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Food-for-Work programme, 
would be sanctioned so that 
local people could develop their 
own roads by themselvea, the 
Minister sdded, 


‘The Minister assured the local 
people of ali possible Govern. 
ment help and assistance for 
all out development of tha 
area, 


Heme Secretary Kazi Azhat 
Ali told the meeting that over 
a year back he had long dis- 
cussion with Mr Bhandari, tho 
then Foreign Secretary of In- 


dia on the miseries of the peo- 
ple of Dahzgram ond Angor- 
pata, He said that Mr Bhandiri 
had essured him that the “Tin 
bigha”™ corridor would be trans 


ferred to Bangladesh in a few 
months time to mitigate tho 
sufferings of ihe Bangladeshis 
in the Enclave but unfortunate- 
ly no progress has yet becn 
madc by the Jndian side. 


Farlier, the representatives 
of the local people elaborately 
discussed their problems ond 
miseries with the Minister cal- 
ling the visit of the Minister 


and high officials as histcric 
one. They observed that dur- 
ing the last 59 years this type 
of visit by a Minister and high 
officials could rot take place 


due to difficult communications 
through “Tin-bigha” corridor. 
They requesi:d the Home Min- 
ister to arrange such visits in 
future in order to mitigate thei: 
suiferings and solve their prob 
ler, 
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LNFORMATION MINISTER ON CONSTITUTION AMENDMENTS 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 24 Jun 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 


Information Minister Shah 
Moazzem Hossain said in Dhaka 
on Sunday that the Martial Law 
Proclamation of March 24, 1982 
would remain as the only legal 
source of power to fill the void 
in governing the state affairs 
under the existing situation, re- 
ports BSS. 


In reply to the statements 
of some opposition leaders in- 
cluding the Awami League Pre- 
sident, Shah Moazzem in a state 
ment said that the President 
and Chief Martial Law Admin- 
istrator had revived parts of 


the suspended Constitution as 
per the Proclamations of March 
24 of 1982 for the sake of con- 
vening the session of Parlia- 
ment, establishment of demo- 
cratic government § and with+ 
drawal of Martial Law. . 


The Information Minister 
sald that the people from all 
walks of life had highly appre- 
clated the [resident for such a 
bold step and for his sincerity 
towards the withdrawal of Mar 
tial Law and establishment of 
a dernocratic government. 


Shah Monzzem urged the po- 
litical leaders to refrain from 
{ssulng unsubstantial statements 
creating confusion among the 
members of public for greater 
interest of the country as well 
as for establishing a democra- 
tic government, ; 

Shah Moazzem Hossain said 
that the partial revival of the 
Constitution was almed_ at 
establishing a democratic gov- 
ernment through lifting Mar- 
tin] Law as early as_ possible 
to fulfil the President's commit 
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ment to the people. This has 
reflected the good Intention of 
the President, he said and ad- 
ded thai without the revéval of 
the suspended Constitution 
there was no legal way to con- 
vene the session of the new- 
ly-elected Parliament. — 

The Information Minister 
pointed out that the statement 
{issuing leaders were telling on 
the one hand that revival of 
the Constitufion without any 
basis or reference of Martlal 
Law or civil laws and rules 
was fllegal on the other hand, 
they were demanding total re- 
vival cf the Constitution sus- 
pended under Martial Law. ' 

Shah Moazzem said that if 


the partie] revival of the sus- 
pended Constitution was ille- 
gal according to their argu- 
ments, than the complete re- 
vival of the Constitution would 
also be filegal, Shah Moazzent 


asked ff it was then would not 


the election of AWami League 
President, her party members 
and members of other parties 
in the May 7 parilament elec- 
tion held under Martlal Law 
be iMNegal® 


Shah Moazzem expressed his 
surprise and sald that thesé 
leaders by terming the gradual 
revival of the susnended Cons 
stitution as illegal these lead- 
ers infact were wanting con- 
tinuation of Martial Law in- 
stead of establishing a demo4 
cratic government. P 

Referring to the demand of 
the statement-issuing ieaders 
regarding the withdrawal -of 
Martial Law, the Information 
Minister sald that the process 
of lifting Martial Law could not 
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be completed by creating a 
leral void because of the dc- 
mand by any particular party 
or parties, The withdrawal of 
Martial Law as per the decision 
of the majority Members in 
the Parliament session would 


be democratic and constitution 


al, he sald. 


Shah Moazzem said that in 
order to show respect to and 


‘confidence in democracy it was 


absolutely essential to be res- 
pectful of tne decision of the 
majority members, He urged 
all the democratic tninded lead- 


ers to take mental prenaration 


to show respect to the deci- 
sions of the majority members. 

The Information Minister said 
that President Ershad had ful- 
filled all his commitments in- 
cluding the holding of Parlia- 
ment elections and convening 
of Parliament session, - 


He said that President Ershad 
had started the process of the 
revival of the suspended Con- 
stitution as pet his commitment 
to establish a democratic gov- 
ernment. There is no question 
of dcceit In it, he added 

Shah Moazzem charged said 
that these leaders were playing 
tricks through statements to 
nrolone Moertial Law for the 
interest of their partics. 
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Regarding the contention 
that a conspiracy was being 
hatched to prolong Martial Law 
because of imaginary lack of 
possibility of legalising in Par- 
lament the activities of last 
four years, Shah Moazzem 
pointed out that the people 
through the 1984 referendum 
had given their verdict to Pre- 
sident H M Ershad_ and his 
programmes and had cmpow- 
ered him fo run the affairs of 
the state till the election of a 
new President in the country. 


Shah Moazzem said that the 
proclamation of March 24, 1982 
fs the only legal source of law 
in running the affairs of the 
state in the absence of the Con 
stitution. On the basis of that 
powers, the Constitution is sus- 
pended, the election to the 


Parliament was held, tha ses- 
sion of Parliament {s convenéd 
and the Constitution is being 
revived. So the proclaimed Mar 
tial Law is the justified and 
legal source of laws for the 
legalisation of the activities of 
Government during four years. 

Moreover. Shah Moazzem 
said. the Government has re- 
quired numbers of Members of 
Parliament to legalise the actt- 
vities during the last four 
years. 
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BNP RESOLUTLON CALLS FOR UNITY OF FORCES 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 24 Jun 86 pp l, 8 


[Text ] Bangladesh Nationalist Par- 
ty (K) on Monday called for 
restoration of j§§ democracy 
through ® mass movement 
based on greater unity of all 
patriotic and nationalist poli- 
ticnl parties, groups and in- 
dividyals, . 


In apolitical = resolution, 
the party standing committee | 
alleged that the long-term| 
objective of “entente of a 
political party” with those 
in powcr was to turn the 
comtry into n vassal state 
after weakening all patriotic, 
and nationalist partics and 
forces, 

Vhe BNP standing com- 
mittee which had been in a 
marathon session, alleged 
that the political crisis had 
decpened after the May 7 


polls in which, it claimed, 
there was no atmosphere of 
spontancous participation of 
the people. It claimed that 
BN?’s decision to boycot the 
polls was proved true by the 
post-polls situation. 


It claimed that the parlia- 
ment formed through Maye 7 
polis did not truely represent 
the ten crores ptople. The 
economic backbone of the 
country was broken due to 
cerryuption, local  industrics 
were facing destruction in 
the face of smuggling, and 
the country had turned into 
a market of foreign goods, 
the commitire added. 
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OPPOSITION ALLIANCES ANNOUNCE PROGRAM 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 24 Jun 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 


The two alliances of the 
seven and five partics yesterday 
announced their programme to 
observe ‘black day’ on July 10, 
the day the newly elected parlia- 
ment goes intu session. 

In identical statements the 
two alliances and BNP, a com- 
ponent of the scvea-party 
grouping, added four more 
issucs to their five-point dem- 
and and saidthe day will be 
marked by rallies and demonst- 
rations in Dhaka city aod 
elsewhere in the country. 

They also) announced that 
they would hold meetings and 
processions iu Whaka city and 
its neighbourhood = from July }, 
and a ‘mass contact’ progianmme 
will start from June 26 to mobi- 
lise support infavour of the 
fresh programme. 

In a lengthy statement, 
which came after a number of 
rounds of parleys and meetings 
between thein, the two alliances 
outlined their demands saying 
that it aimed at ending Martial 
Lawand transfering power to 
the people's representatives on 
the basis of the five points, 

lollowiug are the demands: 
(a) lhe resignation of president 
Ershad's goveroment and tran- 
sfer of power to a non-partisan 
nculral caretak government. 

(b) Camplete withdrawal of 
Martial Law and return of the 
armed forces tothe barracks, 
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(c) Concellation of the par- 
liamentary polls and dissolutioa 
of the parliament which they 
said was held under a blueprint 
and holding of fresh pulls to 
elect a sovereign parliament on 
the basis of a free and fair elec- 
tion, 


(d) tu ensure full {recdom 
of judiciary, restoration of fund- 
ainental and democratic rights 
including the rightof trade 
union, 

(e) Repeal of Printing and 
Publications Act, withdrawal 
of press censurship and removal 
of discrepancies in distribution 
of advertisements to ensure 
froedom of the press. 


(f) Release of political 
prisoners detaincd without 
trial, withdrawal of warrants, 
setting aside of convictions undcr 
Martial Law, repeal of all biack 
law including Special Powers Act 
of 1974, 


(g) Implementation of the 
agrecment with the SKOP, 
ending of lay off, luck out and 
retrenchment of workers. 

(h) Acceptance of the dema» 
ods of theteachers ed the 
students. 

(i) reduction of prices of 
agricultural inputs, exemption of 
aeticultural loans and ensuring of 
fair prices for farm produces and 


(j) Reduction of prices of 
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essentials, ensuring of safety and 
security in the society from the 
hands of anti social elements, 
prevention of repression on 
women and effective steps agai- 
nst smuggling. 

Analysing the prevailing 
situation ia the country foilow- 
ing elections, the two alliances 
said that the goveroment was 
now (trying to legalise its four 
years of Martial Law and pio- 
vide a constitutional shape to 
itself. Even the demands for can- 
cellation of polls from those who 
participated in it had been igno- 
red and the government is show- 
ing utter disregard to the five-poit 
demand to resolve the present 
political crisis due to betrayal 
by certain circles of the five 
point demand. The fundamen- 
talrights and participation of 
the people in running the gover- 
nment had been kept under sus- 
pension despite partial revival 
of the constitution, The Martial 
Law had remained in force des- 
pite assurances to withdraw it 
aod arrangements are underway 
to hold presidential polls under 
Martial Law to keep President 
Earshad in power,” the two 
alliances said. 

The statement also expressed 
concern over the rising prices, 
law and order situation, non- 
implementation of the agreement 
with SKOP, corruption and 
smuggling . 





JSD FACTION QUITS EIGHT-PARTY ALLIANCE 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 25 Jun 86 pp l, 8 


[Text ] 
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JSD (Siraj) has formally 
decided to sever its connection 
with the eight-party alliance 
that Includes the Awami League. 

This decision was takeu io 
the three-day mecting of the 
partys national committee whieh 
concluded yesterday. The o:ce- 
ting was chaired by Shajahan 
Sicaj, President of the organi- 
sation. 

The party also expressed 
vials of wrath against the aati- 
election political camp iacluding 
the BNP. It was viewed in the 
meeting that those parties which 
had * czcatied the elcctlus in the 
nawe of movement and failed 
to gst reponse from the people 
to resist it had io fact indirectly 
helped the present government 
to adhere to power. 

While calling upon the 

ssive democrats and 
"leftist forces and people from 
all classes and professions to get 
united to build up a mass move- 
ment the party alerted all agaia- 
st the Awami League's efforts to 
wrest gains for itself from the 
movement. 

A ten-point demand was 
worked out ion the mecting aod 
it was resulved by the party that 
it would launch an _ action 
programme shortly to realise its 
dem inds. 

The demands are: (1) holding 
of free and fair election afresh 
vedor a neutral and = non-parti- 
sw cuetaker government ia 
thoes constituencie where Awami 
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League and Jatiya Party resorted 
to alleged rebbery of vote and 
violence for win of the candida- 
tes, (2) complete withdrawal of 
Martian Law in the first session 


of parliament, (3) immediate res- 
toration of the constitution io its 
entirety and holding of pariia- 
mentary session under it, (4) 
holding of discussion on the na- 
tional budget io the parliament, 
(5) lowering of prices of essent- 
jals, (6) reduction in the prices 
of agricultural inputs and equip- 
meot and exemption of agricult- 
ural loan (7) acceptance of the 


demands of workers aod siudents' 
(8). fixation of lowest price 
of JutsatTk. 450to 500(9) 
control of the deteriorating law 
and order situation and (10) 
release of political detainees. 
Referring to the ‘ 15-party” 
(elght-patty) alliance a _ resolu- 
tion of the meeting said that the 
atrocious aod undemocratic 
activitics of Awami League 
against the other components of 
the alliance in the election bad 


affected the core objective of 
participation io it and disrupted 
the alliances unity. Aad e1ce 
the question of unity wiih the 
Awami League any longer does 
not arise at all, it added. 


Io another resolution ithe 
party Organising Secretary 
A.B.M. Shajahan has been made 
Acting General Secretary of the 
party. 
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX RISES 11 PERCENT IN YEAR 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 18 Jun 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 
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The general consumer price 
index of middle income fa- 
milics went up by 10.57 per 
cent during a period of 12 


months ending in March, 1986, ' 


according to the Bangladesh 
tank, 

The price index in March, 
1985 was 397.42 (base‘ 1973- 
74=100) in March, 1985, in- 
creased to 439.41 in March, 
1986. 


The increase in the price of 
consumer goods duripg the 
period under review was the 
highest ‘n Khulna, 12.52 per 
cent, followed by Chittagong 
3*.62 yer cent). The increase 
in Dhaka was the lowest (7.77 
per cent), In Rajshahi, the 
consumer price index increa- 
sed by 10.53 per cent, 


According tc the selected 


economic indicators compiled 
by Bangladesh Bank, price of 
essential commodities excep- 
ting dry chilies and tea in- 
creascd substantially over a 
period of one year ending 
la May 3, 1986. Frices of 
rice (coarse) increased by 12 
per cent, rice meiium by 8 


per cent, atta by 17 per ‘cent, 
lentil (masur dal) by #2 per 
cent, potatoes 80 per ceni, 
onion by 18 per cent, fish by 
40 per cent, beef by 20 per 
cent, mutton by 30 per cent, 
suger by 66 per cent, eggs by 
27 per cent, fire wood by 25 
rer cent, long cloth by 11 
per cent, fraree by 23 per 
cent and lung! by 27 per 
cent. Prices of dry chillies 
and tea decreased by 14 per 
cent end 10 per cent res- 
pactively. 
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PAPER REPORTS ON SITUATION IN NEWSPAPER INDUSTRY 


Memorandum to President 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 25 Jun 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] Ihe Central Action Comm- tesumption of the two newspapers 
ittee of Bangladesh Newspepers and implemeniation of 35 per 
aod News has sought eent DA in the two news papers. 
the President's interfereace in the 


The memorandum noted 
that in many countries of the 
world, the governments take for 
the thue being responsibility of 


situation jo the coua- 
ce industry jo the 
wake of filing of a case against 


the Newspaper Employees Wage kecping alive organisations plag- 
Board and stoppage of publication ved with problems and facing 
of the Bangladesh Observer extinction. ‘What we want is that 
the Chitzaili. the Bangladesh Observer and 
lo a memoraodum to the the Chitrali tun smoothly,” 


President yesterday, the Action 
Committee apprised him of 
the overall ogy in = 
pewspaper industry 

and that of the Observer 
aod Chitraliin particular aad 
Called for acceptance of its 
demands. 


said the memorandum. 


It also called for withdra- 
walof the ban on publication 
of the Ekota and other news- 
Papers. 

The memorandum has been 

sigoed by President and General 
Secretary respectively of BFUJ 
Habibur Rahman Milan aud 
Syed Zafar, DUS President Shab- 
jaban Mia and General Sccre- 
tary Abul Kalam Azad, President 
of Rangladesh Sangbadpatra Pr- 
oss Stramik FederatJon M.A. Ka- 
tim and Geoeral Secrtary — 
Hussain and President of Ssogb- 
adpatra Karmachasi (employees) 
Federation Jahangir Kabir and 
General Secretary Mr Mozam- 
mel! Hussain. 


Lesirting conspiracy against the 
Wege Board holding of meet- 
ing of the Wage Board sol- 
ving the problems of all new: 
paper iociuding the Bang- 
jadesh Observer and issuance 
of appointment ‘etters — to all 
pewspapers and sews agency 
employees. 
\- Avvout the Observer aod the 
“hitrali the committee sour: 
yw President's interfhrence for 


Government Press Note 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 25 Jun 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] The government issued the 


following Press Note in Dhaka telow 





yesterday, reports DSS. 

“The government has been 
nvticiog that it is being urged to 
accept the demands of the jour- 
polists and other e:nployee- of 
~aepiuere in connection with 
the dispute existingin Bangla- 
desh Observer. The position of 


The demands of the journa- 
lists and other employees of tbe 
pewspapers are es follows : 

1. Tofollthe conspiracy 


against the Wage Board. 
2. To convene the meeting 
of the Wage Board. am 
3. Toresolve the crisis in 
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Bangladesh Observer and ENA. 

It is not very clear to govetir 
ment what base been meant by 
the conspiracy agaiast the Wags 
Roard. The gavernment has con- 
stituled the Wage Board and 
the Interim recommendation of 
the Wage Hoard has already 
been accepted by the government. 

In fact, this recommendation 
of the Wage Board has beeu 
implemented in most of the 
newspapers and wuews agencies. 
So far as the writ petition 
made by the toaoagement of 
Bangladesh Observer is concer- 
ned the goverumeut feels that 
anybody has the right to seek 
redress ia the court of law if he 
feels sggrioved hy auy decision 
of the government. The govern- 
ment has decided to contest the 
Writ Petition which will come up 
for hearing soon. 


As for the demand of conv- 
eving the mecting of the Wage 
Board, this has already heen 
done. The Wage Hoatd has voa- 
vened the next meeting on June 
26, the Press Note said. 

The dispute in ENA has 
already been resolved througt 
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invtual discussion between 
employees and management of 
ENA. So far as the dispute in 
Bangladesh Observer is concer- 
ned the government's position is 
that it ‘4 .purely an employces- 
managemement dispute ina 
privately owned company. There 
are legal recourses available for 
resolving such disputes and the 
disputing parties should make 
use of such legal process 
available. 


The govetnoment sincerely 
hopes that both the employess 
aod the mapagement of 
Bangladesh Observer would try to 
resolve their disputes through 
esbtalished legal procedures and 
by mutual discussion. aod not 
through means which are _con- 
trary to national interest. The 
demands of the Bangladesh 
Observer employees do not 
affect the interest of the 
ermoployees or managements of 
other newspapers, It is, therefore, 
expected that the issues will be 
scen in proper perspective and 
resolved through mutual uader- 
standiag aod negotiations. 
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TUNISIAN ENVOY NAMED--Mr Mchammed Trabelsi has been appointed Ambassador of 
Tunisia to Bangladesh with residence in Islamabad, the foreign office 
announced on Friday, reports BSS. Born on 25 January 1941 Mr Trabelsi 
graduated from the University of Alexandria in 1961 and joined the ministry of 
foreign affairs of Tunisia the same year. He held various important positions 
at home and abroad. He is married and has three children. [Text] [Dhaka THE 
BANGLADESH TIMES in English 21 Jun 86 p 3] /13104 


AMBASSADOR TO SWEDEN--The Government has decided to appoint Maj. Gen. (Retd.) 
K. M. Safiullah, at present High Commissioner of Bangladesh to Canada, as 
Ambassador of the People's Republic of Bangladesh to Sweden, a Foreign Office 
announcement on Tuesday said, reports BSS. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH 
TIMES in English 18 Jun 86 p 3] /13104 


BURMESE AMBASSADOR'S CREDENTIALS--The Ambassador-designate of the Socialist 
Republic of Union of Burma, U Kyee Myint presented his credential to President 
Hussain Muhammad Ershad at Bangabhaban in Dhaka on Tuesday morning, reports 
BSS. Presenting his letter of credence, the new envoy expressed the hope that 
the friendly relations existing between the two neighbours--Burma and 
Bangladesh--will be strengthened further during the tenure of his office here. 
Reciprocating the sentiments President Ershad assured the envoy of all 
possible cooperation and assistance in the discharge of his duties. Earlier, 
on his arrival at Bangabhaban, U Kyee Myint was given a guard of honour by the 
President's Guard Regiment. He took salute and inspected the guard. [Text] 
[Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 13 Jun 86 p 3] /13104 


PLO REPRESENTATIVE--The Representative of Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Mohammad Shahata Zarab presented his letter of introduction to President 
Ershad at Bangabhaban on Sunday morning reports BSS. The PLO Representative 
thanked President Ershad, his government and people of Bangladesh for their 
unequivocal support to the cause of the Palestinian people. He expressed his 
confidence that the support will continue until the realisation of their 
legitimate rights of a separate homeland of their own. Reciprocating 
President Ershad assured the PLO Representative of all possible help and 
cooperation to the PLO in the days ahead. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH 
OBSERVER in English 16 Jun 86 p 1] /13104 
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AMBASSADOR TO PHILIPPINES--Bangladesh Ambassador to Philippines Major General 
M.A. Mannaf presented his credentials to President Corazon Aquino in a simple 
ceremony at the Malacanang Palace on June 10 an official Press release said on 
Thursday night reports BSS. He conveyed to President Aquino and through her 
to the government and the peoples of the Philippines warm felicitations and 
greetings from the honourable President and peoples of Bangladesh. He also 
stressed the need for consolidating existing friendly relations by expanding 
the areas of cooperation in economic political and cultural fields between 
Bangladesh and the Philippines for the benefit of the peoples of two 
countries. In response President Aquino conveyed her warmest greeting to 
President Lt. General H.M. Ershad and best wishes to the people of Bangladesh. 
She hoped that the Philippines and Bangladesh could explore areas and avenues 
for widening the existing bilateral cooperation in various fields for mutual 
benefit. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 14 Jun 86 p 8] 
/13104 


SOUTH AFRICA CONDEMNED--Bangladesh on Saturday condemned the reimposition of 
emergency in South Africa describing it as a “deplorable act" against the 
oppressed people of South Africa, reports BSS. A spokesman of the Foreign 
Office on Saturday said the government had received with anguish the news of 
the reimposition of emergency in South Africa and reiterated Bangladesh's 
unflinching solidarity with the majority people of that country. He said the 
Government of Bangladesh strongly condemns this deplorable act which is yet 
another demonstration of the desperation of the minority White racist regime 
in the face of united resistance of the Black majority against the universally 
hated system of apartheid. The Government and people of Bangladesh, he said, 
are convinced of the ultimate victory of the oppressed and persecuted people 
of South Africa. The spokesman also expressed the grief of the Government and 
the people of Bangladesh at the loss of so many valuable lives and injury to 
many more in the “senseless and despicable violence” perpetrated by the South 
African police and military. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 
English 15 Jun 86 p 1] /13104 
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SOVIET-AIDED UNITS NOW SERFKING WESTERN TECHNOLOGY 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 25 Jun 86 p 6 








[Text] 


New Delhi, June 24 (UNI): Some 
of the India’s Soviet-aided enter- 
prises are switching to the West 
for technology imports. These 
entcrprises have diversified into 
new product :lines as also their 
sources of technology. The new 
technology for these product 
lines is being imported Jargely 
from Western sources. 

This has been stated in a re- 
cent doctoral thesis submitted 
bv Dr Santosh Mehrotra to the 
University of Cambridge. It has 
been approved by the uni- 
versity. 

Among the enterprises the 
thesis has mentioned are the 
Heavy Engineering Corporation, 
Ranchi, Mining and Allied 
Machinery Corporation 
(MAMC), Durgapur, the Bharat 
Heavy Electricals (Bhel) and the 
Indian Drugs and Pharmaceutic- 
als (IDPI.), Rishikesh. 

The thesis is entitled Fcono- 
mic relations between a central- 
ly planned and a developing eco- 
nomy: Indo-Soviet trade and 
technology transfer. 

Dr Mehrotra says the explana- 
tion for this lies in the fun- 
damental inability “of the Soviet 
economic svstem to generate 
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rapid technological progress. Or 
at least, it is the Indian percep- 
tion (changing with time as Indi- 
an technology capacity grows) of 


‘the relative inferiority of Soviet 


technology.” 

In certain sectors, such as 
metallurgy, the absence of effec- 
tive marketing by Soviet foreign 
trade organisations in the Indian 
market may be more important. 
Unlike Western firms, enter- 
prises in these centrally planned 
economies have no direct  in- 
terest in foreign trade. 

Dr Mehrotra says Soviet 
attempts at introducing new in- 
stitutional forms in Indo-Soviet 
econontic relations is an evi- 
dence no: only of greater com- 
mercial approach, but also an 
attempt to give «4 new dynamisin 
to Soviet exports of machinery 
to India. 

Thus the repeate.. Soviet 
proposal in the inter- 
governmental meetings to set up 
joint plants with Indian firms in 
their countries and joint produc- 
tion of manufacturers on a com- 
pensation basis, are primarily 
motivated by the desire to in- 
crease Soviet machinery ex- 
ports. 


New Soviet aid in the eighties 
has the same objective. The 
thesis says, however, the wide 
and relatively sophisticated in 
dustrial base India has acquired 
makes the prospect of a major 
increase in Soviet machinery ex 
ports to India in the near tuture 
“a somewhat remote possi 
bility.” 


The thesis found that Soviet 
aid and technology transter in- 
volved two tvpes of benefits to 
the country. First, the burden of 
Servicing Soviet loans through 
bilateral exports was lower than 
that of loans to be repaid in hard 
currency. 

Second, Dr Mehrotra says 
Soviet offers of aid enabled the 
Indian government in) many 
cases to break the monopoly ot 
transactional companies in India 
and strenghtened the igovern 
ment’s bargaining position with 
the transnationals. 


The thesis found that. the 
country’s experience as a rect- 
pient of Soviet technology com- 
pared favourably with its expert- 
ence as a recipient of Western 
technology. 
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RUSSIAN SELECTIVITY SAID TO DEPRESS TEA MARKET 


Calcutta THE TRLEGRAPH in English 23 Jun 86 p 6 


The overdependence on 
CTC tea. The J. Thomas report 


[Text] 


Calcutta, June 22: Both tea 
prices and production were de- 
clining in unison this year which 
is an unusual feauture according 
to tea industry sources. 

The industry points out a num- 
ber of reasons behind the declin- 
ing prices, the most important 
being the extreme selectivity of 
the Soviet buyer operating in 
the Indian auctions. Experts feel 
that it was a wrong decision to 
“unofficially request” the USSR 
to rescue the dipping Indian tea 
matket towards the end of 1985 
by making some large purch- 
ases. 

Quick to grab the opportunity, 
the buyers, for the Russians lap- 
ped up everything that was 
offered and actively supported 
the market. As a result, of the 
total Indian tea exports of 222.4 
million kg against the planned 
target of 220 million kg, the 
Soviet Union alone accounted 
for about 100 million kg com- 
pared to only 72 million kg pro- 
vided for in the bilateral trade 
agreement. The J. Thomas 
annual review for 1985 states “It 
is relevant to note that exports 
during the last quarter alone 
were 98.3 million kg—the high- 


est ever achieved by the country 
in that period. The radical shift 
in the pattern of our exports 
continued to unfold and man- 
ifest itself further—from free 
trade to barter and_ bilateral 
trade agreement countries.” 

At this point of time, industry 
experts had cautioned the gov- 
ernment on the dangerous trend 
and had specially drawn atten- 
tion to the Soviet purchase of 


states “CTC exports were also 
given a fillip by the USSR and 
losses sustained in the export of 
this category to the West, were 
to a large extent compensated 
for by increased exports to the 


USSR.” Industry experts state 
that it was difficult to under- 
stand the guvernment’s policy 
regarding CTC tea. The Union 


commerce ministry has always 


made it clear that domestic tea 
prices must be kept at a reason- 
able level and as CTC is mainly 
consumed in the country most of 
the regulatory steps were geared 
to retain as much CTC as was 
possible within the country. In 
this context the policy to allow 
the Soviet Union to buy a sub- 
stuntial amount of CTC 
appreared to he rather contra- 
dictory. 

In 1985, tea export licences to 
the Soviet Union touched 103 
million kg compared to 76 mil- 
lion kg in the previous period 
while exports to the UK stood at 
26 million kg against 39 million 
Re in 1984. Similarly, exports to 
Gulf countries—Iran, ARE and 
Iraq-diopped to 19 million kg, 16 
million kg and 6 million kg from 
22 million kg, 17 million kg and 
10 million kg respectivelv. The 
country also suffered a major set 
back in West Germany, which 
buys very high quality tea. Fx- 


ports in 1985 fell to three million. 


ke from five million kg in 1984. 

Tea industry sources state that 
last year’s purchase of 100 mil- 
lion kg by the Soviet Union did 
not set a trend. Rather it made 
them selective this vear as they 
have enough stocks to hold on to 
until the rains tea arrive from 
July onwards. 
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Soviet purchases and the neglect 
of the traditional markets is the 
major reason for the decline in 
tea prices even at a time when 
production worldover was fall- 
ing, sources said. 

The estimate of production up 
to April this year in the Assam 
valley and Cachar is about 22 
million kg against 35 million kg 


in the previous vear. Production 
in Darjeeling, Dooars and Terai 
during the period has been 14 
million kg compared to 25 mil 
lion kg in 1985. The total north 
Indian crop till April, 1986 fell 
short by 24 million kg compared 
to 1985. South Indian crop, on 
the contrary, was ahead by ab- 
out three million kg over the 
previous vear mainly due to 
good production in Tamil Nadu, 
where the crop estimade is 29 
million kg against 25 million kg 
in the previous vear. However, 
there has been crop shortfalls in 
Kerala and Karnataka. As a re- 
sult of all these shortfalls the all 
India crop up to April was short 
by about 21 million kg as com- 
pared to 1985. 

Prices also declined at all ma- 
jor tea auctions in the world 
during the period January to 
April, 1986. In the Calcutta, 
Guwahati and Siliguri auctions, 
prices fell by an average on 16.4 
per cent over that of 1985. In the 
Cochin, Coonoor and Coimba- 
tore auctions the decline was 
33.9 per cent. 

In the Chittagong, Colombo 
and Mombasa auctions, the de- 
cline was about 41, 40 and 23 per 
cent against the last vear’'s 
prices during the same period. 
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However, the highest decline 
was witnessed in the London 
auction where prices dropped on 


an average by 45 per cent. 


Industry sources point out that 
the other major reason behind 
this drop was the decline in oil 
prices which has tightened the 
liquidity postition of the Gulf 
countries. Most of India’s Gulf 
consumers were gradually turn- 
ing to sources of cheaper tea in 
Sri Lanka and Indonesia, whose 
prices were often lower by as 
much as Rs 15 per kg compared 
to Indian tea. 

The tea experts say that the 
country should now tap the non- 
traditional buyers and promote 
exports. Among the countries 
they point to are the United 
States, which imports a total tof 
80 million kg, but where the 
Indian share was only three mil- 
lion kg. Similarly, the country 
exported only one million kg to 
Canada whose total tea imports 
were 20 million kg. A potential 
market also existed in Australia, 
which buys only one million kg 
of Indian tea against its total 
imports of 20 million kg. India’s 
share of tea exports to Saudi 
Arabia was only two million kg 
against that country's total im- 
ports of 18 million kg. 
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PRESIDENT ADDRESSES TROOPS IN KASHMIR BORDER AREA 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 29 Jun 86 p 4 


[Text ] 


/13046 
CSO: 


Srinagar, June 28: The Presi- 
dent, Mr Zail Singh, today 
warned India’s hostile neigh- 
bours not to take any adventur- 
ist step that could prove counter- 
productive. “India can never 
bow before anyone howsoever 
giant he may be.” He told Army 
troops at Ur! and Baramulla, 
bordering Pakistan occupied 
Kashmir, and added, “We have 
never bent so far nor shall we 
bend in future.” 

The President on a five-day 
tour of Kashmir, said certain big 
power hatched “conspiracies” 
against the country’s sovereign- 
ty and integrity but these were 
foiled. “We were bruised but not 
destroyed,” he said. 

The President reiterated that 
India wanted to have friendly 
relations with Pakistan. But he 
said, “We too expect them to 
reciprocate with similar senti- 
ments.” 


4600/1920 
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Mr Zial Singh said India was 
being forced to spend a lot on 
defence. The huge amount could 
otherwise be diverted to various 
developmental works, including 
eradicating poverty, increasing 
the agricultural wealth and 
boosting industries in the coun- 
try. “But we are helpiess be- 
cause this huge military expend- 
iture has been thrust on us as 
there is heavy arms buildup 
across our borders,” he said. 

Reiterating that India wanted 
to have peace with Pakistan, the: 
President said both the coun- 
tries belonged to the same fami- 
ly. He said New Delhi had ex- 
tended its help to Bangladesh 
during the time of its crisis as it 
was facing the wrath of military 
dictators. “We only wanted 
these helpless people to have 
their own way and nothing else,” 
he added. 
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NATION TO RESUME ROLE IN SRI LANKA PEACE BID 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Jun 86 p lL 





[Text | 


NEW DELHI, June 24. 


NDIA has decided to resume its 

initiative in ending the stalemate 
over the ethnic issue in Sn Lanka 
and will now Torward to the Sn 
Lankan Tamils the alternative 
proposals received from Colombo. 

These proposals incorporate certain 
clanfications and = modified for- 
mulations on devolution of powers. 
These were considered by the external 
allairs ministry and apparently found 
to be worthy of being presented to the 
Sn Lankan Tamil groups. 

A spokesman of the external affairs 
ministry said “we feel a stage has been 
reached where the package of proposals 
in regard to the devolution of power 
can be conveved to Sn Lankan Tamils 
for their careful consideration.” 

Some of these alternative for- 
mulations were secured by india from 
( olombo and the decision to resume 
the initiative was taken only after these 
were caamined closely in the light of 
the aspirations of the Sn Lankan 
Tamils. 

In reply to questions, the spokesman 
said the government was acting in 
pursuance of its policy of offering its 
good offices in settling the ethnic 
problem in the island nation. 


India had carlier sent a high-level | 


delegation to Colombo led by the 
minister of state for personnel, Mr. P. 
Chidambaram, to discuss the latest 
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proposals submitted by the Sri Lankan 


government. 

The spokesman parricd the specific 
question whether the government itself” 
was “satisfied” with the new proposals. 


He said the package would be placed - 


before the concerned Tamil groups that 


‘attendcd last year's Thimpu peace 


conference. He did not say whether the. 
Tamils were being called to New Delhi. 
When questioned about the govern- 
ment’s evaluation of the proposals, the 
spokesman said: “it is for the Tamils to , 
consider them.” He said ultimately it 
was for the Sri Lanka government and 
the Tamils to decide. “Whether the 
Tamils will be satisfied or not, one 
cannot say at this stage. But we feel that , 
the proposals should receive their 
careful consideration.” 
Asked about the “crucial gaps” in 
the cartier proposals, the spokesman 
said “we have received alicrnative - 
formulations which we. had sought 
from the Sri Lankan government.” 
Earlier, India had expressed disap- 
pointment over what it regarded as 
“crucial gaps” in the Sn Lankan for- . 
mulations on core issucs like law and - 
ovder and the nature of relationship 
between the present northern and cast- 
em provinces. 
In Colombo, India today told Sri 
Lanka that the Island's latest proposals 
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to resolve the ethnic crisis were “prac- 
tical enough” to be conveyed to the 
Tamil groups and expressed the hope 
that there would be no violence while 
the peace efforts were continuing, re- 


_ports PTI. 


The Indian high commissioner in 
Colombo, Mr. J. N. Dixit, calied on 


. President J. R. Jayewardene this eve- 
‘ning and informed him that: the 


proposals would have reached the 
Lankan Tamil groups by this after- 
noon. 





DELUT POLICY ON MLZO NATIONAL FRONT EXAMINED 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Jun 86 p l 


[Text] 
CALCUTTA, June 24. 


T! iE Union government's com- 
ing accord with the Mizo 
National Front and the reporicd 
decision to instal Mr. Laldenga as 
an interim chicf minister of the 
Union territory is being viewed as 
another instance of the Centre's 
obvious stand that the only way to 
deal with muscle power 1s to Suc- 
cumb to it. 

Observers of the north-castemm scene 
are surprised that the Centre should 
agive to a position in which a demo- 
cratically elected chief minister should 
be asked to be the deputy of a 
secessionist leader who clearly has 
chosen to adopt more acceptable forms 
of political activity but only on his own 
terms. 

The proposed coalition between the 
MNE and the Conpress with Mr. 
L_aldenga as the chief minister, wall, it 
is believed, ultimately sce to the total 
domination of the former over the 
Iaiter and help in strengthening the 
roots of narrow regionalism. 


The Mizo National Front continues 
to enjoy a lot of support in the Union 
territory and it is no secret that the 
Congress could defeat the ministry of 
Rrigadicr Sailo largely on the basis of 
the Laldenga tapes. These were 
specches of Mr. Laldenga taped in 
London in the course of which he had 
appealed to his fellow men not to vote 
for Mr. Sailo and his party. The 
selection of Mr. (_althanhawla as the 
chicf ininister was also of a piece with 
this appeasement policy as he himsclf 
had been an underpround activist of 
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the MNF and had even faced imprison-. 
ment on this score. Now if Mr. 
Laldenga is made the chief minister of. 
the proposed coalition, then it will be. 
the last step in this direction and may 
even ultimately sce to the end of the’ 
Congress in Mizoram. 7 
The Mizo situation has been 
handicd by the Centre in the strangest . 
possible way during the last five years. {' 
When the Sailo government sought to’ 
be hard on the MNF, the government 


“Of the late Mrs. Indira Gandhi clearly 
-$aw in this a political opportunity to: 


take a soft stand towards Mr. Laidenga . 
,and thereby win its way intc Mizo 


-hearts. 


Consequently, New Dethi began the 
practice of sending Mr. Laldenga to the 
MNF hideouts, without even caring fo 
inform the chief minister, Brigadicr 
Sailo, and not bothenng about the fact 
that he was taking strong exception to 
this. ; 

It was a strange spectacle of New 


‘Dethi almost telling the Mizo rebels 


that it did not favour the hard line 
being pursued against them by the state 


‘government. At the same time, the: 


general tirade against separatist and 
divisive forces continued unabated. 
The post-accord scene in Mizoram, 
it is feared, will pose a problem not 
only for the Congress there, but also for 
neighbounng state governments like 
Tnpura which also is being plagued 
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_with the problem of extremism. There ! 

t are genuine apprehensions in Agartala 

- that the Mizo accord will encourage the 

‘ underground Tripura National Volun- 
teers leader, Mr. Bejoy Hrangkhawi, to 
step up his activities and create a 
serious law and order situation in the 
hope that this may cause Dethi to sit 
across the table with him also. 

Also, it is no secret that the MNF is 
in league with the TNY and many of 
the raids on Tripura villages were 
conducted by rebel Mizos. Since no- 
body believes that the entire MNF will 
come overground with Mr. Laldenga, 
there are fears that the remaining group 

will seek to concentrate more on 
Tripura along with the TNV for their 
supplies of food, money and arms. 

And with the National Socialist 


‘Council of Nagaland showing signs of 


gains, both in terms of manpower and 
arms, the Mizo accord may well tum 


.Out to be a document which gives 


everything to the rebels and nothing, 
either politically or administratively, 
to the powers that be in Dethi. 








BJP DEMANDS MEETING OF NATIONAL INTEGRATION COUNCIL 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Jun 86 p 12 


[Text } 
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BOMBAY, June 24: The Bharatiya 
Janata Party has demanded that mcct- 
ing of the standing committee of the 
national integration council be con- 
vened immediately to discuss the de- 
teriorating law and order situation, and 
the threat being posed to the integrity 
of the country. 

Speaking to journalists today, the 
gcncral secretary, Mr. Krishnalal 
Sharma, suggested that a six-point 
action plan be considered by the meet- 
ing. 

These are effective scaling of 
borders; rout of secessionistic and dis- 
ruptive forces, detection of forcigners 
in border areas, creation of a national 
register of citizens and issue of identity 
cards to Indian citizens in these arcas; 
bringing civil defence units in these 
areas under the direct supervision of 
the army, abrogation of Article 370 
which gives special status to Jammu 
and Kashmir; and launching of an all- 
party campaign to ‘inspire’ pcople in 
the country to preserve national inte- 
grity and social amity. 


4600/1872 





Mr. Sharma said the Punjab accord 
was no more reievant and the Centre 
and the state government should con- 
centrate on improving the law and 
order situation instead of spending 
time on the modalities of implement- 
ing the accord. 


The people had voted the Congress 
back to power in the 1984 clections 
hoping it would preserve the integrity 


of the country. Now there was a. 


widespread disillusionment as the 
Congress government had failed in its 
duty, he said. 


The last year-and-a-half were one of. 


the worst in the history of the country. 
He reiterated his party’s demand of 
deploying the army in the border 
districts of Punjab. He said some 
Pakistanis had been planted as granthis 
(priests) in strategic gurudwaras in 
Punjab. However, he could not specify 
which these gurudwaras were. 
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1985-86 GROWTH RATE LIKELY TO MISS PLAN TARGET 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 23 Jun 86 p 6 


[Text] 

New Delhi, June 22 (PTI): The 
National Council of Applied Eco- 
nomic Research ‘NCAER) has 
said that the economy looked set 
to manage an over four per cent 
growth in 1985-86, despite “low- 
er-than-the-target” production 
in agriculture as well as indus- 
tries. (This is the first year of the 
Seventh Plan for which an over- 
all growth rate of five per cent 
has been set.) 

Reviewing the last quarter 
(January-March) performance of 
the economy for 1985-86 in its 
journal Margin, the council said 
“the state of the economy 
appeared somewhat subdued 
due, possibly, to the inadequate 
monsoon for the second year in 
succession and the consequent 
slowdown in agricultural 
activity.” 

Industrial output kept up an 
average growth rate of six per 
cent in 1985-86, a large part of if 
being contributed by the infras- 
tructure industries. However, 
“prey areas” were discernible in 
coal, cement, hydel power gen- 
eration, cotton cloth, aluminium, 
nitrogenous fertilisers, commer- 
cial vehicles and tractors, the 
council cautioned. } 

On the foreign trade front, the 
trade deficit continued to strike 
the “disturbing” note during the 
second half of the year. “If one 
has to hazard a guess, the coun- 
try should be prepared for a 
trade deficit above Rs 7,500 
crores in 1985-86,” the council 
said 
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Commenting on the 1986-87 
Union budget, introduced dur- 
ing the quarter under review, 
the council said the advent of 
modified value-added tax (Mod- 
vat) marked a fresh step towards 
rationalisation of the country’s 
tax structure. 

Pointing out that the deficit of 
the Union budget was Rs 4,490 
crores in 1985-86 (revised), the 
council said this turned out to be 
25 per cent higher than the size 
anticipated. As it is, it said, the 
size of the deficit budgeted for 
1985-86 was the highest ever, 
roughly equalling the combined 
deficits provided originally for 
1983-84 and 1984.85. 

The council deplored that in 
contrast to an accepted norm of 
development finance, which 
advocates generation of revenue 
surplus for financing capital ex- 
penditure, the country’s deficit 
on revenue account seems to 
have come to stay and has been 
_— almost steadily since 1979- 
0. 

During the last four years 
since 1983-84, the deficit on re- 
venue account has been in- 
creasingly higher than the over- 
all deficit. This means that there 
has been surplus on capital 
account which has been in- 
creasingly used to finance the 
growing revenue deficit, the 
council said. 

The council commended the 
fact that despite the highest 
ever deficit in 1985-86, the price 
Situatio::) remained under con- 
trol which conclusively showed 
that there is “little” correspond- 
ence between the size of budget 
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deficit and inflation. It observed 
that the uncovered gap of Rs 
3,680 crores in the budget for 
1986-87 is primarily influenced 
by the “non-inflationary” ex- 
perience of a much higher de- 
ficit in 1985-86. 

The country’s foreign ex- 
change reserves declined by Rs 
204 crores in 1985-86 against the 
rise of Rs 1,319 crores in 1984- 
85. However, the level of foreign 
exchange reserves, still looks 
“impressive,” it said. 

The council cautioned against 
any complacency on the ex- 
change reserves front by point- 
ing out that this cannot be taken 
for granted especially in the 
background of the impending 
repayment liability to the IMF, 
wide trade deficit that the coun- 
try is going to have and the 
imminent decline in conver- 
sions. 
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AUGMENTED SATELLITE LAUNCH] VEHICLE TO FLY THIS YEAR 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 25 Jun 86 p 4 





[Text ] 


New Delhi, June 24 (UNI): A 
major milestone in India’s space 
programme will be reached in 
August or September this year 
with the maiden flight of the 
Avgumented Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (ASLV) from Srihar- 
ikota. 

If all goes well, an Indian-built 
stretched Rohini satellite called 
Sroff, weighing 150 kg, will be 
placed into low earth orbit, says 
the latest issue of Flight Interna- 
tional Magazine. 

Three more Sroff satellites 
should fly on the ASLV over the 
next four years, by which time 
India expects to have completed 
the development of its Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(VSIL.V). By 1992 India aims to 
achieve geostationary capability 
with its Geostationary Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (GSLY). 

The Magazine says with a mod- 
est budget of $83 million a year, 
India has already taken great 


strides towards achieving self- 
sufficiency in its space prog- 
ramme. 

It says InIndia has urged the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration to fly Insat IC on 
a delta this year, because its 
needs are urgent. Last year In- 
dia ordered an uprated Insat ID 
from Ford, and this should be 
launched by an American shut- 
tle or a US expendable vehicle 
in 1989. 

The Insat II series will be 
launched from the country. Two 
test satellites called Insat ILTS 
will fly either on the shuttle or 
on an expendable vehicle in 
1990.91, before two fully oper- 
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ational Insat Hs are launched on 
the GSLV in 1993-94. 


The baseline configuration of, 


Insat II-Ts has already been 
evolved and a preliminary de- 
sign review has becn completed. 
Insat II will be similar in design 
to the Insat I series, but will be 


50 per cent heavier and have 
three times the payload capac- 
ity. Test firings of its BI- 
propellant APOGEE: and RCS 
thrusters have been completed. 

The second Sroff satellite will 
test equipment for India’s series 
of remote sensing satellites 
‘IRS). Sroff I, to be launched 
later this year, will carry a laser 
tracking and gamma ray experi- 
ment as well as equipment to 
monitor the performance of the 
ASLV. 

IRS will be a three-axis stabil- 
ised weighing 900 kg, and will be 
launched into a polar sun- 
synchronous orbit. The first IRS 
will be launched by the Soviet 
Union in what is thought to be 
the first commercial satellite 
launch venture by Russia, the 
magazine says. 

Another will follow in similar 
fashion in 1988. The Indian 
PSLV is slated to fly the first 
fully operational IRS in 1989 


with further launches of uprated 
satellites in 1991, 1993 and 1995. 
The ASLV will be able to place 
150 kg into a 400 km orbit. The 
first core stage and two auton- 
omous associated systems are 
based on the first stage of the 
SLV. Each develops a thrust of 
43 tonnes by burning solid prop- 
ellant. The launcher has three 
solid- propellant upper stages. 
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The PSLV will be the first 
Indian satellite Jauncher to in- 
corporate a liquid rocket stage. 
The first stage will comprise a 
core booster with 129 tonnes of 
solid propellant, plus six small 
Strap-on boosters. 

The second stage will be po- 
wered liquid nitrogen tetroxide 
and the third stage will carry 
seven tonnes of solid propellant. 
While the fourth is another li- 
quid stage, the PSLV con- 
figuered to carry 1,000 kg into 
the polar synchoronous orbit 
weighs 275 tonnes at lift-off. 
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SOVIET STANDARDS PACT--India and the USSR signed in Delhi on Wednesday 

an agreement for scientific and technical cooperation in the field of 
standardisation and metrology for the year 1986-87. Mr K R Paramesvar, 
Director-General, Indian Standards Institute (ISI) and Mr A S Navolotsky, 
vice-chairman, Gosstadart (USSR State Committee for Standards) signed the 
agreement for the two countries respectively. According to the agreement, 
both sides agreed to initiate work in a number of new fields for harmonisation 
of standards, a press release in New Delhi said. This includes harmonisation 
of technical requirements for textile fibres, yarn, fabrics, knitwears and 
readymade garments. A new theme for covering work on data banks and 
reference data on properties of substances and materials is also envisaged 

in the agreement. Both sides also agreed to exchange information on the 
available standards in India and the USSR on products of their mutual trade 
and to identify new areas for taking up harmonisation of standards. [Text] 
[New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Jun 86 p 5]/12828 


COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER'S HEALTH--Union Minister of State for Communications 
Ram Niwas Mirdha was today discharged from the Osmania General Hospital 
here, where he was admitted last Saturday with signs of exhaustion. Mr 
Mirdha later left for Delhi by an Indian Airlines flight. Hospital 
Superintendent L N Rao said Mr Mirdha was found fit for undertaking the 

air journey after special tests. The Minister came to the city last Friday 
to participate in the centenary celebrations of the telegraph services in 
the twin cities. [Text][New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Jun 86 p 6]/12828 


CPI-M POLITBURO MEETS--The Communist Party of India (Marxist) has said that 
the appointment of various commissions to deal with the Punjab problem 

had only “complicated the situation" and revealed underestimation of the 
gravity of the problem by the Centre, reports PTI. The politburo of the 
party, at its two-day meeting which concluded here on 19 June in a resolution 
demanded quick steps to strengthen the Punjab Government's hand in dealing 
with the terrorists. The party felt that despite the challenge of the 
dissidents the barnala ministry was maintaining a correct posture against 
the “disruptors and anti-nationals." On the controversy over the compulsory 
teaching of Kannada in the Marathi speaking areas of Belgaum, the CPI-M 
opposed “imposition” of State language anywhere on linguistic minorities. 
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The minorities living in the State have the democratic right to get their 
language recognised for purposes of education, the politburo said. However, 
the party observed that it was “politically inadvisable" to start an agitation 
against the imposition considering the critical situation faced by the country 
and hoped that a mutual settlement on the basis of accepted democratic 
principles would soon emerge from the projected talks between the two States." 
{[Text][New Delhi PATRIOT in English 22 Jun 86 p 2]/12828 


INDO-VIETNAM ACCORD--India and Vietnam have identified areas of cooperation 
in the field of health and family welfare in the exchange programme within 
the scope of the joint commission of the two countries, reports PTI. The 
areas identified are control of malaria and other communicable diseases, 
supply of medicine, drugs and equipment and exchange of information on 
family planning and training programmes. This was done during the visit of 
Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare, Mohsina Kidwai. [Text] [New 
Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Jun 86 p 5]/12828 


TRIPURA LEADER'S HEALTH--Tripura's 76-year old Chief Minister, Mr Nripen 
Chakravarty, was admitted to the Bangur Institute of Neurology here 
yesterday following a “sudden spell of illness." Mr Chakravarty, also 
CPI-M's politburo member, was on his way to New Delhi via Calcutta when he 
developed "tremor problems". The Chief Minister had returned early this 
month after one month's intensive treatment in USSR. [Text]|[New Delhi 
PATRIOT in English 21 Jun 86 p 6]/12828 


ECONOMIC INTELLIGENCE BUREAU--The Central Economic Intelligence Bureau (EIB) 
has been vested with powers to requisition staff of the field formations of 
the Customs and Central Excise, Income-Tax Department and the Directorate 

of Enforcement for organising direct strike action against economic offenders. 
The Finance Ministry has directed all its field units under the Collectors of 
Customs and Central Excise, Commissioners of Income-Tax, Director of Enforce- 
ment, foreign units of Customs etc., to comply promptly with such requests 
from the EIB. In such cases, the follow-up investigations entrusted by the 
Bureau to the staff of the departments concerned will be monitored by the 
Bureau and the investigations be carried out under its directional control. 
All directorates under the Revenue Department have been asked to present 

all intelligence with prima facie, discloses serious offences under more than 
one fiscal or economic law to the EIB, which will ensure its deployment 

from all angles and plan coordinated follow up action. All department heads 
under the Central Board of Excise and Customs and the Central Board of 

Direct Taxes have been directed to ensure that whenever necessary EIB 
officials of and above the rank of Assistant Director-General, have access 

to the records of their field formations on the authorisation of the 
Director-General or Deputy Director-Generals of the EIB. The newly set-up 
Narcotics Control Bureau will also keep the EIB posted with intelligence 
gathered against the syndicates of drug traffickers. [Text][Madras THE 

HINDU in English 25 Jun 86 p 9]/12828 
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VIJPAYEE TO RAJYA SABHA--The Bharatiya Janata Party leader, Mr. Atal Behari 
Vajpayee and seven Congress (1) candidates were declared elected unopposed 


to the Rajya Sabha as the deadline for withdrawal of nominations ended 
today. [Text][Madras THE HINDU in English 22 Jun 86 p 1]/12828 
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REPORT ON EFFORTS TO RELEASE HOSTAGES IN LEBANON 
GF051846 Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 3 Jul 86 ppl, 7 
[Report by Muhammad Sa'id Dalbah] 


[Text] AL-WATAN has learned from informed Arab diplomatic sources that a 
senior Iranian official will visit Paris shortly in order to completely 
normalize Franco-Iranian relations. 


The sources said that this visit will result in the release of all foreign 
hostages in Lebanon now that the initial outcome of the Iranian-French 
agreement resulted in the release of two French hostages. They were released 
following a visit by an official Iranian delegation led by Deputy Prime 
Minister ‘ali Reza Ma'eri. 


The sources said that the Hizballah leadership in Lebanon released the two 
French hostages as a goodwill gesture and as a result of Iran's pressure in 
the framework of improving relations between Hizballah and Syria which 
released, in return, 23 Hizballah elements who were arrested by the Syrian 
forces in al-Biqa'. 


The sources said that following the release of the French hostages, an 
agreement was reached in which Shaykh Muhammad Husayn Fadlallah will make a 
visit to Damascus. He will arrange a final reconciliation with Syria which 
stipulates in return that the Hizballah should not discuss the leadership of 
Amal leader Nabih Birri, at least not in the current political circumstances. 
The Hizballah previously raised the issue of Amal's violations with Syrian 
Vice President ‘abd al-Halim Khaddam, Hizballah described some of these 
violations as serious. Khaddam promised to discuss all issues which require 
solutions with Amal through a special committee to be formed for this purpose. 


The sources said the Syrian Government played a big role in normalizing 
relations between Iran and France through many secret visits by Syrian 
officials to Paris. France responded by limiting the activities of the 
Iranian opposition in France. The sources said that as a result of the 
Syrian-French rapprochement, the French forces within UNIFIL will enjoy a 
security role outside the framework of their original duties in Jazzin as a 
first step to impose a “legitimate” security settlement in Southern Lebanon. 
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The sources said that the French Ministry of External Relations is closely 
studying the new French move in Lebanon, where the crisis is like a mine 
field, fearing a new involvement which would probably bring back the suicide 
operations which were carried out against the French and U.S. forces in Beirut 


in 1983. 
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LIBYAN DIPLOMAT REITERATES SUPPORT FOR REGIME 
LD121634 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 12 Jul 86 


[Excerpts] Abdullah Muhammad Fadil, the officer responsible for the Libyan 
Foreign Liaison Bureau in Tehran, gave an exclusive interview to a Central 
News Unit correspondent. He said that since its victory, the Islamic 
Revolution of Iran has been subjected to enmity on the part of the global 
arrogance, for its anti-imperialist stands. However, the nation and the 
leadership of Libya have always viewed the Islamic Revolution of Iran with 
respect. All Arab nations must take sides with and suport the Islamic 
Revolution of Iran in order to place the question of the liberation of 
Palestine and Jerusalem at the top of its priorities. Noting that the 
Saddamist regime was the initiator of the war, he said: What is absolutely 
clear is the fact that victory of the Islamic forces of Iran and fall of 
Saddam is at hand and also that the Iraqi nation will decide its own destiny 
after the destruction of the regime in Baghdad. 


Noting that the developed countries of the global arrogance tended to portray 
the war as a war between the Arab and the non-Arab, the Libyan diplomat said: 
In step with the progressive Arab countries, we are standing side by side with 
this revolution and declare to the regional powers that support of the Islamic 
Revolution of Iran is an absolute compulsary prerequisite to gain the return 
of Palestine to the Palestinians and the liberation of Jerusalem from the 
claws of the Zionism, with the assistance from every quarter. 


Referring to the regime in Baghdad, he said: Global imperialism is not able 
to protect its lackies, as has been seen in Egypt and the Phillipines; new 
developments show a trend toward ending Saddam's role in the region. He 
called the failure of the Iraqi regime to retake Mehran a very important 
defeat for the United States and the regional reactionaries. He said: Saddam 
has no alternative but to leave Iraq and the United States cannot stand in the 
path of surging flood of the Islamic forces determined to teach Saddam and his 
Supporters a sound lesson. 


/12913 
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IRAQ CLAIMS STRATEGY CHANGE AFTER MEHRAN DEFEAT 
LDO71409 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1051 GMT 7 Jul 86 
[Station Commentary: “Visit by Foreign Correspondent to Mehran Region”] 


[Text] Following the remarkable victories achieved by the Islamic Army during 
the “Karbala-1" operations, a group of agency reporters and photographers from 
a number of foreign countries visited the Liberated town of Mehran, the nearby 
villages and the battlefronts in the area of Qalavizan heights. This was at a 
time when a number of Iraqi commanders had been maintaining their claims of 
defeating the recent assault by some Islamic Army and the supremacy of the 
Iraqi forces over the Mehran region for some time. 


Interestingly, following the recent victory of the Islamic combatants, the 
head of political policymaking of Iraqi Armed Forces--who is responsible for 
political justification of shortcomings in the Iraqi Armed Forces and means of 
diverting opinions form the same--during an interview with Kuwaiti paper, 
explicitly indicated that the Iraqi strategy of mobile defense included 
attacking an area followed by retreat. However, this strategy of mobile 
defense began when the Iraqi regime gave up any hope of winning any gains in 
the Al-Faw region, despite all of its claims and promises to win immediate 
victory over Iranian forces and to retake Al-Faw using the most advanced 
equipment and facilities as well as the best trained military forces of Iraq. 
Iraq retook some areas of our country to counter-balance some of the negative 
outcome, domestically and abroad, of its defeat and also to counteract any 
further actions by the Islamic Army. [Iraq brought forth a conditional retreat 
and change of strategy upon the Iranian military policies. Furthermore, the 
Iraqi high command clearly stated in a declaration that Iraq would not retreat 
From Mehran, unless Iran retreated from Al-Faw, and the [Iraqi Army would keep 
Mehran and other [Iranian towns in its iron fist. 


Interestingly, after six weeks, the Lraqi Armed Forces, having suffered a 
devastating defeat in Mehran losing important heights in the region, has again 
changed the previously announced strategy of mobile defense in a ridiculous 
manner only to divert attention and cover its political and military defeat by 
talking about the policy of attack and capture followed by retreat from towns. 


All of these contradictions--which we have repeatedly observed--emanate not 


only from the weakness of the Iraqi Armed Forces but also from the evil that 
resides deep inside the rulers of Baghdad. Despite the hollow impressions of 
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Saddam, past experience has shown that similar futile efforts bear nothing but 
defeat and loss of face for the Iraqi regime and its supporters. It is high 
time that the supporters of the [Iraqi regime paid attention to the present 
facts and reviewed their policies away from hostility and enemity towards the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, whose might and power as well as its special 
pesition in the eyes of the world Muslims has been shown very clearly. The 
flood of advanced arsenal to Beghdad and continuation of varied plots against 
the Islamic Republic will not bring any changes to the final outcome of the 
war or the resolute will of the Muslim [Iranian nation for their undermined 
rights. 


/12913 
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PARIS DAILY INTERVIEWS KOMELAH'S ILKHANI 
PM271039 Paris LE MONDE in French 26 Jun 86 p 3 


[Interview with Komelah Central Committee member Omar Ilkhani by Jean 
Gueyras in Paris; date not given] 


[Text] "The Islamic Republic Armed Forces now occupy the whole of Iranian 
Kordestan and are mounting an unprecedented repression operation against the 
Kurdish civilian population." On a stopover in Paris, Omar Ilkhani, member of 
the Central Committee of Komelah, an Iranian Kurdish resistance organization 
with Marxist leanings, expressed his great concern over attempts by the Tehran 
military to "enlist Kurdish civilians in the war against Iraq and to recruit 
young people into the ‘volunteers’ organization controlled by the revolution 
guards." 


What is new, he told us, is the violence and scale of the repression against 
the local population. "Until last year," he explained, "the Iranian army was 
concentrating its attacks on the resistance organizations, the political 
parties, and those collaborating with them. Now it is all sections of the 
Kurdish population, without distinction, which are affected. This is why, 
despite the importance of Tehran's military presence in Kordestan, the people's 
resistance to the Iranian troops is greater than it has ever been. It has taken 
on such proportions that no military offensive can now eliminate it." 


According to Mr Ilkhani, the poeple's resistance is demonstrated "passively" 
when the inhabitants refuse to collaborate with the occupation troops, but 
also "actively" because "the population gives us effective aid without which 
the Komelah peshmergas (fighters) would have been incapable of taking action 
in our occupied regions." In this connection the Kurdish leader noted that 
there are no longer any "liberated zones" in Iranian Kordestan. 


More Clashes with Kordestan Democratic Party 


He said that a whole series of offensives launched by Tehran starting in 
March 1983 in an area delimited to the north by Mahabad, to the east by Bukan 
and Sagheshk, to the west by Sardasht, and to the south by Baneh, forced the 
peshmergas to leave the "liberated zones" and cross the border into Iraq and 
into a strip of territory west of a line between Sardasht and Baneh. However, 
he said that this zone is "completely demilitarized" and does not contain any 











Iraqi or Iranian military forces. This enabled the peshmergas in Komelah, the 
Kordestan Democratic Party [KDP] and the Kordestan Patriotic Union (led by 
Jalal Talabani) to establish their headquarters there. 


Mr Ilkhani said that the serious nature of the situation in Iranian Kordestan 
"forced" the KDP to accept a cease-fire with Komelah in the field and that for 
6 months clashes between the two rival peshmerga organizations have ceased. 
However, he deplored the fact that the KDP is not prepared to make this cease- 
fire official because it "refuses to recognize our political and military exis- 
tence." "The KDP," he stressed, “is convinced that it alone has power in 
Iranian Kordestan. As far as we are concerned, although we admit that 
political differences separate us, we have stated several times that we are 
prepared to cooperate with it, because a war between our two organizations is 
bound to be detrimental to the Kurdish people." 


With regard to the Mojahedin-e Khalq, Mr Ilkhani believes that their armed 
groups in Kordestan are not inside the strip of "demilitarized" territory but 
in the cities of Iraqi Kurdistan controlled by Baghdad's army. "Since they 
broke off relations with the KDP, the Mojahedin, who sometimes fought along- 
side Mr Qasemlu's (KDP) peshmergas, have carried out virtually no military 
actions in Iranian Kordestan. Moreover, the Kurdish population has never 
accepted them because of their stance on the Kurdish national problem, which is 
not really any different from that of the Tehran Government and denies the 
Kurdish people's right to self-determination. In addition, their Islamic 
religious ideology does not really please our people." 


Mr Ilkhani also said that Komelah has not reached any "political alliance" 

with Baghdad in its struggle against the Khomeyni regime. "We have received 

aid from the Iraqis in the form of medicines, a few weapons, and a small amount 
of financial assistance," he admitted, "but we have not accepted any precondi- 
tions and are not cooperating with the Baghdad Government. We are simply 
waging a joint struggle against a common enemy. It is a case of similar 

views, not collaboration." 


/9716 
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MONTAZERI RECEIVES FAMILIES OF 28 JUNE MARTYRS 
GFO21050 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 0430 GMT 2 Jul 86 


[Excerpts] The families of 23 June martyrs [anniversary of explosion which 
killed 72 officials] together with other families of martyrs from various 
towns and members of the organization responsible for 28 June anniversary 
ceremonies, yesterday met with Grand Ayatollah Montazeri. 


During this meeting he praised the sacrifices and the progress of the Islamic 
warriors and the Reconstruction Crusade and other groups of people on the war 
fronts and behind them. 


Gran Ayatollah Montazeri then talked about the plots of the superpowers 
against the revolution and the war which has been imposed on the country. 
Commenting on the plot to lower oil prices, he said: Under these sensitive 
circumstances when, on one hand, our Islamic revolution has become an example 
for other people and, on the other hand, the aggressive powers of the world 
are supporting Saddam and trying to crush our revolution, the duty of the 
various levels of society is very heavy. Everyone has to defend the country 
and the revolution to the best of his ability. Our beloved warriors are 
defending the country and Islam on the war fronts and we in turn have to 
Support them. We have to give them all that is needed. Other people must 
help in other ways behind the fronts. 


He said: Before there was oil, how did people Live? We must suppose that we 
have no oil and we must move toward a non-oil economy. The government's trust 
in the people has to be safeguarded and strengthened and the government must 
involve the people in tasks that will benefit the country. The people have to 
trust the government and must try to strengthen and defend it. We must stay 
away from consumer-oriented tendencies. It is this tendency which causes us 
to be dependent on others and prevents us from gaining independence. 


/12913 
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RAJAVI, ‘ARAFAT MEET IN BAGHDAD--(ANSA) Rome, 4 July--The Iranian resistance 
leader Mas'ud Rajavi and PLO leader Yasir ‘Arafat met in Baghdad Thursday for 
their first talks in six years, according to a communique from the Iranian 
People's Mojahedin here. The statement said they discussed the Middle Eastern 
Situation, the Iran-Iraq war, and the situation of the Palestinian and Iranian 
resistance movements. They also condemned Iran's continuation of the war with 
Iraq, the Khomeyni regime's domestic repression, and the “plots” against the 
PLO in Lebanon. The National Council of the Iranian resistance against the 
Khomeyni regime was recently transferred to Baghdad. [Text] [Rome ANSA in 
English 1034 GMT 4 Jul 86 AU] /12913 
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COMMENTARY VIEWS AFGHAN DELEGATION TO U.S., POLICY 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Jul 86 p 19 


[Commentary by M. B. Naqvi] 


[Text ] 


NEWS OF a four-member 
Afghan Mujahideen delega- 
tion to the US and other 
Western countries came vir- 
tually out of the blue. There 
was not much of a political 
or other indication that any 
such thing was in the offing. 
Although the = Pakistan 
Foreign Minister has 
claimed that his Govern- 
ment did have anything to 
do with this tour, the affair 
seems exceedingly odd 
when one considers what 
the delegation has been say- 
ing and doing abroad. 

To begin with, let us pause and 
think about who they are. The four 
leaders of the Mujahideen claim to 
represent the  Seven-Group- 
Peshawar-based Alliance. It is on 
this basis that they have been ad- 
vancing a claim of being the sole 
representative of the Afghan Mu- 
jahideen — and by implication, of 
ali the Afghan refugees. 

The US Administration has cho- 
sen to bestow upon this delegation 
— and by extension to the seven- 
group Alliance — a representative 
character by formally receiving 
this delegation at various Govern- 
ment levels, incuding an audicnce 
with the American President. For, 
one of the chief demands of the de- 
legation was to be accepted as the 
sole representative of the Afghan 
Mujahideen. 


7] 


Two things become immediately 
relevant. First, voices have been 
raised in Pakistan that question the 
delegation’s, and also the “ al- 
liance’s, representative character. 
Everybody knows about the fragil- 
ity of the seven groups’ unity. But- 
these seven are not the only groups 
among either the Afghan refugees 
or what may be called the resist- 
ance or Mujahideen; no one really 
knows the count of the tribe-or- 
locality-based groupings. Any at- 
tempt to recognise one sct of the 
Mujahideen, even if it isan alliance 
of some groups, would cause im- 
mense heart-burning among their 
rivals, because thcy are sure tu be 
left out from the distribution of ex- 
ternal aid, whether weapons or 
money. 


Recognition demand 


The second circumstance is the kind 
of recognition demand made by the 
delegation, especially in the US: they 
want to be accepted as the sole rep 
resentative to an extent that the Ameri- 
can State Department was asked to 
withdraw diplomatic recognition frum 
the Kabul regime and, instead, to rec- 
ognise them as the legitimate Afgan 
Government — and help them to be 
established as a__ provisional 
government-in-esdle. President Ronald 
Reagan had had to refuse this particr 
lar demand, though his spokesmen la- 
ter tried to soften the rejection of this 
demand in terms calculated to encour- 


age the Mujahideen groups favoured 
by their under-cover agencies. 
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A subsidiary aspect ot the matter 
may also be noted. Despite the obscur- 
ity on vital questions such as who 
selected the delegation and how, its 
members received a notable degree of 
Congressional support and projection 
on the American media. The fact that a 
delegation making the kind of de 
mands it was making was received by 
nearly all the relevant high American 
government functionanes leads to but 
one conclusion: the American Ad- 
muustration, despite its finding the 
chief demand inexpedient to grant, 
was actually choosing to promote, and 
indeed push for, the thinking that lay 
belund those demands. 

As already noted, the centrepiece of 
the delegation’s demands was the rec- 
ognition of a provisional Afghan 
government-in-exile. It is a trifle unc- 
lear as to how and where such a thing is 
to be established and who is to do it. 
From the context of the sketchy reports 
in our Press it would seem to be imp- 
lied that the delegation expected the 
American Administration to cause 
things to happen in such a way that 
they result in the formation of the 
desired-provisional government. One 


foregoes the temptation of comment-. 


ing on the basic feasibility of such a 
project. 


But the question is insistent about 
where can it possibly be located? Set- 
ting it up in the US has already 
(largely) been rejected by the Ameri- 
can President. The international con- 
text would then leave only two possible 
places: Iran and Pakistan. Insofar as 
Iran is concerned, it supports the Mu- 
jahideen’s cause in the most radical 
way but its actions are very choosy and 
restrained. Tehran’s view of the seven- 
member alliance is known to be quite 
unfavourable. For this and various 
other reasons, Iran is unlikely to play 
host to such a pro-American provi- 
sional government; besides the US has 
very little influence in or over it. That 
leaves Pakistan. Up to a_ point, 
Pakistan, at least techniclly, can be a 
more or less likely host. 

Before we go further and consider 
whether we should do anything of the 
kind, let us not ignore some of the other 
demands of the delegation. One of th- 
ese was particularly addressed to the 
US: all American aid to Mujahideen, 
whatever that may comprise, should be 
given direct to themselves; Pakistanis 
should not have anything to do with the 
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distribution of Western aid. Not much 
imagination is needed to visualise what 
would happen if this particular de 
mand is somehow conceded. (Let us 
ignore the modalities of how such a 
demand cun be conceded only by the 
US). 

To repeat, let us suppose this particu- 
lar Mujahideen demand for directly re 
ceiving aid from the US has been con- 
ceded: American personnel in 
Peshawar and all the other NWFP 
points from where the Mujahideen 
stage their entry into Afghanistan will 
have to increase manifold; they will 
have to have a whole logistics onganisa- 
tion for receiving, transporting, storing 
and disbursing war supplies, medical 
goods, food aid and money. The Amer+- 
can budgetary allocation for the cur- 
rent year is over $500 milion and there 
are other donors as well. (How the 
others’ aid would be disbursed and who 
will coordinate the whole may have to 
be re-examined after the new arrange- 
ments come into force). Would it not be 
a supra-national authority operating 
over and above the Pakistan-state 
apparatus? 

Politically speaking, what the US Ad- 
ministration has done by receiving that 
delegation and expressing _ its 
sympathy, support, and encourage 
ment, is to extend tact support for 
their chief demands: (i) formation of 
provisional Government-in-exile; and 
(ii) channelling American aid directly 
to the Mujahideen. This is a senous 
development. 


Significant timing 


The timing is significant. It comes 
before the Seventh, and possibly the 
climatic, round of the Geneva proxim- 
ity talks. Inevitably, it translates into a 
demand on Pakistan to forego the lure 
of an agreement with Afghanistan and, 
instead, to intensify the war in Af.- 
ghanistan, spectally with the help of an 
Afghan government-inexile to be 
located most likely in Peshawar. (That 
is the internal logic of the American 
actions). Can Pakistan concede these 
implied wishes of the US? 

Islamabad does not recognise the 
Kabul Government and is already host- 
ing the nght-wing Islamic-Jihad sroups 
on its soil and is permitting them to use 
Pakistan as a sanctuary. Formation of a 
Government-in-exile would only seem 
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to be a logical extension of these ix 
tions. But who can forget two clear unti 
cations: the moment we encourage 
forming a provisional Afghan set-up, 
we foreclose the possibility of a 
negotiated = settlement) = —s between 
ourselves and the Kabul Government 
— and by extension the Russians. Dia 
would be the crossing of the rubicorn: 
we would be choosing the path of un 
compromising war rather than peace. 

Besides, we would be telling the Rus 
sians in clear political terms that we 
s:and for their forcible expulsion from 
Afghanistan lock, stock and bewrel; the 
latter includes their proteges now rul- 
ing Kabul. We shall then have no scope 
for compromise with the Russtans and 
pro-Russian Afghans while the US, that 
would not have de-recognised Kabul, 
would remain the only power that cun 
make peace with the Russian 
whenever it suits its book and on what 
ever basis it likes. 

The kind of Afghan policy that Is 
lamabad has been pursuing — namely 
going along with the Americans as far 
as it finds feasible and somehow keep 
ing the Russians hoping that a peacctul 
settlement can enable them honour- 
ably to withdraw from Afghanistan 
seems to have run its course. A major 
diplomatic crisis is now upon 
Islamabad. 

From the outside things look ugly: if 
we do not go along with American 
wishes, implying an implacable anti 
Russian crusade in Afghanistan, ou 
expectations of American aid prog 
ramme progressing smoothly and sev 
eral other goodies, will be jeopardised 
But if we give in to the Mujahideen’s 
demand — being diplomatically pres 
sed by the US — what will happen 
boggles the imagination. 

Externally we shall be, uncon 
promisingly, in a state of semu-wartare 
with the Russians and internally we 
would be permitting the Americans to 
act as they were doing in Vietnam, c~ 
pecially vis-a-vis the rest of the Indo 
Chinese peninsula. There would be yor 
another dimension of trouble: the Mu 
jahideen groups will start behaving, as 
the Palestinians used to do in Jordan in 
the 1960s and in Lebanon in 1970, 
complete with an internal free-for.!l 
among themselves. Other political con 
sequences to Pakistan can als be 


imagined. 


Who in Islamabad selected and sent 
this delegation abroad and why? 





JUNEJO DENIES TROOP DEPLOYMENT IN SIND INTERIOR 


Karachi DAWN in English 28 Jun 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 


PESHAWAR, June 27: 
Prime Minister Mohammad 
Khan Junejo has denied 
that troops have been sent 

to interior of Sind to con- 
trol the law and order situa- 
tion there. He, however, 
confirmed that in view of 
the crime situation in Sind, 
the police had _ been 
strengthened, new _Ins- 
pector General of Police ap- 
pointed and the Frontier 
Constabulary and Rangers 
deployed to eliminate crimi- 
nals in the province. 


The Prime Minister had been as- 
ked about the measures his Gov- 
ernment proposed to take to con- 
trol law and order situation in Sind, 
in which both criminals and politi- 
cal elements were _ reportedly 
involved. 

Talking to newsmen at Peshawar 
Airport befo-e his departure for Is- 
lamabad after a day-long stay in the 
NWFP capital, Mr Junejo said law 
and order situation in Sind existed 
only to three or four districts. He 
had held a meeting recently where 
the need for deployment of more 
peace keeping forces was felt, and 
was taken accordingly. 

Replying to a question abuut the 
Centre's reaction to bomb blasts, 
terrorist and subversive activities 
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in the NWFP, the Prime Minister 
said he had a detailed exchange of 
views on the subject with Chief 
Minister Arbab Mohammad 
Jehangir Khan and “we are resol- 
ved to °ffe -tively control the acts 
OF uO. ce cumnd die he proeime.” No 
body would be allowed to play with 
the lives and property of the inno- 
cent people, he stressed. 

He said it was not yet confirmed 
that any political party was in- 
volved in the terrorist activities in 
the NWFP. He, however, said the 
matter would be quite clear after 
the interrogation of those arrested 
on a charge of causing bomb blasts. 

The Prime Minister told the 
newsmen that it had been decided 
at the Friday's meeting that a for- 
mal notification would be issued on 
Saturday regarding the formation 
of a special tribunal to try alleged 
terrorists immediately. 

REFUGEES’ MOVEMENT: As- 
ked if the Government had decided 
to confine the movement of the Af- 
ghan refugees to their camps in 
view of bomb explosions in 
populated areas of the province, 
the Prime Minister stressed that it 
had been the general policy of the 
Government. “We had, however, 
been generous in allowing the re- 
fugees to move about freely in ur- 


' ban populated areas, but now the 


policy would be looked into the 
light of the law and order situa- 
tion,” he said. Besides, he con- 
tinued, the police had started 
patrolling the urban areas during 
the night and strict measures had 
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been adopted to eliminate ter- 
rorists. He added that he was fully 
satisfied with the steps taken by 
the NWFP Government to control 
the situation. He said the problem 
was also discussed with a delega 
tion of citizens, whic: met him dur- 
ing stay at Peshawar. 

Answering a question, Mr Junejo 
strongly denied that Pakistan had 
any hand in subversive activities in 
Afghanistan. He had been asked 
that, as reported, the increase in 
the number of explosions in the 
NWFP was the direct result of in 
creased terrorist activities in Af. 
ghanistan in which Pakistan was in- 
volved. He said: “Pakistan was 
never involved in such acts nor is it 
now nor would be at envtirr ac f 1- 
ture for we detest such things.” 

He held an assurance that what- 
ever steps had been taken or had 
been decided upon to be taken, 
would appreciably improve the 
situation in the NWFP. 

MUSLIM LEAGUE: Asked about 
reorganisation of Muslim League 


‘in the NWFP, the Prime Minister 


said that enrolment had been prog. 
ressing satisfactorily. 

He had told an Ulema delega- 
tion, which met him at the Gover- 
nor House, that the 9th Amend- 
ment Bill would be moved soon to 
establish Qazi courts in the 
country. He told the Ulema that 
Pakistan had been created in the 
name of Islam and the process of 
Islamisation would be continued by 
his Government. 
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KARACHI TO USE WORLD BANK LOAN ON SLUNS 
Karachi DAWN in Faglish 7 Jul 86 p 4 


[Text } 


KARACHI, July 6: Mayor of 
Karachi, Mr Abdus Sattar Afghani, 
has said that the whole amount of 
Rs 540 million to be received from 
the World Bank and Asian Develop- 
ment Bank (ADB) through an ag- 
recment signed recently, for the 
kuchchi Abadies would be spent 
sulely on the devélupment of the 
Kuchchi Abadies. 

This assurance was given by him 
while inaugurating Muhatnmadi 


Park in Sector 1-D and Farouq-i. , 


Azam Park in Sector 1-A of Orangi 
Township here on Sunday. 

Mr Afghani said that the money 
would come to Karachi Metropoli- 
tan Corporation (KMC) directly 
and not through the Federal or pro- 
vincial Governments and would be 
repaid by the KMC itself. 

He said that for the Fourth Phase 
of Water Supply Scheme KMC had 
got Rs. 360 million which would be 
spent on replacement of Syphons- 
19 and 20 after which Karachi city 
would be getting an addtional 50 
million gallons of water per day. 
The KMC had also undertaken to 
repay the loans taken by the 
Karachi Water and Sewerage 
Board (KWSB), he said. 

Hle said that the KMC’s demand 
to hand over the Motor Vehicle Tax 
to it, is based on principle since the 
KMC had legal and logical right 
over it. 

Reiterating his demand that’ 
Motor Vehicle Tax be handed over 
to it from the Sind Government. 
Mayor Afghani wondered as to why 
the Government should take the 
Motor Vehicle Tax when the road 


are built and lit and traffic signals 
were installed by KMC. The people 
supported the Mayor's demand 
with a thunder applause. 


Ile informed that KMC had 
formed an Action Committee for 
restoration of its rights. The com- 
mittee comprises councillors be- 
longing to all groups, the Mayor 
and the Deputy Mayor. 

He appealed to people to co- 
operate and help the KMC for the 
restoration of its rights. The Gov- 
ernment would be compelled to ac- 
cede to the People’s demand, if all 
the citizens were united and back it 
with one voice. 


He assured that all the problems 
mentioned in the welcome address 
would be accepted and Orangi 
Town would become an ideal place 
to live in. Camps would berset up ir. 
Kachchi Abadié¢ fr providing con. 
nection in the area, lease would 
also be given soon in the allotted 
arca. The mosques would be given 
priority and work would start 
shortly, he said. 

The Mayor also informed that 
gazette had been notified with re- 
gard to inclusion of Aligarh Colony 
in KMC limits it was under the 
KMC control and assured that all 
basic amenities would be provided 
to the urea residents very soon. 


Deputy Mayor Abdul Khalig Al-. 


lahwala said that seeing the pace of 
development in Orangi it could be 
predicted that it would soon be- 
come an ideal locality of the city. 
The area councillor, Mr. Moham- 
mad Abrar Khan also spoke on the 
occasion. --PPL 
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"AGGRESSIVE POLICY' SAID ADOPTED TO BOOST EXPORTS 


Karachi DAWN (BUSINESS supplement) in English 29 Jun 86 pp I, IV 


[Text ] 


ISLAMABAD, June 28: Finance 
Minister, Mian Muhammad Yasin 
Khan Wattoo told the National As- 
sembly on Saturday that the pre- 
sent Government had taken numer- 
ous steps to promote exports, home 
remittances and to regulate im- 
ports to improve the position of ba- 
lance of payments. 

In reply to a question asked by 
Mian Muhammad Zaman, the 
Minister, listing various measures, 
in his written answer, said that a 
vigorous export strategy has been 
launched and Rice Export Corpora- 
tion and Cotton Export Corpora- 
tion, which handle two major ex- 
ports, were revitalised and di- 
rected to adopt an aggressive 
marketing policy. 

An Export Action Group was set 
up to handle exports of leather 
goods, ready made garments and 
carpets, to achieve a substantial in- 
crease in exports of these items 
within short time, he said. 

Liberal import policy has been 
continued to allow the manufactur- 
ers to freely obtain raw materials, 
thus enabling them to increase 
their production for exports, the 
Minister said. 

The Government had continued 
the policy of managed float, which 
has enabled the Pakistani rupees to 
maintain its correct position, he 
added. 

The Government, he said, had 
also taken steps to rationalize 
public sector imports, with a view 
to achieving economy in expendi- 
ture, and streamlined procedures 
to encourzge greater inflow of 
remittances. 

As 2 rzsult of these measures, 
Mian Mohammad Yasin Khan Wat- 
too explained, the balance of pay- 
ments position had imprrvea con- 
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siderably during 1985-86 and the 
current account of deficit is es- 
timated at Rs 8,992 million, which 
Shows a reduction of 53 per cent 
‘from 1984-85 and is even below the 
level of 1983-84. i, 

REASONS: The Finance Minis- 
ter told the questioner that the cur- 
rent deficit in 1983-84 was Rs 9257 
million and Rs 19221 million dur- 
ing 1984-85. 

He elucidated various reasons 
for increase in the account deficit 
in 1984-85 which are: : 

@ Imports increased by 12 per 
cent in rupee terms during the year 
due to exchange rate movement. 

@ Higher prices were paid for im- 
port of edible oil. 

@ Wheat, which was not im- 
ported in previous two years, had to 
be imported in 1984-85 to meet 
shortfall in its production. 

@ The impact of failure of rabi 
and kharif crops in 1983-84 
adversely affected exports in 1984- 
85, as a result of which anticipated 
growth in exports could not be 
achieved and exports increased by 
only four per cent in rupee terms. 

@ The prices of our primary 
goods, particularly cotton and 
other varieties of rice, declined in 
the international market. 

@ Asa result of decline in oil re- 
venues of Middle East countries 
workers remittances showed only a 
marginal increase of 9.5 per cent in 
rupee terms. 

The Minister for Commerce, Mr 
Mohyuddin Baluch, in reply to a 
question raised by Mr Muhammad 
Nawaz Khokhar, stated that 
quantity of cotton exported during 
the last seven months shewed an 
increase of 122 per cent as com- 
pared to the corresponding period 
of last year. 
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Replying to u question by Mian 
Muhammad Zaman, Mr Baluch said 
that no new trade agreement with 
India had been concluded recently. 
The Government has only thrown 
open import of 42 iteins to private 
sector, which were hitherto import- 
able through Trading Corporation 
of Pakistan, he added. 


Trade statistics were not 
maintained on the basis of private 
ard public sector, he said. 

The balance of trade, the Minis- 
ter said, was in Pakistan's favour, 
like dollars 95 million in 1980-81 
and dollars 16.3 million in 1985-86 
( July-March). 

The Commerce Minister told the 
House, in reply to u question by Mr 
Hamza, that the increase in the pro- 
duction of indigenous wine was due 
to increase in Consumption. 


The year wise figures of imports 
of wine, by various foreign einbas- 
sies in Pakistan, showed that the 
trend was not consistent, he said. 

Keplying to a question by Mr 
Muhammad Usman Ramz, he said 
that coal was being imporied from 
Australia, Canada, USA and Po- 
land by the Trading Corpuraticn of 
Pakistan. 

In addition, Pakistun Steel Mills 
Limited have been specially au 
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thorised to import their require 
ments directly, he added. 

The Finance Minister said it was 
a fact that foreign companies were 
allowed to remit profit and also to 
repatriate their capital. 

The policy to allow repatriation, 
he said, is in the best national in- 
terest because unless such ac- 
tivities are allowed foreign invest- 
ment cannot be attracted to the 
country. 


Apart from bringing financial re- 
sources and ensuring industrializa- 
tion of the country, the policy en- 
sures transfer of technical know- 
how and sills and generation of 
employment opportunities, he 
added 

The Foreign Minister, Sahabzada 
Yaqub Khan, said that the National 
Fconomic Council generaliy meets 
once a year, but it met twice in 
1984. 

He told Shah Baleeghuddin that 
the National Language Authority 
(NLA) was constituted in 1979 as an 
autonomous body, under the ad- 
ministrative control of the Cabinet 
Division for promotion, advance- 
ment and introduction of Urdu in 
different spheres. of national 
activity. —APP. 
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COMMENTARY DISCUSSES PROVINCES' SHARE IN FEDERAL FINANCES 


Karachi DAWN (BUSINESS supplement) in Fnglish 28 Jun 86 p ITI 


[Text ] 


THE financial scene of 
the provinces that emerges 
from their budgets is basi- 
cally the same as has been 
witnessed in previous years. 
The only difference is that 
their dependence on fed- 
eral finance has_ vastly 
increased. 


The principal features of the 
scene are: local bodies depend on 
provincial doles, provincial 
budgets heavily lean on federal 
grants and loans and on share in the 
divisible pool of taxes, every pro- 
vincial budget speech makes it a 
point to mention the National Fi- 
nance Commission (NFC) which is 
expected to suggest a new formula 
of division of resources. 

If this structure could be turned 
upside down then it would be like 
this: local bodies contributing to 
the provincial revenues, provinces 
yielding surpluses for federal 
spending after meeting their own 
expenses (a situation in keeping 
with the concept of provincial 
autonomy), and the federal govern- 
ment saving a lot from revenue 
budget for its cupital budget, be- 
sides paying off the heavy loans in- 
curred in the past from foreign 
creditors. 


Initiatives 


But as it is, local and provincial 
initiatives and resources are im- 
mobilised and the federal govern- 
ment goes about asking for foreign 
loans. 

Now let us look at the situation in 


the four provinces individually and 
separately. 

The Punjab budget has allocated 
a total amount of Rs. 177.7 million 
for the municipal bodies (corpora- 
tions, committees and local 
councils) for 1986-87. it is a good 
change that the funds will not be 
grant but loan. 

Will the recipient bodies invest 
these funds for creating institu- 
tions which would be sources of re- 
venue as well the means for impro- 
ving the quality of the life of 
people, such as_ playgrounds, 
centres of fine arts, gymnasiums, 
stadium, picnic centres, boating 
clubs on river beaches, advisory 
centres fcr health and hygeine, 
fairs and exhibitions of local hand- 
icraft and their manufacturing 
centres, technical training schools 
for craftsmen, small laboratories 
for local research, libraries, etc. " 


Permanent revenues 


With these kinds of investments 
they will not only be able to pay 
back the loans but earn huge re- 
venues on a permanent basis. In 
Morocco, Casabalanca Municipal 
Corporation, earns more than half 
of its annual income from seaside 
swimming pools alone. 


Even the most populated pro- 


vince, Punjab, has increased its fi- 
nancial dependence on the Federal 
‘Government. Punjab’s — revised 
budget (85-86) produced a record 
deficit of Rs. 5.49 billion (the es- 
timated original was Ks. 4.15 bil- 
lion) and the new deficit (for 1986- 
87) is also a record deficit running 
to the tune of Rs. 8.33 billion. The 
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budget presented for 1984-85 on 
June 20, 1984 had also envisaged a 
“record deficit” of Rs. 2.4 billion. 


Since 1983-84, deficits have 
dominated principally due to the 
non-development administrative 
expenditure and the Federal Gov- 
ernment stepped in to meet the de- 
ficit every year. Now it is a tradi- 
tion; rising deficit met with federal 
funds. 

Interestingly, it is also the period 
when raising of the procurement 
prices in agriculture became the or- 
der of the day and the income of 
feudals and absentees rose to new 
heights. 

The estimated total general re- 
venue receipts for 1986-87 are Rs. 
11,790.7 million. Of this a5 mych as 
Rs. 7,022.3 million or about 60°, 
wouid come from federal divisible 
tax pool. The ADP for 1986-87 is 
estimated at Rs. 6,601.3 million. Of 
this Rs. 5,395.2 million (above 80"..) 
will be met with federal grants. 
There will be even a foreign con- 
tribution of Rs. 126.1 million. Pun- 
jab’s own contributon to its ADP is 
meagre. 


Sind 


Sind is highly developed indust- 
rially and commercially, although 
this development is restricted 
mostly to Karachi, but here, too, 
local resources have not been ade- 
quately and dependence on the 
federal exchequer has enormously 
increased. 

The revenue base of Sind is 
weak, narrow and inelastic. Non- 
development administrative ex- 
penditure is high. The dependence 











on the federal government is total, 
both for meeting the deficit in the 
revenue budget and for financing 
ADP. 

Even at a declined level, Sind’s 
share in the federal divisible taxes 


is Rs. 3.008 billion. In 1985-86 it 


came to Rs. 3.031 billion. Federal 
loans for development have been 
preposed to be converted into 
grants to save the province from 
the increasing burden — of 
repayment. ; 

Some aspects of Sind finances 
raise questions: 

(i) Iqra proceeds are being 


spent for non-educational 
purposes, in violation of the law. 


ii) Capital gains tax has been ; 
done away with despite budgetary 


deficit and increased dependence 
on the Federal assistance. 


(111) Revenue has been made to 
go up by higher fees from the stu- 
dent community and from health 
services, i.e. from sick person. 


Poor provinces 


Keeping in view the plight of 
Punjab and Sind, the rich pro- 
vinces, it should not cause any 
Surprise that the two poor pro- 
vinces NWFP and Baluchistan are 
even more dependent on the Fed- 
eral help, although strong forces in 
both the provinces demand 
autonomy. — 

Out of Rs. 8.5 million estimated 
for the combined revenue budget 
and ADP for NWEP, as much as Rs. 
4.04 billion (above 48°.) woud 
come from the Federal Govern- 
ment. The development outlay will 
be of the order of Rs. 2.1 billion. But 
the overwhelming part of the ted- 
eral assistance (Rs. 2 billion) will 
go to meet the deficit in the current 
expenditure. 


Foreign assistance 


In 1985-80 the federal grant for 
NWFP was to the tune of Rs. 3.6 
billion while the current revenue is 
Rs. 2.4 billion. The 1985-86 federal 
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loan tor development was Rs. 1.9 
billion. 

Baluchistan government’s own 
revenue is considered to be lower 
than the gross annual income of the 
multinational which controls Sui 
gas. 

Federal and foreign assistance 
dominates Baluchistan's finances 
in all the three sectors. Islamabad 
meets the revenue ‘Jeficit in toto. 
Islamabad finances the whole of 
ADP, and contributes substantially 
to the Special Development Prog- 
ramme (SDP). Baluchistan, too, 
stands in need of converting all fed- 
eral loans for developmet into 
grants, that is, to be written off. 

Total size of Baluchistan budget 
is Rs. 6,133.3 million (or Rs. 6. 13 
billion) including Rs. 1,500 million 


of the SPD which is financed by Is- 


lamabad, in fact, mostly by foreign 
governments and financial 
agencies. 


NFC 


Irrespective of what the NEC 
might recommend the province 
will continue to be dependent on 
Federal and foreign loans and 
grants. Such is the “poverty” of its 
enormously rich natural resources. 

As far as the sharing of resources 
between the federation and the 
provinces is concerned, the NEC is 
seized with this issue. 

But the real problem is how to 
increase the size of the cake rather 
than how to share it. 

Even without NFC, the federal 
transfers of finances to provinces 
(share in divisible taxes and other 
transfers) have been increasing 
from year to year, as follows in mil- 
lion Rs: 1977-78 — 3,485.5; 1978-79 
— 4,136.0; 1979-80 — 6,049.7: 1980- 
81 — 8,628.2; 1981-82 — 9,232.0; 
1982-83 — 9,979.1; 1983-84 — 
11,301.1; 1984-85 -- 11, 943.6.. 

From Rs. 3.4 billion in 1977-78 as 
the figures show, the amount rose 
to Rs. 11.943 billion in 1984-85. Un- 
doubtedly an enormous rise, above 
300 per cent. 


Larger cake 


It is within the capability of the 
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provinces themselves to increase 
the size of the cake. It has been 
recommended by every Taxution 
Commission, set up since inde- 
pendence that the contribution of 
agriculture to public revenue must 
be commensurate with its quantita. 
tive importance in the economy. 
According to State Bank of 
Pakistan, the share of the commod- 
ity producing sectors in GDP was 
54.4 per cent in 1984-85. Out of this, 
the shave of agriculture was the 
highest 26.3°.. But it is the man- 
ufacturing sector, with a share of 
only 19", that has borne the brunt 
of government taxes. Mining, po- 
tentially the second biggest sector 
contributes only 0.5". at present. 


Agriculture is undoubtedly the 
main point where the vicious circle 
of low income — low investment — 
low income can be © broken 
decisively. 

Sick persons and poor students 
have been made to contribute to 
government revenue, 'Iqra_ pro- 
ceeds have been misued, but the 
unearned income of feudals and ab- 
sentees, running into billions, re- 
mains out of the tax net. 


Agriculture 


In Baluchistan and NWFP which 
need new heads of revenue, both 
the federal and provincial bureauc- 
racy has turned of revenue, both 
the federal and provincial bureauc- 
racy has turned deaf ear to the old 
demand that surface mining should 
be made completely free for all the 
people, as the first essential step 
towards massive digging out of the 
tremendous wealth hidden below 
the surface. 

That is how mineral exploitation 


and development took place in the 


western countries in the past. 

All provincial budgets have been 
dubbed as tax-free. To make a 
budget tax-free is not creditable in 
itself. What people want is that 
numerous revneue sources ready to 
be tapped should be put to use. 
“Tax free’ budgets only point to 
the fact that the feudal and ab. 
sentee have not been taxed. 








NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PASSES SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET 


Karachi DAWN in Knglish 29 Jun 86 pp 1, 4 


[Text ] 


Largest Fver, 


ISLAMABAD, June 28: The 
National Assembly today 
passed the largest ever 
Supplementary Budget of 
Rs 61.93 billion for 1985-86 
‘in the shortest possible time 
of two hours, while all the 
Opposition groups in the 
House boycotted the pro- 
ceedings in protest against 
the refusal of the Treasury 
benches to allow one addi- 
tional day for debate. 

The gross supplementary budget 
includes Rs 43.65 billion of charged 
expenditure and the total of Rs 
61.93 billion is said to be included 
in the revised budget of Rs 129.23 
billion for the year which was origi- 
nally fixed at Rs 128.25 billion. 

Prince Mian Gul Aurangzeb, 
Syed Nusrat Ali Shah, Lt. Gen. 
(Retd) Abdul Majid Malik, Mr. Ya- 
gub Khan Jadoon, Mr Fateh 
Mohammed Khan and Major 
(Retd) Rafiq Safdar, besides the 
federal industries minister, Syed 
Zafar Ali Shah spoke on the 
charged expenditure. 

Winding up the debate on 
charged expenditure, the Federal 
Finance Minister, Mr Yasin Khan 
Wattoo, referred t various points 
raised by the members, and 
reiterated goverament’s determi- 
nation to deal with the issue of un- 
employment vigorously and com- 
prehensively, and reminded the 
House that apart from the creation 
of about a million jobs under the 
budgetary provisions, the Govern- 
ment kad »stablished a= special 
fund of Rs 2000 million to reduce 
unemplow\: ont in the country. 


in Shortest Time 
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He said that the development of 


backward areas would be accorded 
special priority, so that the country 
progressed in a balanced manner. 
Industrialisation would be so plan- 
ned as to ensure parity in the de- 
velopment of rural and urban 
areas. ' 

He also reiterated Government's 
commitment to check corruption, 
and referred to the anti-corruption 
committees, set up with the elected 
representatives. He was confident 
that these committees would yield 
positive results. 

Discussing the expenditure on 
defence, the Finance Minister said 
that the Government could not be 
oblivious of the conditions prevail- 
ing around the country. 

He, therefore, declared that the 
defence expenditure was not only 
essential, but also in the supreme 
interests of the present as well as 
the future generations. 

The Finance Minister said that a 
sum of Rs 37,524 million, out of the 
total of Rs 43,658 million charged 
expenditure pertained to the serv- 
icing and repayment of domestic 
and foreign debts. The supplement- 
ary budget also incorporated a sum 
of Rs 11,000 million given as loan to 
various provincial governments 
against the receipts from the 
whitener bonds. The net liability, 
therefore, was only Rs 5,957 mil- 
lion, he said. 

Earlicr, a protracted debate on 
the question of extension of discus- 
sion on charged expenditure and 
supplementary demands for grants 
in respect of the current financial 
year, t!]l tomorrow, resulted in the 
boycott of the Assembly proceed- 
ings by the Opposition members. 
Syed Fakhr Imam, Haji Saifullah 
Sheikh Rashid, in their points of 








against,” the receipt Rs 11,000 mil 
lion from Whitner Bonds. 

The demands for grants in re- 
spect of expenditure other than 
charged upon the Federal Govern- 
ment Consolidated Funds included 
Rs 5.1 billion of loans by the Fed- 
eral Government, Rs 2.48 billion of 


order, insisted that the sup- 
plementary budget was supposed 

to be dealt with like the next year's 
budget, under the constitution and 
the relevant rules and therefore, 
only one day assigned for discus- 


sion on it was “absolutely insuffi- 
cient”. They demanded that the 
discussion be extended till tomor- 
row as it involved discussion on bil- 
lions of rupees. 

The Federal Finance Minister, 
Mian Yaseen Khan Wattoo while 
explaining the supplementary 
budget said that the outlay is Rs 
5.95 billion out of the total charged 
expenditure of Rs 43.65 billion. 

He said the charged expenditure 
included “a sum of Rs 37.52 billion 
for servicing and repayment of 
domestic and foreign debts main- 
taining that “the liability on ac- 
count of foreign debt increased be- 
cause of upward trend in the ex- 
change rates of foreign floating 
currencies vis-a-vis Pakistan rupee 
and repayment of principal and in- 
terest in respect of new loans from 
Islamic Development Bank and 
Commodity Credit Corporation 
(CCC) of USA.” 

Ile further explained that the 
“increased repayment of domestic 
debt resulted due to encashment of 
treasury bills on TAP and Govern- 
ment Treasury Deposit Receipts 
(GTDRS).” 

He said the repayment of float- 
ing debt (domestic) placed noextra 
cash burden on the budget, “as 
treasury bills had alsoto be created 
during the year to _ finance 
expenditures.” 

He further observed that the sup- 
plementary budget also “incorpo 
rates a sum of Rs 11,000 million gi- 
ven as loan to various provincial 
governments and other agencies.” 
He said this louwn was given 
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grants-in-aid and miscellaneous ad- 
justments between the Federal and 
Provincia! Government, Rs 1.8 bil- 
lion of capital outlay on the purch- 
ase of fertilizers, Rs 1.6 billion of 
development expenditure on food 
and agricultural division, Rs 1.4 bil- 
lion of development expenditure 
on Federally-administered tribal 
areas, Rs 1.05 billion of grants and 
subsidies to non-financial institu- 
tions, Rs 1.01 billion of develop- 
ment loans and advances by the 
Federal Government, Rs 692 mil- 
lion on Defence Services, Rs 683 
million of subsidy on wheat, Rs 656 
million on railways and Rs 428 mil- 
lion on capital outlays on Pakistan 
Railways. 

Soon after the supplementary 
budget was passed Dawn ap- 
proached a very high official from 
the Federal Finance Ministry for 
an explanation as why the net lia- 
bility on the charged expenditure 
was shown as only Rs 5.95 billion 
while; the total charged expendi 
ture was Rs 43.65 billion. 

In answer he said that most of the 
additional expenditure was net 
from the savings made asa result of 
non-utilisation of part of the origi- 
nal allocations to various 
Ministries. Therefore, he added, 
the actual or net impact on charged 
expenditure was much lower 

However, there was no explana- 
tion available as to how was the ad- 
ditional expenditure of Rs 18.23 
billion of grants in respect of ex- 
penditure other than charged upon 
the Federal Consolidated Fund was 
financed. 
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Karachi DAWN in English 29 Jun 86 pp 1, 4 
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ISLAMABAD, June 28: The lead- 
ers of the three Opposition groups 
in the Natioral Assembly have ac- 
cused the Government of deviating 
from the rules and procedures 
while getting the supplementary 
budget for the year 1985-86 passed 
without any discussion in the 
House. 

Addressing a joint Press confer- 
ence in the Assembly cafeteria af- 
ter their walkout from the Llouse, 
Mr Fakhr Imam, Mr _ Liaquat 
Baluch, Haji Saifullah Khan and 
Mr Hamza were of the opinion that 
the Treasury Benches wanted to 
pass the supplementary budget 
amounting to Rs. 61 billion on the 
strength of their majority without 
taking into consideration the views 
of t'.2 Opposition tnembers. 

iv Fakhr Imam, representing 
h: yroup, said that there were 
m .iiy heads covered under these 
grants which run into bilijons of 
rupees. “Do they want us to pass 
these amounts with our eyes 
closed?”, he questioned. 

He pointed out that an amount of 
Rs. 18.28 billion has _ been 
earmarked for the demands for 
grants in respect of expenditure 
other than expenditure charged 
upon the consolidated fund for the 
fiscal 1985-86. He said that if they 
had spent the money due to some 
exigency, they should have also 
prepared themselves for 
accountability. 


Mr Fakhr proposed that the 
budget estimates committees 
should be set up in order to as- 
sociate the members of the Assem- 
bly in the budget preparation, etc. 

Mr. Liquat Baluch while addres- 
sing the newsmen on the occasion 
said that the majority party was 
trying to cover their weaknesses by 
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passing the supplementary budget 
in a hurry. Ile claimed that special 
development programmes have 
been prepared for the areas of the 
“preferred MNAs.” 

When questioned why the Oppos- 
ition had not agreed for the even- 
ing session as suggested by the Fi- 
nance Minister, he said chat it was 
in everyone’s knowledge that the 
Speaker was holding dinner in hon- 
ours of the MNAs Saturday night. 
Will we succeed in completing the 
qurum in that case? He questioned. 

Haji Saifullah Khan said that the 
government was_ trying’ to 
hoodwink the people by passing 
supplementary budget in haste. He 
alleged that the supplementary 
budget was deliberately not laid on 
the table of the House alongwith 
the main budget for the next fiscal 
year. He was of the opinion that 
normally the | supplementary 
budgets were passed before the 
original budget was laid in the 
Iiouse whereas in Pakistan it was 
the other way around. He said un- 
der Article 84 of the Constitution, 
supplementary budget is also like 
normal budget and has to be dealt 
in the same manner, and required 
to pass through the same stages. He 
said that nowhere in the world, as 
claimed by the Finance Minister, 
the supplementary budget is pas- 
sed in one day. 

Haji Saifullah said that if govern- 
ment considered that because of 
the lack of time it cannot present 
the budget, it should have had 
placed an interim budget for four 
months and placed the main 
budget after full preparations. 

Ile declared that the Opposition 
groups in the Assembly have 
boycotted the proceedings till the 
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passage of the supplementary 
budget in order to inform the 
people that they were not a party to 
its passage. 

Mr. Hamza was of the opinion 
that the Treasury Benches <annot 
face the people nor have they any 
arguments in their defence. He 
said that last year the Finance 
Minister had announced that the 
next budget would not be a deficit 
budget but now the Treasury 
Benches have conceded that in the 
present budget five per cent deficit 
financing has been made. 

The members remained in the 
cafeteria while the Treasury 
Benches passed the supplementary 
budget in the meanwhile. 








MOVE TO ELICIT PUBLIC OPINION ON ELECTION LAW REJECTED 


Karachi DAWN in English 7 Jul 86 pp l, 3 


[Vext ] 


ISLAMABAD, July 6: The Na- 
tione! Assembly on Sunday re- 
jected a motion, moved by MNA 
Mumtaz Ahmad Tarrar, secking 
the circulation of the Houses of 
Parliament and Provincial Assemb- 
lies (Elections) (Amendment) Bill, 
1986, 10 elicit public opinion. 


Farlier the assembly resumed its 
session with Speaker, Hamid Nasir 
Chattha in the chair. 

The proceedings started with the 
recitation from the Holy Quran. 

As the House took up legislative 
business entered for the day, the 
Minister for Justice and 
Parliamentary Affairs, Mr Iqbal 
Ahmad Khan, sought leave of the 
Heuse to withdraw his motion 
movedon June 20 which read “that 
the aceirements of Sub-cule (2) of 
Rule 92 of the Rules of Procedure 
and Conduct of Business in the Na- 
tional Assembly, 1972, in regard to 
the Bill further to amend the 
Houses of Parliament and Provin- 
cial Assemblies (Elections) Orders, 
1977, the Houses of Parliament and 
Provincial Assemblies (Elections) 
(Amendment) Bill, 1986, as_re- 
vorted by the Standing Committee, 
be dispensed with.” 

The motion was carried by a 
voice vote when put to the House. 

The Justice Minister then moved 
that the Bill further to amend the 
Houses of Parliament and Provin- 
cial Assemblies (Elections) Order, 
1977, the Ilouses of Parliament and 
Provincial Assemblies (Electiot s) 
‘Amendment) Bill, 1986, as_ re- 
ported by th» Standing Committee, 


he taken into consideration at 
once, 


Mir Mumtaz Ahmad Tarrar 


moved that the Bill be circulated 
till July 30, 1986 for eliciting public 


82 





JPRS«NEA*86-09C 


5 August 1986 


PAKISTAN 


opinion which was opposed by the 
Minister for Justice and 
Parliamentary Affairs. 

Mr Mumtaz Ahmad Tarrar speak- 
ing in support of his motion said 
since the law was of great public 
importance it should be circulated 
for eliciting public opinion to make 
it acceptable to the people and 
fulfil all requirements of enacting 
such a legislation. 


The member said that this law 
,was in conflict with public interest 
and was being pushed through to 
achieve a specific purpose. It was 
also against the fundamental rights 
of the people as guaranteed by the 
Constitution. It was intended to 
snatch the right of the people to 
form associations and other bodies 
and would bar the members of the 
House to vote and express their opi 
nion in accordance with their cons 

cience and free will. 


The Minister for Justice, Mr Iq- 
bal Ahmed Khan, opposing the mo- 
tion said the member had not fully 
understood the true import of the 
law and his objec.ions were irrelev- 
ant as these pertained to the Politi- 
cal Parties Act and not to the subst- 
ance and contents of the Bill under 
consideration. 

When the motion was put to vote, 
it was rejected by the House by a 
voice vote. 

PURPOSE OF LAWS: Haji 
Saifullah Khan and some other 
members moved that Bill be 
circulated for eliciting public opi- 
nion on this till July 31, 1986. The 
motion was opposed by the Justice 
Minister. ; 

Haji Saifullah taking the floor 
first said that in any civilised soci- 
ety laws were enacted for the over- 





all good of the people and not to 
protect and safeguard the interest 
of a particular group or party in 
power. 

Ile regretted that every parlia- 
ment that came into being since In. 
dependence had made laws with- 
out following the proced ae and 
rules set out for this purpose with 
the result such laws were not ac- 
cepted by the people for they had 
the necessary sanctity. 

The member said that a proce- 
dure had been laid down for mak- 
ing laws which passed through dif- 
ferent stages in order to become 

fully acceptable to the people and 
the House. 

First the draft of the law, he said, 
was sent to the Standing Commit- 
tee and later passed to a Select 
Committee and then circulated for 
eliciting public opinion. Even after 
meeting these requirements, the 
law was handed over to a Special 
Committee of the House to further 
examine and consolidate it before 
it was presented before the House 
for its approval. Only then such a 
law won confidence of the people 
and enhanced prestige of the 
House. 

Any law which, he said, was made 
with undue haste suffered from de- 
fects and caused manifold compli- 
cations which were not foreseen by 
its makers and led to a chain reac- 
tion of bringing in it further 
amendments. 

The member was in the midst of 
his speech when Rae Ahmad Nawaz 
pointed out that the house lacked 
quorum. The be.|!s were rung. 

Resuming his speech after the 
House regained quorum, Haji 
Saifullah Khan said the party in 
power in order to make a com- 
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prehensive law should fulfil all re- 
quirements in this connection 
which would add to its prestige. 
The circulation of the law for 
public opinion, he said, would 
amount to taking people into confi- 
dence and fulfil a basic law 
requirement. 

In this connection, he said, on 4 
suggestion of the members of th: 
House when a simple law relating 
to Banking was sent for seeking 
public opinion, a very useful 
purpose was achieved. In the light 
of this exercise the people evinced 
great interest in the law and came 
forward with very useful and pract- 
icable suggestions which led to 
compilation of a book besides en- 
actment of a comprehensive legis- 
lation on the subject. 

He said only such laws which got 
through public scrutiny stood the 
test of time and won public sup- 
port. He hoped the Government in- 
stead of making it a matter of 
personal prestige, bow before the 
wishes of the people and circulate 
it for public opinion before bring- 
ing before the House for its consid- 
eration and approval. 

Syed Fakhr Imam taking part in 
the debate pleaded that the Bill be 
circulated for eliciting public opi- 
nion till July 31. Ile said by this act 
the credibility of the House will be 
enhanced. 


He said it was an important piece 
of legislation, therefore, it should 
not be. passed in haste. He ad- 
vocated that Government should 
take the people into confidence on 
this vital issue. Otherwise, he said, 
people will slowly and gradually 
lose the confidence in this House. 


He said that it was unfortunate 
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that since the inception of Pakistan 
rule of law and democracy had 
been missing from the national pol- 
ity. He said that Government 
character had been _ non- 
representative and confidence was 
not reposed in the people by the 
rulers. 


Tracing the past history, he said 
that the country suffered Martial 
Laws because the governments did 
not honour the rule of law. 

Syed Fakhr Imam said that 31st 


| of July was not far away and the 
‘ required time should be granted 


for eliciting the public opinion. 


He said the people are politically 
well aware and watching their rep- 
resentatives closely, therefore, 
they should be taken into 
confidence. 


Dr Shafique Chaudhry termed 
the Bill as a conspiracy against the 
House and said that it would result 
in people losing confidence in their 
representatives. 


He advocated that it was the first 
important legislition after the 
Eighth Amendmeitt Bill, therefore, 
it should be publicised to seek the 
people’s opinion. 


He said if the people were not 
taken into confidence the demand 
for mid-term election would be 
strengthened. 


Dr Shafique Chaudhry said the 
Constitution guarantees that all 
citizens were equal in the eyes of 
law but the legislation under con- 
sideration aimed at providing pro- 
tection to an individual. 

The House was adjourned to 
meet again on Monday at 9.30 a.m. 
—APP 
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BHUTTO, PPP SEEN ECHOING GOVERNMENT POLICIES 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 27 May 86 p 3 
[Article by Umar Asghar Khan: "PPP°s Program: Change or Continuity?”] 


[Text] When the dust settles down, let us look behind the facade of these 
slogans and analyze how different are the economic policies of our government 
and the PPP. Policies of the latter had been publicized by Miss Benazir 
Bhutto on her return from abroad in public meetings and press conferences. 
We do not have to look very far to find answer to this question. The leader 
of the PPP while answering a question in a press conference in Lahore on 11 
April stated that “Mr Mehbubul Haq, federal minister of planning, has stolen 
PPPs ideas about decreasing government control over various industries.” 

In other words, the PPP leader has admitted that the steps taken by our 
government in sabotaging our economy were actually masterminded by the PPP! 
The government is depending too much on international aid agencies such as 
the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank and Western countries, 
especially the United States of America. Because of this overdependence, 
our government is implementing policies that are contrary to our national 
interests just because they are dictated by these agencies. 


Miss Bhutto’s thoughts on foreign aid, industry, and agriculture are in 
total agreement with the government policies. The chairperson of the PPP 

in a statement issued on her return from America strongly supported they $4 
billion 200 million aid proposed by the United States to Pakistan. It is 
obvious that she is not aware there is little real aid there because of the 
interest on old loans, inflation, and changes in the exchange rate. 
According to some neutral economists, over $2 billion will be lost in 
interest, inflation and the drastic changes in the exchange rates. During 
the next 6 years (1987 to 1992) the Pakistani government will have to refund 
$2 billion. Thus, Pakistan is getting only US $200 million in aid. 


In addition to paying a high interest rate, Pakistan wili have to pay a 
political and economic price. According to the economic pact between the 
two countries, Pakistan has to reduce restrictions on various import items 
and reduce prices of some comnodities. This will hurt various industries 
and cause inflation which will put an unbearable burden on salaried 
personnel. 
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There is strong conflict between the PPP leader’s passionate speeches 
promising to help the poor farmers and laborers and her actions in 
supporting the U.S. aid which hurts our country’s pride and economy. 


In order to eradicate poverty and unemployment and foster economic 
development, it is important to establish a strong industrial base and an 
economic system that eliminates the political, social, and economic problems 
caused by our landlord system. This will be possible only when we stop our 
dependence on the Western countries and get help from Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union. This will increase our bargaining power. Such economic 
action will also decrease the influence of landlords, imperialists and the 
bureaucracy. Our government must curtail its other expenses in order to 
improve our agriculture and industry. It should allocate more funds for 
utilities and industry and improve services in the areas of education and 
health. 


The PPP leader ruled out reforms in the land distribution system since she 
considers the 100-acre ceiling imposed by the PPP in 1977 a good decision. 
Then she contradicted herself by stating that there is not enough land in 
Pakistan for distribution among all the landless farmers. According to Miss 
Bhutto if some land is given to a poor farmer, he will sell it. Miss Bhutto 
added that she supports an agricultural system in which the government 
encourages the use of agricultural machinery by providing loans to the 
farmers. 


The chairperson of the PPP is contradicting herself when she announces 
distribution of government land to the landless farmers and then proposes 
other agricultural reforms. It appears that she has no desire to implement 
the 1977 agricultural reforms proposed by her party. There is no difference 
in Miss Benazir’s proposal to distribute government land (most of which is 
barren and desert) and the proposal of Punjab Chief Minister Mian Nawaz 
Sharif to distribute 20 million acres among landless farmers. Miss Bhutto's 
various statements clearly imply that she does not want to hurt the 
landlords and capitalists. The present civilian government also gained power 
by supporting the capitalists and the landlords. The comment made by the 
PPP leader that if some land is given to a farmer he will sell it toa 
landlord clearly indicates that she is not interested in giving land to the 
poor farmers. She obviously is not interested in changing the old and 
inefficient landlord system. Yet she wants to be known as a helper of the 
poor farmers and laborers. 


We saw the same thing during the so-called 1972 agricultural reforms. In 
1972 a ceiling on land ownership was established at 150 acres for land 
connected with canals and at 1300 acres for land without access to 
irrigation. The PPP would have obtained four million acres of arable land 
from 18,000 landowners if this policy had been implemented honestly. 
However, because of the unholy alliance of some leaders of the PPP, the 
landlords, and the bureaucrats, only 600,000 acres of land was acquired from 
1700 landlords. Of this 600,000 acres, 150,000 acres were barren as most of 
these landlords had only barren and arid land. Thus only 450,000 acres of 





land were acquired and distributed to 54,000 farmers. At that time 7 
million farmers were landless. This shows that only 1 percent of the needy 
farmers benefited from these much publicized reforms. It should also be 
known that the farmers who received land under this plan were either related 
to the landlords or were close friends of their employees. Most of this 
distributed land actually remained with the landlords. In addition, most of 
the land was taken away by the landlords, with help from bureaucrats, from 
the remaining farmers who received that land. Those landlords and 
bureaucrats are still power. 


It should be remembered that agricultural reforms do not happen by a martial 
law order, a legislative fiat, or through distribution of land to the 
landless farmers. This should be an ongoing effort. The present landlord 
system should be eliminated by enforcing a ceiling on land ownership. The 
farmers receiving land grants must be issued low-interest loans, subsidized 
fertilizers and farm machinery. They and their families must have access to 
education, and health facilities. All this can be done only by a government 
that is not under the influence of landlords and corrupt leaders. Only a 
government with roots among farmers can achieve that. 


The PPP leader's suggestion for helping farmers with agricultural machinery 
is not any different from what the government is already doing. In the 
absence of some agricultural reforms, providing loans and agricultural 
machinery will only result in helping the unjust landlord system and 
increased unemployment. The PPP stand on foreign aid, agricultural reforms, 
and the claim that Mehbubul Haq has stolen their formula all indicate that 
the PPP and the governmeat agree on economic policy. 


The PPP leader thinks that the presence of Soviet soldiers in Afghanistan is 
the major hurdle to solving the Afghanistan problem. She wants to ignore 
totally the U.S. role in Afghanistan. The present governme::t holds the same 
view. 


The PPP and the martial law regime have one other thing in common. Both 
used force to crush labor unions during the first year of their regimes. 
When Miss Bhutto presents herself as the benefactor of workers, she should 
remember that the PPP government opened fire in Karachi and Landhi in 1972, 
killing hundreds of striking workers. Many children and women were among 
the killed. In 1978, the martial law government opened fire on the Colony 
Textiles Mills workers in Multan and killed more than 100 people 
demonstrating for their rights. 


Social and economic problems in Pakistan are multiplying under the present 
government which is supported by landlords and capitalists. The past 
performance of the PPP, its present structure, increasing factionalism 
within it, and the statements issued by its leader all indicate that this 
party is not able to solve our country’s problems. The most nagging 
problems at present are the evil landlord system, social and economic 
excesses, increasing unemployment among the youth, mounting foreign debt, 





and the inability of salaried personnel to make both ends meet. Neither the 
presen! government nor the PPP with its very bad record can solve these 
problems. The nation cannot expect much from the economic policy proposed 
by the leader of this party. 


Obviously, we need a national party which has not betrayed the nation or its 
poor. We need a party that has not sold out to foreign powers, landlords 
and capitalists. That party should have its roots among farmers, 
sharecroppers, laborers, and the middle class. The country needs a 
political party with a clean record and a solid program for solving the 
country s problems and improving the lives of its citizens. 


All this depends on the people of this country. They have to bring about 
this change. They must move soon because theirs and the country s future 
and pride depend on it. 
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RETIRED JUSTICE SEES BHUTTO SYMPATHIZING WITH CONFEDERATES 


Karachi JANG in Urdu 25 May 86 p 3 
[Article by Justice (Retired) Shaukat Ali: “Hala Convention Resolutions” ]} 


{Text] The resolutions passed at the Hala convention have been published in 
newspapers. Two of these resolutions reveal hidden ambitions of Miss 
Benazir Bhutto, the present chairperson of the Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP). In one of the resolutions, the provincial autonomy given by the 1973 
constitution is considered inadequate and amendments to provide more 
autonomy to provinces is proposed. In another resolution, the Kala Dam 
Project is condemned as a conspiracy against the Sindhis. 


Miss Benazir had discussed and opposed the Kala Dam during the last part of 
her visit to Punjab. She had just started her trip to Sarhad (NWFP) and 
knew well that the people in Sarhad were strongly opposed to the old design 
of Kala Dam, and she had echoed their desire to gain their political 
support. Some politicians may excuse her for using a simple political 
trick, but such tricks do not fit a national leader. She cannot afford to 
support some regional demands that are in direct contradiction with national 
interest just to gain more support. Miss Benazir’s strategy was not only 
cheap but also detrimental to national interest. This project will benefit 
not only Punjab but also Sindh, Sarhad, and Baluchistan. Punjab will 
benefit more than the other provinces because of its geographical location. 
Vested interests are using this to fuel the fire of hatred against Punjab. 
Miss Benazir’ s opposition to this plan is equivalent to supporting regional 
politics. In my opinion, Miss Benazir is not supportive of Punjab. She 
knows that the majority of Punjabis support this project. The same is true 
of people in other provinces. The opponents of this project do not care for 
the country. They are only interested in their political careers and do not 
hesitate in misleading people. This project is very important to our 
country’s economic development. They should point out its shortcomings and 
suggest ways to improve it. Total opposition to it just does not make 
sense. 


Miss Benazir never mentioned the rights of the provinces when she first 
started her lecture tour of Punjab. She focused on her demand for mid-term 
elections based on the 1973 constitution. She did mention rights of the 
smaller provinces while lecturing in Sindh. Martial law regime did indeed 
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undermine people's basic rights, but this situation is not peculiar to 
Sindh. People all over the country suffered from the martial law regime, 
but Miss Benazir referred to the 1973 constitution and implied that only 
people in smaller provinces were affected. This constitution was written 
during Mr Bhutto’s rule and Mr Bhutto was a Sindhi. Some of the PPP leaders 
from Sindh took an active part in writing and amending this constitution. 
Some of these amendments curbed most of the president's rights and gave 
increased power to the prime minister. Mr Bhutto made numerous amendments 
to this constitution, but he never indicated that this constitution 

affected Sindh and other smaller provinces in any way. At present there is 
an active support group for a confederation of provinces. This group is 
trying to impress upon people in Sindh, Baluchistan and Sarhad that their 
rights have been violated. Mr Bhutto could have provided all kinds of 
rights when he was in power. Since he did not tske any action, it is 
obvious that this constitution did not affect Sindh’s rights. Now, however, 
Miss Benazir has decided that Sindh has been cheated, so she can get the 
support of her political opponents. Miss Benazir has thus opposed the 
concept of Pakistan as one country and supported those who want a 
confederation of provinces. It is obvious that she wants the support of 
some extremists in Sindh to put pressure on the Pakistani government. While 
reorganizing her party in Sindh, she has ordered formation of some volunteer 
groups. These volunteers will go to jail if her demands are rejected or she 
herself is arrested. The Hala convention resolutions and Miss Benazir s 
recent comments and actions clearly indicate that she is ready to confront 
the government. Her comments on Rajiv Gandhi also reveal she has a soft 
spot for India and Rajiv Gandhi. Rajiv Gandhi has also praised Miss 
Benazir’s efforts to meet people. He called it a successful campaign to 
develop political awareness among the people. 


All this is not pure coincidence. It shows what Miss Benazir is aiming 
openly for and what she has been thinking about secretly. Her attitude and 
actions clearly show that she is threatening to use pressure tactics. The 
1973 constitution was drastically changed by Mr Bhutto himself. It became 
all but dead during the martial law regime. Miss Benazir Bhutto is 
mentioning the rights of smaller provinces only to get the support of 
politicians with vested interests and who specialize in misleading the 
public with slogans of a confederation. The people should analyze each step 
of these shifty politicians and their political aims. Miss Benazir’s 
present strategy could lead to violent confrontations. It would not be 
surprising if Miss Benazir and her companions follow the footsteps of Mujib 
and company. We cannot say what could happen in such a situation. We can, 
however, clearly see the aims and ambitions of the PPP's chairperson. 
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BHUTTO SETS TARGET DATE FOR NEXT DRIVE 


Karachi DAWN in Fuglish 7 Jul 86 pp 1 


[Text | 
KARACHI, July 6: Ms Benazir 
Bhutto, Co-Chairman of — the 


Pakistan People’s Party, on Sunday 
pave Aug 14 (Independence Day) 
the next target date, by whic her 
party's “step-by-step and. strictly 
peaceful pressure” on Gen Zia-ul- 
Hag to quit and for elections to be 
held by autumn would be further 
mounted, 

As for the July 5 countrywide 
protest, she said in an emotional, 
but measured, tone: “E salute the 
people for their political sagacity 
and the party, including the ‘doves 
of democracy’, for showing their or- 
guntsational capability to make the 
‘Black Davy’ a prand success”, 

Ms Bhutto, who was addressing a 
Press conference at which visiting 
forergn journalists were also pre- 
sent, claimed that the success of 
July 5S protest demonstration be- 
hed the propaganda that her popu- 
larity would wane due to lack of 
PPE’s orgamisational strength. 

What sort of pressure did she 
now plan to apply, asked a foreign 
journalist? Ms Bhutto said: “If I 
were to tell you, it would mean | 
was disclosing my plan to Gen Zia”. 
However, She admitted that she did 
have a mobilisation programme, 
vcording to which she was 
systematically pushing her way to 
the objective Le. Zia’s ouster and 
autumn poll 

“The plan can, nevertheless, be 
modified if and when necessary,” 
she said 

Ms Benazir Bhutto, who is pro- 
ceeding to Islamabad by the Mon- 
day morning flight for a stay of ab- 
out four, five days, hinted that 
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persuant to her pressure-building 
drive she might undertake another 
whirlwind tour of the country. In 
the alternative she might arrange 
more vigorous protest demonstra: 
tious, the manner of which will be 
left to the party’s local leadership 
to decide. 

She conceded that a lot of pres 
sure was being put on the PPP lead. 
ership to hasten the process, but 
she said she was determined to 
show perseverance because 
“reason is on our side, our demand 
is backed by the people, the party 
has organisational capability and 
therefore, we are bound to 
succeed”, 

Ms Bhutto, who chaired the meet- 
ing of her party’s scnior colleagues 
during the day, had the chiefs of 
the PPP Punjab, Sind, NWEP and 
Baluchistan read out their respec- 
tive reports on July 5 ‘Black Day’ 
procecdings in the four provinces. 

They all claimed “big. success’ 
while giving district-wise accounts 
of “mass participation” in public 
meetings and demonstrations, 

They also alleged that the law- 
enforcing and administrative 
agencies, the Chief Ministers, 
Ministers, MNAs and the MPAs ap- 
plicd pressure tactics to make the 
July 5 protest a flop. 

Commenting on the President of 
Sind PPP, Makhdoom Khaliquzza-. 
man’s version of the firing incident 
at Tando Mohammad Khan in the 
interior of Sind, Ms Bhutto accused 
a Minister “aspiring to become 
Chief Minister” for having “un- 
leashed a reign of terror”. 

She praised the people of Tando 
Mohammad Khan, including the 
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party activists, for not resorting, to 
violence despite “prave 
provocations”, 

While the Punjab PPP chief was 
to present his report on public ec 
sponse, Ms Bhutto asked the news 
men to pay attention as, accorduny 
to her, the “success” of the pre 
vincewide protest on July 5 would 
serve to be a “tremendous morale 
booster” for the forces of demux 
racy, especially ino the smaller 
provinces 

Ms Bhutto thanked the compe 
nent parties of the MED tor ther 
backing. and participation im the 
PPP-led protest demonstrations 

A correspondent thought that 
the figures of attendance at publi 
meetings might be on the higher 
side and that in Karachi the preture 
was not as had been given out. Ms 
Bhutto retorted: “I challenge any 
one in Pakistan to hold a bigger 
public meeting (than the ones held) 
at any place in any area of the 
country”. 

She said that the attendance in 
PPP processions and meetings was 
large in the interior of Sind sinc 
“the people there are militant” 

The venue of the mecting in 
Karachi was in a conpested are: 
with the result that the attendanc: 
was not much, she added 

It would have been better if the 
mecting, was held at Nishtar Park, 
she added. 

LASBELLA: Ms Benazi Bhutto 
will visit Lasbella District of 
Baluchistan on July 31 

This was stated by Fazal Bakhsh 
Shaheen, General Secretary of the 
Lasbella PPP, who called on Ms 
Bhutto here on Sunday 














COMMENTARY VIEW PPP'S 'AWAMI BUDGET', ECONOMIC POLICIES 


Karachi DAWN in English 29 Jun 86 p 5 


{Article by Sultan Ahmed] 


[Text J 


INTERESTING indeed is 
the intense competition bet- 
ween the Government and 
the People’s Party, which 
has emerged as its principal 
political challenger, — in 
promising more and more to 


the masses. 

If the focus of both the con- 
tenders for public support is on the 
rural areas, the reasons are self- 
evident. The National Assembly is 
dominated by landlords who want 
to pleas their voters in case they 
decide to contest elections on party 
basis as well whenever they are 
held. And the PPP is trying to offer 
far more to the rural areas as it is 
there where 70 per cent of the votes 
are. 

In developing countries, 
whenever the democratic process 
is on the rural areas vote in a Gov- 
ernment and the urban areas throw 
that out when it fails to fulfil its 
promises. The demonstrated urban 
unrest, as reflected in long proces- 
sions and large public meetings, 
comes handy or ambitious military 
commanders to carry out a coup 
and stay in power for long. 


Election plank 


For the PPP what Benazir Bhutto 
has come up with is more of an elec- 
tion manifesto or its key socio- 
economic sector, while there is a 
clear effort on the part of the gov- 
ernment to outdo the PPP, as by 
coming up with the 7-marla scheme 


to help the landless rural masses 
instead of PPP’s old five-marla 
scheme. 

It would have been better if Miss 
Bhutto had separated her “Awami 
budget” from her broader socio- 
economic programme instead of 
wrapping the long-range prog: 
ramme in the half-yearly sup- 
plementary budget. But clearly the 
temptation to present an alterna- 
tive or amended budget to Finance 
Minister Yasin Wattoo’s has been 
too strong for her because of the 
heavy battering the Budget has ta- 
ken inside and outside the National 
Assembly. She is alive to the fact 
that the decision, under very bad 
advice, not to give anything more 
than token relief in petrol and 
other oil prices and the soaring ex- 
penditure on defence have come in 
for sharp criticism in the country. 
So she has come up with a commit- 
ment to reduce oil prices substan- 
tially as well as cut the defence out- 
lay, where she has been advised 
that a cut of Rs. 11.2 billion could 
safely be made. So she has pro- 
duced an ‘Awami budget’ of Rs. 750 
crore to Rs. 800 crores for the sec- 
ond half of this financial year for & 
package of welfare schemes for the 
masses on the confident assump- 
tion that she would be in office by 
then. 

Her objective of making the max- 
imum use of the natural resources 
of this country and its manpower is 
right. Added to that is the foreign 
aid. Despite the radical image of 
the party Miss Bhutto is for neither 
repudiating the foreign debt of 10.5 
billion dollars nor for defaulting on 
repayments. She clearly wants to 
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get on with the Western aidgivers 
politically and economically. 

Simultaneously she is for self 
reliance, social justice, and equit 
able distribution of wealth by 
minimising income disparties. Evi 
dently she is not for dismantling or 
tampering with the wealth 
structure in this poor country, but 
is for achieving equitable distribu 
tion of wealth by reducing dis 
parities in the new income of the 
future. As a clear proof of that, she 
would abolish wealth tax, following 
the abolition of gift tax and estate 
duty and capital gain tax by the 
present Government to help the 
rich. 


Income disparity 


Minimising income disparities 
on future would demand ordinarily 
a real socialist set-up; but that is 
not what she proposes in regard to 
ownership of the means, or major 
means of production by the state 
Instead Miss Bhutto would have to 
regulate incomes rigidly. Will she? 

If in her mixed economy she 
Bives a very large role to the pri 
vate sector, as she _ proposes, 
minimising income disparities 
would be tough. Instead the private 
sector would have to be assisted or 
encouraged to make more profit 
and invest more and more, increas 
ing thereby the share of the very 
rich in the national wealth. 

The rate of taxation for the rich 
would be brought down from a max 


imum of 45 per cent to 40. And, 


contrary to he efforts of the present 
Government to force more and 











more of private limited companies 
to go public by keeping the rate of 
taxation at 55 per cent with a view 
to selling shares to the people, the 
rate is kept only 40 per cent for 
public limited companies as quoted 
on stock exchanges, to bring down 
that taxation to 45 per cent, to the 
delight of the rich who refuse to 
associate the public with the own 
ership of their companies. 

Such commitments to the rich go 
along with a disinclination to bring 
about new land reforms or imple- 
ment the rather radical reforms an- 
nounced by her father in 1977, and 
cancelled by Gen Zia-ul-Hag. 

If the rural or urban rich have 
nothing to fear, and much to gain 
by her coming to power, the poor 
and well-to-do in the rural and ur- 
ban areas have been orfered a great 
deal. She has gone for ahead of 
PPP's old roti, kapra and makan 
slogan. She now wants to meet the 
basic needs of the poor and also 
assist the middle income groups, 
and turn the poor subsistence 
farmers in the rural areas into mid- 
dle class folks. 

Miss Bhutto certainly is offering 
something very substantial to ev- 
ery group, and has not forgotton 
the welfare of hakims = and 
homocopaths cither. If she will not 
make the landowners less rich, she 
will make the tillers of the soil bet- 
ter by enabling them lay a claim to 
the lands they have been cultavat- 
ing. They will be sold those lands at 
concessional rates and payment 
will be made on deferred basis. 

Under the “National charter for 
rural development” 10 million 
acres of State land are to be dis- 
tributed among the landless peas- 
ants in addition to the grant of 
katcha lands to farmers with sub- 
sistence holdings or nothing at all. 
As, under Prime Minister Junejo’s 
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scheme 4.4 million acres of land is 
to be reclaimed from waterlogeing 
and salinity, government leveraye 
to allot more land to the small 
farmers will increase. 

Instead of land reforms, landow- 
ners with more than 50 irrigated or 
100 unirrigated acres will have to 
pay agricultural income tax, 

In many areas she has merrily 
doubled whatever the Government 
is Offering. She would give farmers 
owning upto 25 acres an interest- 
free loans of Rs 25,000 instead of Rs 
12,000) now offered by — the 
Government, 

Similarly exemption from in- 
come tax would be on Rs 48,000 in- 
stead of Rs 24,000 now. Investment 
allowance would be raised from 33 
to 40 per cent of the income but 
subject to a maximum of Rs, 
100,000. 

Miss Benazir Bhutto has come up 
with a basic minimum wage of Ks. 
1,000 p.m. Rs 50 per day or Rs. 7 per 
hour. She has not opted for index- 
ing of incomes, but said minimum 
wages would be subject to further 
tripartite negotiations 

Clearly the focus everywhere is 
on distribution and not on re- 
sources mobilisation to feed this 
enlarged distribution system or dis- 
tributive justice. If far more is to be 
spent on rural and urban areas and 
far less revenues are to. be 
mobilised, how will) the vast 
welfare schemes, including those 
in the areas of education, health 
and employment be financed ina 
non-inflationary manner? 

In uw period in which Pakistan’s 
dependence on foreign aid is too 
heavy and the World Bank and IMF 
have come down heavily on pive- 
ways, subsidies, rebates and pro- 
mote user’s charges, will they let 
Ms Bhutto adopt the policies and 
programmes she has enunciated? 


QQ?) 





Rupee value 


Secondly, what matters is not 
wages of workers in rupees but 
what the rupee can buy. Not so 
much thepay packet, but what that 
puts into the market basket mat 
ters. If taxes are reduced, wages 
are increased and enhanced loans 
are given all around, including to 
promote self-employment among, 
doctors, engineers etc the money 
supply will increase enormously 
and along with that price inflation. 


Higher wages and other benetits 
to the workers increase the cost of 
production that can block exports, 
making it imperative to devalue or 
float down the rupee further. And 
that will be disastrous as that 
would inflate the rupee cost of the 
imports, push up the debt service 
liability, which is already 30 per 
cent of revenue budget, and make 
industrial investment far more 
costly in rupees. 

Hence Ms Bhutto should also tell 
us what kind of increase in money 
supply she envisages or what kind 
of ceiling on that she will have after 
the run-away inflation of the last 13 
years. it is equaly important for het 
to state her position on deficit 
financing which has been excessive 
over the years. And what does she 
really intend to do with the bat. 
tered rupee which has come dowu 
to nearly Rs. 17 to a dollar from Ks. 
3.30 in the 1950s? 


Will the present largely corrupt 
and inefficient bureaucracy really 
enable her to fulfil her large com. 
mitments? Her task would have 
been easier if her party was strong 
and well drilled, and capable of 
playing an enlightened supervisory 
role. But clearly none of that is dis 
couraging or deterring her. 











PAGARA TALKS ABOUT PESHAWAR BOMB BLASTS 





, OTHER ISSUES 


Karachi DAWN in English 1 Jul 86 pp 1, 12 
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RAWALPINDI, fune 30: PMI 
leader Pir Pagara on Monday 
claimed that the ruling class had 
absolute knowledge of all those re- 
sponsible for series of bomb explo- 
sions in the country. , 

Pir Pagara, who was informally 
talking to newsmen at his Is- 
lamabad residence, said there was 
hardly anything hidden or secret in 
a country like ours. What, he said 
surprised him most was why people 
did not reckon the elements behind 
such terrorists acts in the country. 

Answering a question about the 
Sind situation, he said it was some 
politically-motivated elements 
who wanted to create law and order 
situation in the province. The situa- 
tion which grew serious during the 
past few months would return to 
normal, he predicted. 

Asked as to how long the present 
situation would persist in the pro- 
vince, the PML leader replied 
that’s what you have to ask from 
the Interior Minister Aslam Khat- 
tak. All, he said, he can say was that 
those whom print media dubbed 
dacoits were actually political ele- 
ments who had nothing to do with 
ordinary crime or burglary. 

Asked if Sind was poing to be 
Bangladesh, Pir Pagara said this 
could not happen becase it were 
the people in Sind who had drunk 
and eaten the left over of the you 
people, Pir Sahib looked upon the 
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newsmen and said symbolically. 

To a question he said neither had 
he any spiritual nor emotional link 
with the former Information Minis. 
ter Raja Zafar-ul-Haq as he 
claimed, recenty. Raja, knocked 
each and every door to get PML 
Secretary-General office but in 
vain, he said. 

PPP’s 2ND ROUND: Asked 
would PPPs proposed second round 
bring any changes in the country, 
Pir Pagara interrupted and said 
may he know of the changes oc- 
cured after Benazir’s first round 
which she stated after her arrival in 
the country. Benazir Bhutto was a 
baby who had just started learning 
politics, he said. 

About MRD’s future, Pir Pagra 
said it was an unfortunate body 
comprising publicity mongers. Ev- 
ery one except few in MRD had his 
own axe to grind, he said. 

WALI KHAN: The only politician 
about whom nation could be proud 
of was Khan Abdul Wali Khan, Pir 
Pagara said. Commenting on 
Tehrik-i-Istiqlal leader Asghar 
Khan, Pir Pagara said Mr Asghar 
Khan always loved to live in Mar- 
tial Law since the day of his retire- 
ment from Air Force. 

Asked when would he go for lunc- 
heon meeting with the President 
Gen M. Ziua-ul-Hagq, Pir Sahib said 
both of us had busy schedule these 
days. 





JPRS*NEA*86°U090 
5 August 198 


PAKISTAN 











JPRS*NEA*867096 
5 August 1986 


PAKISTAN 


MERGER OF LEFTIST PARTIES SAID TO DEVELOP 


SNAG 


Karachi DAWN in English 28 Jun 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


LAHORE, June 27: An eight- 
member steering committee, en- 
trusted with the task of recom- 
mending modalities for the merger 
of four political organisations into 
a united left-wing political party, is 
likely to meet here within a fort- 
night. It will consider a letter of the 
Pakistan National Party in which 
certain objections have been 
raised about modalities of the 
merger. 

Sardar Shaukat Ali, who heads 
the committee, told Dawn on Fri- 
day that he was contacting mem- 
|bers of the committee to convene a 
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meeting as soon as possible. Some 
of the members of the committee 
will meet informally on July 4, he 
said and added that Mr Rasool 
Bukhsh Paleeio, Secretary-General 
of the Awami Tehrik, would arrive 
here the same day. 

He said a convention of 400- 
member interim national council of 
the proposed party, scheduled to 
be held in Karachi on July.17, was 
likely to be postponed because of 
the PNP letter, which had sug- 
gested another method for merger. 

Nevertheless, he hoped that all 
impediments in the way of setting 
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up a united progressive political or- 
ganisation would be removed. 

Sardar Shaukat Ali said three of 
the parties intending to merge — 
the National Democratic Party, the 
Awami Tehrik and the Pakistan 
Mazdoor-Kisan Party — had unani- 
mously ratified the draft constitu- 
tion and the manifesto and also ap- 
proved recommendations of the 
steering committee about mod- 
alities for merger. 

The Pakistan National Party had 
also ratified the constitution, but 
objected the merger modalities, he 
added. 

















NWEP TO PROBF QADIANIS' APPOLNINENT TO HIGH OFFICES 


Karachi 
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DAWN in Enplish 4 


Jul 86 p 21 


PESHAWAR, July 3: [he NWEP 
assembly disposed of one privilege 
and four adjournment motions on 
Thursday. 

The privilege motion was moved 
by Dr Mohammad Yaqoob (Dir) 
seeking the attention of the House 
towards the appointment of a 
member of the Public Service 
Commission. 

The mover contended that the 
appointment was made despite a 
unanimous resolution passed by 
the house, which said that no civil 
servant would be re-employed af- 
ter his retirement at the age of 60. 

A heated debate for about one 
and a half hours took place on the 
motion, ino which Mr Iftikhar 
Mohammad (Mardan), Mr Akram 
Khan Minakhel (Bannu) and Mr 
Nazir Shinwari (Kohat) 
participated. 

They pleaded that the orders for 
the appointment of the = said 
member of the Provincial Public 
Service Commission should be 
withdrawn. 

The NWFP Minister for Com 
munications, Mr Ayub Tanoli as 
sured the House that the said 
member would not be allowed to 
take charge of his office till the re 
turn of the Chief Minister who 
would further take some suitable 
action on the matter. 

The House constituted a commit. 
tee to look into the appointment of 
Qadianis on high posts in the pro 
vince, in view of the allegation by a 
political leader, Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman. The mover of an adjourn- 
ment motion, Syed Enayat Ali 
(Nowshera), soucht the attention of 
the House towards a statement of 
Maulana Fazlur Rehinan of JUL al 
leging that a number of Qadianis 
had been appointed on high posts 
in the country, specially in the 


NWEP, who were working against 
the solidarity of the country. 

Mr Ayub Tanoli told the House 
that Qadianis had already been de- 
clared minority and the Govern- 
ment would keep an eye on the ac- 
tivities on all such elements in- 
volved in anti-State activities. He 
supported the constitution of a 
committee to probe the Qadianis’ 
alleged appointment on high posts 
in the province. 

The committee, he said, should 
include the mover, Syed Enayat Ali 
Shah; Provincial Minister for Re- 
ligious Affairs Maulana Abdul Baqi 
and Syed Manzoor Hussain 
{Mardan). 

The mover did not press his mo- 
tion after the constitution of the 
committee and the assurance by 
the Minister. 
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GRAIN PURCHASE, HANDLING, STORAGE IN PUNJAB ESTIMATED 
Karachi DAWN (BUSINESS supplement) in English 29 Jun 86 p I 


{Text ] LAHORE, June 28: The Punjab 
Government will spend Rs 5930.15 
million on the purchase, handling 
and storage of wheat, rice and 
sugar during 1986-87, it was offi- 
cially learnt. 

The Government will spend Rs 
5190 million to purchase, handle 
and store two million metric tons of 
indigenous wheat, which also inc- 
ludes an expenditure of Rs 90.25 
million on account of incidental 
charges for the procurement of 
500,000 metric tons of rice on be- 
half of Rice Export Corporation of 
Pakistan. 

Receipt from the sale of foodg- 
rains are estimated at Rs 5091 51 
million. It will accrue from sale of 
2.46 million metric tons of wheat -—— 
1.4 million metric tons through ra- 
tion depots and 600,000 metric tons 
to other provinces and defence 
services. 

The receipts also include recov- 
ery of Rs 900.2 from Rice Export 
Corporation as incidental charges 
on the rice procured on their 
behalf. 

The Government has made a pro- 
vision of Rs 740 million in the 
budget estimates 1986-87 for the 
purchase, handling, storage and 
distribution of 126,000 metric tons 
of sugar. 

Against the stocks in hand of 
126,000 metric tons approximately 
101,000 metric tons of sugar are 
planned to be disposed off at an 
estimated cost of Rs 730 million, 
leaving a stock in hand position of 
approximately 25,000 metric tons 
of sugar at the close of the year.—, 
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COMMENTARY VIEWS MUSLIM LEAGUE MANIFES'TO 


Karachi DAWN in English 7 Jul 86 p 7 


[Commentary ] 


[Text ] 


THE 27-page Draft Manifesto 
released by the Pakistan Muslim 
League last Wednesday spells 
out the socio-economic prog- 
ramme of the ruling party. The 
document elucidates and de- 
fines the policy directions of 
the PML and is obviously de- 
signed to win mass support for 
the party to help it counter the 
challenge it faces from its ri- 
vals. The political compulsion 
for the Muslim League which 
has been organised under the 
aegis of the Government to 
establish its credentials is clear 
enough. As the party which 
fought for and won freedom, 
the PML enjoyed a pre-emi- 
nence which no other party 
could claim in the early years of 
Pakistan’s existence. But when 
it failed to fulfil the popular ex- 
pectations which emancipation 
from colonial rule had aroused, 
the Muslim League found itself 
rejected by the people. Hence 
the manifesto’s claim that “to- 
day the Pakistan Muslim Lea- 
gue is reborn and makes ano- 
ther solemn pledge to fulfil the 
noble objectives for which 
Pakistan was created” speaks 
of an attempt by the leadership 
to re-establish the party as the 
mass organisation that it once 
was. Not that the manifesto 
commits the party toa radically 
different line from what Prime 
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Minister Junejo has been spel- 


ling out in his policy state- 
ments. His five-point prog- 
ramme and many of the mea- 
sures announced in the Budget 
in May have been incorporated 
in the draft. 

Whether it will actually suc- 
ceed in achieving its objectives 
is a moot point. The manifesto 
pledges to make Pakisian a 


modern Islamic ideological 
State, a truly democratic 
country, a just economic 


society and a progressive na- 
tion. What is really significant 
is how this pledge is to be re- 
deemed. The manifesto is re- 
markably unequivocal and 
specific on some issues. Defi- 
nite targets have been set, 
specific goals have been laid 
down and concrete measures 
outlined in clear terms. The 
party, on,the basis of its ma- 


nifesto, can cluim to be cothmhit:: 


ted to national development 
and the welfare of the people. 
Thus, under the section on 
rural transformation the mani- 
festo speaks of 90 per cent of 
the villages being electrified, 
majority of the rural popula- 
tion getting clean water, a basic 
health unit being set up in 
every Union Council and a pri- 
mary school in every village, 
rural literacy rate being 
doubled and financial incen- 
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tives being provided for agro- 
industries in rural areas in the 
next five years. Other specific 
measures promised are the sct- 
ting up of an Islamic Academy 
to bring Ulema together to 
evoive a consensus on contentt- 
ous issues, the appointment of a 
high-level National Commission 
to review the Islamitsation pro- 
cess and recommend measures 
to carry forward the process, 
creation of a national employ- 
ment fund, establishment of an 
educational corps of 100,000, 
allocation of at least Rs 1,000 
billion to education in the next 
five years, establishment of a 
national university for science 
and technology before 1990, 
and development of 100,000 
small plots of 5-10 marla in ur- 
ban areas. These and other 
such pledges will be widely 
welcomed though not without a 
measure of scepticism. They 
touch the hard core of the prob- 
lems which have plagued 
Pakistan and obstructed its 
progress since its inception, but 
because such promises have of- 
ten proved elusive, one cannot 
feel overly optimistic about the 
prospect in the present case. 


However, the areas in which 
the PML manifesto is lacking 
most are the ones where it has 
chosen to be vague, either by 
design or by oversight. Al- 
though it speaks of developing 
an egalitarian society and as- 
sures every citizen, especially 
the weak and the disadvan- 
taged, that his basic need will 
be met, the manifesto avoids 
touching on sensitive issues 
which lie at the root of the ine- 
quities which characterise the 
socio-economic system in 
Pakistan. It is well known that 
the pattern of landownership in 
the country which enables 
three per cent of the land- 
holders to own 20 per cent of 
the land, the concentration of 
industrial ownership in a few 


98 


hands and the lack of equity in 
distribution of resources in the 
different regions perpetuate 
the unjust socio-economic 
structure which is the very anti- 
thesis of social justice. And yet 
the PML manifesto makes no 
mention of land reform for fix- 
ing a ceiling on agrarian hold- 
ings — the major means of pro- 
duction in this country. The 
nearest it gets to it is to advo- 
cate reform of tenancy laws to 
provide security of tenure to all 
tenants. This underwrites ab- 
sentee landlordism and vast 
landed estates. The manifesto 
aims at a substantial deregula- 
tion and opening up of the 
economy and maximum oppor- 
tunities for the private sector 
without specifying socia] con- 
trols in the interest of vertical 
equity. There is the promise of 
“sweeping tax reforms” and 
‘the appointment of a National 
Agricultural Commission, but 
no clear-cut commitment to tax 
agricultural incomes — the big- 
gest chunk of untaxed earnings 
in the country. Given these 
anomalies and omissions, it 
would be unrealistic to expect 
the PML to carry out a re- 
structuring of society which has 
been the crying need of the 
hour ever since independence. 
In neighbouring India, the Na- 
tional Congress which led the 
country to independence, was 
quick to take the first steps in 
the direction of reducing such 
inequalities by _ instituting 
drastic land reforms, uni- 
versalising educational  op- 
portunity, and introducing 
democratic economic planning. 
One major factor for the eclipse 
of the Muslim League was its 
failure to resist the entren- 
ched lobbies of inherited pri- 
vilege and introduce the much- 
veeded reforms. It is this aspect 
of the matter which the Muslim 
League must urgently address 
if it is sincere about its commit- 
ment to the welfare state. 

















UNLVERSLTY AUTHORITIES MOVE TO END CAMPUS VIOLENCE, ROWDYTSM 


Karachi DAWN in English 7 Jul 86 pp 1, 3 


[Text ] 


HYDERABAD, July 6: The Vice- 
Chancellors of the Sind University, 
the Mehran University, Sind Ag- 
ricultural University, and the 
Principal, Liaquat Medical Col- 
lege, at a joint Press conference ex- 
plained in details the situation ob- 
taining in these seats of higher 
learning. 

They said off and on, on account 
| of serious law and order situation, 
! universities and colleges had to be 

closed down, sometimes even for 
months together. The situation at 
other time compelled the au- 
thorities to postpone examinations. 
These factors combine to make the 
University student who, would 
have passed his final examination 
within five years or four years re- 
spectively, spend seven or six years 
respectively to complete his 
Studies. 

The VCs said they have received 
“notes and observations from the 
Public Service Commissions and 
similar other selection bodies of 
Statutory corporations expressing 
in clear terms that the candidates 
appearing for selection before 
them exhibited noticcable lack of 
even the fundamentals of the sub- 
jects in which they held degrees 
from universities.” 

VIOLENCE, ARMS: _ They 
further said apart from other 
causes of deterioration of academic 
standards regarding which also 
“we are in the exercise of finding 
ways and means to eliminate, the 
most visible and noticeable cause is 
the law and order situation preva- 
lent on the campuses of the uni- 
versities and colleges.” 

They said, “Since last two de- 
cades the law and order situation 


has “deteriorated gradually. In 
early stages it was only confined to 
strikes and boycott of classes. Later 
on processions started being taken 
out frequently very unfortunately 
subsequent developments exibited 
use of violence. 


“It has been found that quite a, 
number of students on the campus. 


were in possessiun of sophisticated 
lethal fire arms, the market price 
whereof ranged from Rs. 10,000 to 
Rs. 30,000. Even the richest pa- 
rents would not and could not be 
expected to supply such heavy 
amounts to their children. The ob- 
vious inference is that criminal ele- 
ments were acting at the back ot 
the students,” the V€s added. 

CRIMINAL ELEMENTS: “This 
became more obvious when it was 
found with certainty that outsiders 
including criminal elements could 
successfully find entry in hostels 
attached to the universities and 
colleges. It is also a hard though 
unfortunate fact that some times 
criminal elements could success- 
fully reside in to find asylum in 
hostels attached to educational 
institutions... 

“No doubt, thée*facts elaborated 
above indicated that the deteriora- 
tion of academic standard, and the 
law and order situation, and evil 
features in the law and order situa- 
tion were visible everywhere i* the 
departments and sections c’ 
universities and colleges, t «1: -it 
cannot be lost sight of the fact that 
the concentration of the students 
was invariably and unavoidably in 
the hostel life. 

“Because the impact of the evil 
was felt in the maximum and was 
operative to the largest extent in 
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the hostels, we have ventured to 
start suitable and effective mea 
sures in the hostels. 

COMPOUND WALLS: “One of 
the effective modes by which this 
menace could be adequately 
checked would be by raising com 
pound walls around the hostels and 
maintaining an effective watch and 
wurd system in the hostels. 

“tt should be taken note of that 
the construction of protective walls 
in Sind appears to be a new thing 
invoking observations, apprecia- 
tion or criticism. But the fact is that 
it is not at all a new thing, in the 
province of Punjab the hostels in 
Engineering University at Lahore, 
Agricultural University at 
Faisalabad and Medical College 
and University at Multan already 
have compound walls around their 
hostels. 

“We have framed new rules of 
discipline and accommodation in 
hostels. The object of these rules is 
to induct better discipline and re- 
store normalcy and tranquility on 
the cam: ‘ses. 

“We saall also resort to disct- 
pline and frame a code of conduct 
for all the students in thg uni- 
versities. We propose that these 
rules of discipline and code of con- 
duct shall, henceforth, be in- 
corporated as part of prospectus. 
ven at this stage, we propose to 
supply copies of these rules to each 
etudent-with an advice that they 
Should act strictly in conformity 
with these rules. 

“We shall, henceforth, be very 
seriously implementing these rules 
and action, according to rules, shall 
be taken against any student or 
broup of students for violation of 
any rules. 


The steps taken so far are aimed 
at not only controlling the law and 


order situation but in fact the ob- 
ject of this entire exercise would be 
in the service of larger interest of 
the entire student community, 
particularly those who are serious 
about their studies but are ob- 
structed tn their academic pursuit 
by unhealthy atmosphere and 
activities.” 


In reply to a question, the Vice- 
Chancellor of Mehran University, 
Dr. Qureshi, disclosed that con- 
struction of protective walls 
around all the three campuses and 
Liaquat Medical College hostels 
would cost Rs. 12.5 million. 


STUDENT UNIONS: The VCS 
said no Vice-Chancellor was op.- 
posed to student unions led by stu- 
dents and working for healthy ex- 
tra carricular activities, but no 
Vice-Chancellor would like to have 
an student union led by other 
people sitting outside and financ 
ing and providing arms to students 
to achieve their own political 
objectives. 

They said that they consider un- 
ion as part of education. 


They argued that education ts 
fundamentally of discipline and if 
it was devoid of discipline then 
there is no eduction. 


They said to check the indisci- 
pline amongst students, discipli- 
nary action had been taken against 
107 students by rusticating them in 
all the four institutions, but it was 
observed that the students, have 
resorted to violence in collabora- 
tion with criminals and as such the 
present mode of constructing pro- 
tective walls, and watch and ward 
system was being introduced to br- 
ing the situation under control, and 
to create a congenial academic 
atmosphere, the VCs said. 
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SIND: PROBE INTO 'EXCESSESS URCED--Dadu. 27 Jun--The Central Convenor of MRD 
and leader of Awami Vehrik. Mr Rasvol Bukhsh Paleejo, has demanded that an in- 
vestization comission should be set uy to compensate thousands of persons 
avainst their losses of property and life in Sind durin: the last eivht 

years. le further demanded that a hizh-powered commission should also be sct 
up to investigate into the excesses bein» perpetrated on the province of Sind 
since 1947 and steps should be taken to provide justice to the people of Sind. 
Speakin? at a press conference here oa Friday he alleved innocent people were 
bein:; killed in Sind after declarin,; them dacoits. lie opposed the construc- 
tion of Kalabach Dam and a cantonment for l’annu Akil. lie alleszed that the 
Government was linzerin®? on the issue of Afvhanistan to extend its tenure. 
Replying to a question on confederation, he said the people of Sind were not 
separatists and they had been strueelins for their rights. [Text] [Karachi 
DAWN in Envlish 28 Jul 36 pd 2] /9274 


RALLY DEMANDS SAQI'S RELEASE--Karachi, 30 Jun--‘The Pakistan National Party, 
Pakistan Workers Federation, Democratic Students Federation and Sind Hari 
Commictee, held a joint rally on Monday to press for the release of Hari 
leader, Jam Saqi. lIlundreds of political workers, labours and students zather- 
ed at Regal Chowk at 5 p.m., carryiny banners and placards and portraits of 

Mr Sagi, raised sloyans demandins, his release. The processionists later 

moved towards kmpress Narket where tiey sta:;ed a sit-in for about an hour. 
Leaders addressed the rally and condemned the authorities for delayine the re- 
lease of Mr Saqi, despite his deterioratin: health, which they said was due to 
his prolonged detention. They said that Mr. Saqi was a patient of diabetes 
and blood pressure and he had recently suffered mental ailment, which called 
tor his immediate release. The demonstrators dispersed peacefully. Police 
remained at the scene but no untoward incident took place. [Text] [Karachi 
DAWN in Enslisi 1 Jul 86 p 10] /9274 


KHOKHRAPAR ROUTE TO OPEN--Lahore, 3 Jul--The kKhokrapar rail link between India 
and Pakistan will reopen in late Auvust vor early September after about 21 
years. It was closed after the 1965 war. An Indian railway team is expected 
to visit Lahore later this month to finalise details and to si:n an agreement. 
The proposnl to open the route was pendin:, with the Government for over a year. 
The openiny, of the Khokrapar-liyderabad meter uause rail route, is expected tu 
cost about ks 5 million in the bevinniny. The amount will be spent on setting 
up customs and immigration offices and providins temporary accommodation to a 
rangers foree at the Kbokrapar railway station. Track restoration is not Likely 
to take more than a couple of days. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in Envlish 4 Jul 56 
p lj) /9274 
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MUSLIM LEAGUE ENROLLMENT--Lahore, 4 Jul--The Punjab Muslim League has dis- 
tributed 53 lakh enrollment forms in the province and 60 percent of these have 
so far been finalised. Mr. Ghulam Haider Wyne, Provincial Minister and General 
Secretary, Punjab Muslim League, said the working committee of the League has 
fixed August 14, as the last date for enrollment and by that time, the League 
would achieve its target. He said that PML will be reorganised on democratic 
lines. That is why, despite pressures no ad-hoc committee has been formed. The 
elections in the party would be held at grass-roots level after the completion 
of enrollment drive. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 5 Jul 86 p 12] /9274 
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